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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Saamrven T. Warron, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements 1in Follower Structures for
Record-Receptacles, of which the following
1s a specification.

My 1nvention relates to improvements in

filing devices, such as card or document fil-
mng c*‘lbmets, and has particular relation to
the follower used 1n such devices and the
manner 1m which the follower 1s mounted

therein.
Amonﬂ' the objects of the invention are to

be found the followmo' —(1) To provide a

record receptacle and the tollower with com-
plemental means operative in advance of the

follower for normally retaining the follower
against a tilting movement, “the follower
hwmn means coactmﬂ' W1th the receptacle
for p081t10111no the follower in relatively se-
cured or relatively free position in the re-
ceptacle. (2) To provide a record recep-
tacle with a longitudinally extending bead
on each of 1ts opposite sides, and a follower
having means for clamping the beads to re-
tain the follower agalnst movement longi-
tudinally of the receptecle,, said follower
also having means for preventing the tilting
movement. of the follower while within the
receptacle and 1n position to be engaged or
secured against movement.
a colhps:ible follower with means for engag-
g complemental portions of a record re-
ceptac e when the follower is not collapsed,
the collapsing of the follower withdrawing
the means out of engageable position to per-
mit removal of the follower from the recep-
tacle in a direction other than one extending
longitudinally of the receptacle. (4) To
provide a two-part follower with the parts in
permanent engagement and movable later-
ally, a mechanism carried by one of said
parts and cooperating with the other part
for retaining the follower in one position,
and a device having members carried by
each of said parts ‘and permanently con-
nected for engaging complemental parts of
the record receptacle to secure the follower
i position within the receptacle. (5) To
provide a follower with forwardly extend-
1ng wings located at the opposite side edges
of the follower and adapted to cooperate
with complemental portions of a record re-

(3) To promde*

- ceptacle to normally prevent tilting of the

follower.

Other and further objects of the invention
are to provide a device of this type which is
neat and attractive in appearance, eflicient
In operation, durable in construction and
which can be manufactured at a relatively

low cost.
To these and other ends, the nature of

which will be readily understood as my 1n-
vention 1s hereinafter disclosed, said inven-
tion consists in the improved construction
and arrangement of parts, hereinafter fully
described, “illustrated in the accompanying
dl’*"leIl?‘S and particularly nointed out in
the annexed claims.

In the accompanying drawings, in which

similar reference characters indicate similar
parts in each of the views,—Figure 1 1s a
perspective view of a drawer of a ﬁlmo* cabi-
net, showing my 1mpr0ved follower POSl-
tioned therein. I3 1. 2 18 a cross section of
the drawer taken on a Iine in advance of the
follower, the latter being shown in front
elevation. Fig. 3 1s a cross-section of the
drawer taken on a line in rear of the fol-
lower, and showing the follower 1n rear ele-
vetmn. and as clamped to the drawer. Iig.
4 1s a view similar to Fig. 8, with the clamp-
ing means moved to 1nopemtwe position.
I‘10' 5 1s a section taken on the line of Fig.
3, the follower being shown as colhpeed
I‘w 6 1s a perspectwe view of the follower.

In record receptacles, such for instance
as card indexes, document files, etc., 1t 1s
the practice to prmflde some form of struc-
ture by means of which the follower, while
capable of being moved loncrlturhnallV of

the receptacle or “be secured in a fixed pPOsi- -

tlon therein, 1s normally held against re-
moval from the reeeptflcle elther bV the use
of a locking rod passing through the fol-
lower and which must be removed before
the follower may be removed, or the pro-
vision of complemental means on the recep-
tacle and follower which will act to retain
the follower against removal but free to
move 1011011:11(:111131]37 as desired. The pres-
ent invention relates to the latter type of
structures.

In the drawings, the invention 1s shown as
applied to the drawer of a document file or
card index file, dependent upon the use to
which it is applied, it being understood that
- the particular type of 1eeepta,cle to be em-
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nally of the drawer as shown in Figs. 2 to
5 inclusive, said groove forming .a guide
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ployed 1s immaterial, excepting that it be
provided with marginal portions which pro-

ject inwardly. The drawer is indicated In

the drawings at 10 and, in the exemplifica-
tion shown, is of that type of receptacles

formed of steel, it being obvious, however,

that the invention is equally applicable for
use in connection with drawers of other ma-
terial, so long as such drawers have the par-
ticular featuressnow to be referred to.

The drawer is shown as provided with an

integral bottom and sides 11 and 12 respec-

tively, the point of juncture of the bottom
11 and the sides 12 being so formed as.to
provide a .groove 13 extending longitudi-

way presently referred to. The upper edges

of the sides 12 are formed with an inturned

head 14.to provide an overhanging portion

‘or flange with respect to.the inner face of.

the side walls.

The follower, designated as 20, is pref-
erably formed of two members 21 and 22,
cach of a width less than the width of the
drawer between the side walls, said members:
21 and 22 being secured 1n
by means of securing devices such as rivets
23 extending through slots 24. the rivets

being carried by one member, the slots be-

ing formed in the other member, the struc-
‘ture being such as to provide for a relative

movement of one member to the other in the

plane of the faces of the members, the
Jength of movement being controlled by the

length of the slots 24, the direction of length
of the slots being preferably in parallelism

with the plane of the bottom 11 of the re-

ceptacle. Extending forwardly from the
outer side edge of each member 21 and 22,

is a wing. 25, having a height approximately

the same as the distance between the bead

14 arid bottom 12, said wing extending for-
wardly a suitable distance and normally po-
sitioned below the overhanging portion pro-

vided by the bead 14. 'T'he lower edge of the

wing 25 is formed with an outwardly ex-
tending portion or

tially prevent tilting of the follower.

It will be understocd, of course, that

while I prefer to make the wings of a height

substantially equal to the distance between

the bead 'and the bottom 11, this structure
is not-absolutely essential, since the flanged
portions 26 will serve efliciently to prevent
such tilting of the follower and provide the
necessary codperative action in clamping the
follower in position.

The members 21 and 22 are normally held

in their expanded or extended position by

nection with

facial .contact

lange 26, which portion
is adapted to: be seated in the groove 13,
when the follower is in its proper. position
within the receptacle, said wings and their.
flanged portions, serving as holding or po--
sitioning structures which .act to substan-

990,319

means of a plate 27, pivotally mounted on

the forward member 22, said plate serving
the function of a locking element to prevent
collapsing of the follower unintentionally,
said element forming an abutment against
a movement of the members one relatively
to the other in a direction to contract the
width of the follower, the movement of the

element to the opposite extreme permitting

of such collapsing of the follower. Kach of
the members 21 and 22, 1s also provided

along its:-lower edge, with a rearwardly ex-

tending flange 28, as best shown 1 Iig. 6.
As 1t will ‘be readily understood, the

flanged portions 26 are mounted within the
grcoves 13 in such manner as to permit ol

a ‘free movement of the follower longitu-
dinally of the receptacle as 1s-usual 1n con-
followers when free from
clamping engagement with the receptacle.
To retain the follower 1n any position to
which it may be:adjusted in such longitu-
dinal movement, I provide two members 30
and 31, each mounted 1 a bracket 32 car-

ried by each of the members 21 and 22, said

members being connected together at their
inner ends by a pin and slot connection 33
arranged 1n such manner as to permit a

movement of said members 30 and 31 on
their pivots. _
bers 30 and 81 arve preferably formed with

The outer ends of the mem-

an upper face which will co6perate with
the bead 14 to clamp the follower against
such longitudinal movement, this clamping
effect being provided by a downward move-

ment of the inner ends of the members or

levers.30 and 31, which movement serves
to raise the outer end into contact with the
beads 14. ‘To provide.this movement of the
members or levers 30 and 31, 1 secure a cam-
like member 35 at a. proper position on one
of the members whereby a rotation of the
member 35 will -act to apply downward
pressure on the inner ends of the members or
levers 30 and-31 with the result that the
follower is clamped against the sides and
bottom of the receptacle, the outer ends of
the levers forming one clamping -surface
while the flanged portions 26 will serve as
another clamping portion. If the cam 35

be moved 1n the opposite direetion, the pres-

sure will be released, the frictional engage-
ment broken, and the follower free to move
longitudinally of the receptacle. This ad-
justableclamping effect 1s possible only when
the two members are 1n expanded or ex-
tended. condition, viz., when the locking ele-
ment 27 is in locking position as shown 1n
Fig. 3. 'While this locking element 1s in
this position, the only movement which the
follower is:capable of having 1s longitudi-
nally of the receptacle; under such. condi-
tions the follower could only be removed by
a movement through the rear end of the re-
ceptacle. To permit removal of the ZTol-
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lower without difficulty of sliding longitudi-
nally of the receptacle, it is necessary only
to release the pressure of the cam member
35 and then move the locking element on 1ts
pivot out of locking posmon, whereupon the
members 21 and 92 may be moved to COT-
tract the width of the i’ollower (the various
pin and slot connections permitting of this
movement), and thereby remove the wings
25 from beneath the over-hanging poﬁlons
provided by the beads 14, and at the same
time remove the flanged portions 26 from
the grooves 13, leavmo the follower free to
be lifted out of the 1eceptacle 1t being un-
derstood, of course, that there 1s no 1nw‘1rdly
e\tendmo portmn at the bottom of the mem-
bers 21 and 92 and their wings torwardly
of such members, so that there are no ob-
structiong to a free movement of the fol-
lower vertically even though the follower
be 1n contact with the rear “of the contents

of the receptacle.

This particular structure and arrange-
ment of parts provides a device which is
especially applicable to record receptacles
of considerable width, the ease with which
the follower may be colhpqed intentionally,
and the rigidity of the follower when the

Jocking element 27 is in position, rendering

the follower especially applicable for this
class of device. Furthermore, by reason of
the presence of the forwardly extending
wings 25, the follower is braced both by the
side walls of the receptacle, and the edges
of the contents against a bulging of the fol-
lower to an extent which would affect the
operation of the follower, thereby permit-
ting of the use of relatively light material
for the follower construction, the rearwardly
extending flanges 28 udmg in preventing
this bulomo effect.

Other adv‘mt‘wes will be readily appar-
ent, and 1t will be understood that the
structure is one which is exceedingly simple
and efficient in operation, requires but little
or no modification of the receptacle 1tself,
is durable in construction, of but few ];)‘"II'JESH
and which can be made at a relative low
cost of manufacture.

While T have herein shown and described
one form in which the iInvention may be
provided, it will be readily understood that
changes and modifications thereof may be
made to suit varying conditions, and I there-
fore recerve the right to make anv and all
such modifications therein as may fall with-
in the spirit and scope of the invention as
expressed 1n the accompanying claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new 1s:

1. The combination of a record-recep-
tacle having a groove extending longitucdi-
nally of each 31de wall, and a follower hav-
ing outwardly extending flanges position-
able within the grooves, “said flanges being

)

L

s

located in advance of the face of the fol-
lower against which the contents of the re-
cept‘wle abut, said flanges pro]u:t,mfr for-
wardly at the sides of the record-recelving
space.

2. The combination of a record-receptacle
having a groove and an overhanging por-
tion extendmﬂ longitudinally of each side
wall, and a follower having forwardly ex-
tending wings, each pmﬂded with an out-
wmdly eatondmﬂ flange, said wings being
positionable beneath the Ve"r'hanom por-
tions with the flanges located within the

OT00Ves.

3. The combination of a record-receptacle
having a groove and an overhanging por-
tion e\tendmt‘r longitudinally of each side

wall, the OTOOVeS bemo located at the junc-

ture of the side wall and bottom, the over-
hanging portion being positioned above and
spaced from said ﬂrooves and a follower
having forwardly e\tendmﬁ' wings each pro-
vided with an outwardly e};tendmﬂ flange
positioned at the bottom of the wings, said
wings being positionable beneath the over-
hanﬂmo pmtlons with the flanges located
within the orooves.

4, The combination with a record-recep-
tacle, of a follower, said receptacle and fol-
lower having complemental means to pro-
vide a clamping of the follower to the re-
ceptacle at will, said follower comprising
permanently connected members movable
laterally of the receptacle between a ]}osi—
tion where clamping may be effected and a
position where the follower is free to Dbe
Iifted out of the receptacle.

5. The combination with a record-recep-
tacle, of a follower, said receptacle and fol-
lower having complemental means to pro-
vide a clampuw of the follower to the recep-
tacle at will, said follower comprising per-
manently connected members movable lat-
erally of the receptacle between a position
where clamping may be effected and a posi-
tion where the follower is free to be lifted out
of the receptacle, and a locking element for
retaining the members in clampm position.

6. The combination with a record- recep-
tacle, of a follower, said recentacle and fol-
lower having complemental means to pro-
vide a chmpmﬁ' of the follower to the re-
ceptacle at will, said follower comprising
permanently connected members movable
laterally of the receptacle between a posi-
tion where clamping may be effected, and a

position where the follower is free to be
| Iifted out of the receptacle, and a pivotally

mounted locking element carried by one
member and ﬂdapted to form an abutment
to prevent lateral movement of the mem-
bers, said locking element retaining the

membels in clamping position.
. In combination, a record-receptacle

having spaced apart clamping surfaces, and
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a fTollower having means codperating with
said clamping surfaces to clamp the follower
at will, said means comprising levers mov-
able into engagement with one set of clamp-

1ng suriaces of the receptacle, and perma-

nently positioned elements located in ad-

vance of the levers and codperating with

the other clamping surfaces of the recep-
tacle.

8. A follower comprising two perma-
nently connected members having a vrela-
tive movement 1n a straight hine direction,
each member having a forwardly extending
wing, means to limit the movements of the
members 1n such straight line direction,and
a locking element carried by one member
and adapted to cooperate with the other
member to retain the members 1n one posi-
tion against such movement.

9. A follower comprising two perma-

890,319

nently connected members having a rela-
tive movement in a straight line direction,
each member having a forwardly extending
wing, means to limit the movements of the
members 1n such straight line direction, and
a locking element carried by-one member
and adapted to coOperate with the other
member to retain the members in one posi-
tion against such movement, said members
also having levers adjustable with respect to
length and adapted to form clamping means
cooperating with a record-receptacle for po-
sitioning the follower therein.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set

20

my hand in presence of two subscribing 35

i witnesses.

SAMUEL T. WALTON.
- Witnesses: |
Gustav ApoLr BINDER,
Jacos Rorracm.

Copies of this patent ma¥ be obtained for five cents éach, by addressing the ‘° Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.” |
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