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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Harvey M. Stann, a
citizen of the United States, residing at

- Sunbury, in the county of Northumberland

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Grave-

- Diggers’ Dirt-Boxes, of which the following

10

18 a specification.

This 1nvention relates to a box designed
especlally for use in graveyards for the pur-

~ pose of receiving the earth that is thrown

up in digging a grave so that the earth will

- not scatter over the grass and ruin the same.

15

The 1invention has for one of its objects to
provide an extremely simple, practical and

" durable device of this character which can

20
- wision of a dirt-receliving box which has de-

25

be readily taken apart for cartage from one
grave to another and easily and quickly set
up when desired for use.

- Another object of the invention is the pro-

tachable side and end walls and a bottom
made of sections to which the said walls are
firmly fastened when the box is set up, the
sald box belng positioned alongside of the
grave to be dug so that the dirt can be
thrown directly into the box to be retained

- thereby and prevented from spreading over

30

the lawn, and by reason of this, the dirt can

be quickly returned to the grave.

With these objects in view and others, as
will appear as the description proceeds, the

~1nvention comprises the various novel fea-
- tures of construction and arrangement of

35

parts which will be more fully described

-+ hereinatter and set forth with particularitv
~ in the claims appended hereto.

40

In the accompanying drawings, which

illustrate one embodiment of the invention,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a box set

- up for use. Iig.21sa vertical section of one

end of the box taken on the line 2—2, IMig.

4. Fig. 3 is an intermediate section taken

on line 8—3, Fig. 4. TFig. 4 is a horizontal

section on line 4—4, Fig. 3. Iig. 5 is a per-

spective view of one end of the central sec-
tion of the box bottom. Fig. 6 1s a per-

- spective view of one end of the rear section

- of the box bottom. Fig. 7 1s a fragmentary
80

perspective view of the upper rear corner of

- one of the ends of the box.

- 95

Similar reference characters are employed
to designate corresponding parts throughout
the views. "

Referring to the drawings, A designates
the bottom of the box, on which are posi-

tioned detachable end walls B, a rear wall
C, and a front wall or gate D, the said box

being open at its top so that the dirt can be

thrown 1nto the same. -
The bottom A consists of front, interme-

diate and rear sections @, o’ and «?, respec-

tively, which are separable so that the bot-

tom will not be as cambersome as if it were
made in one pilece. Ihach section of the bot-
tom 1s composed of boards 1 that are fas-
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tened to cross pieces or cleats 2 disposed

under the boards. In the present instance,
each section has four cleats, one at each end
and two arranged at intermediate points.
The cleats 2 of the middle section ¢ are
longer than the width of the section so as to
project beyond the edges thereof and extend
under the front and rear sections ¢ and @,
and the cleats of these latter sections termi-
nate inwardly from the inner edges of the

70
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boards to permit the projecting ends of the

cleats on the central section to lap under the
other sections, the cleats of all the sections
being arranged in alinement. By arrang-
ing the bottom in this manner, the sections
will be supported in the same plane.
cleats on the rear section ¢? of the bottom are
prolonged rearwardly beyond the back of
the box, and in these extending portions 2°

of the cleats are mortises 3 for receiving the

tenons 4 of the posts 17 on the rear wall C
of the box. The intermediate cleats of the
rear section ¢® extend rearwardly to a
greater distance than the end cleats, and
they are provided with recesses 5 to receive

rearwardly under the weight of the earth in
the box.
The end walls B are constructed of boards

The
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‘the lower ends 6 of braces 7 for the rear wall
{ to prevent the latter from bulging open

95

8 which are fastened to posts or standards 9

which have their lower ends set into sockets
or mortises 10 formed in the boards of the
bottom, and on the lower ends of these posts
or standards 9 are tenons 11 which fit into
mortises 12 in the end cleats 2 of the bottom.
The rear standard or post 9 has its upper
end 13 projecting above the top edge of the
wall and 1s formed with a transverse notch
or seat 14 for receiving a clamping ring
15 rfastened to the adjacent corner posts of
the rear wall C. The rear wall C is also

‘made of horizontally disposed boards 16 fas-

tened to standards or posts 17 on the lower
ends of which are the tenons 4, hereto-

100
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' fore described. The end posts 14 have
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secured to their upper ends the clamping
rings 15 that swing in staples 18 fastened to
the post 17. On the inner face of the rear
side C of the bex are cleats or stops 19 be-
hind which engage the rear posts 9 on the

end walls B so that the latter will be pre-
vented from bulging laterally under the

weight of the earth in the box. The braces
7 have their upper ends engaged 1n recesses
21 in the intermediate posts 17 of the rear

wall. | | *.
The front wall or gate D is removable

- from the box without taking the other walls

- down, and in beginning to
Aront wall is not used, so that the soil can
Dbe more easily thrown into the box. Adfter

15

i1l the box, the

 a while, however, the gate or front wall 1s

20
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placed 1n the box so as to retain the earth
and prevent it from rolling back into the
grave, it being understood that the open
side of the box will be positioned along the
side of the grave. The gate D consists of

boards 22 which are of a length to fit be-
tween the end walls B, and these boards are

secured together by vertical cleats 23. The
ends of the boards 22 bear against the 1nner

~ surfaces of the boards 8 of the end walls,

30

5151

and by drawing the end walls together, the
front wall will be frictionally clamped in

position. For this purpose, a clamping or

drawing device K is employed, the same
consisting of two rods connected together by

a turn buckle 24 threaded on the inner ends

of the rods, and the outer ends of the rods
are Tformed into hooks 25 that engage over

the top edges of the end walls behind the

~ front posts 9. By turning the turn buckle
24 in the proper direction, the end walls will

- 40

be drawn toward each other so that the

front wall will be clamped firmly in place.

Tn setting up the box, the sections of the

~ bottom are arranged in their proper rela-

45
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~ the box into the grave.

65

tion and then the rear wall set up on the
rear section of the bottom, the tenons 4 of

the posts 17 being engaged in the mortises

3 in the extensions of the cleats 2 and then
the braces 7 inserted. Amn end wall 1s next
placed on the bottom A with the tenons 11

of the posts 9 seated in the mortises 12 and

the rear edge of the wall bearing against
the vertical cleats 19 of the rear wall. The
clamping ring 15 is then swung forwardly

over the upper rounded end of the rear

post 9 on the end wall and the ring finally
engaged in the seat 14. The other rear wall
is fastened in place 1n the same manner.
The clamping device K prevents the ends of

the box at the front from spreading as the
earth is shoveled into the box. At a suitable

+time the front wall is set into the box and

clamped by tightening the device K so as to
prevent the earth from rolling back out of

From the foregoing description, taken 1n
connection with the accompanying draw-

T—
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| ings, the advantages of the construction and

of the method of operation will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art to which.
the invention appertains, and while 1 have

described the principle of operation of the 70

invention, together with the device which 1

now consider to be the best embodiment

thereof, I desirve to have it understood that

the device shown is merely illustrative, and

that such changes may be made when de-
sired as are within the scope of the claimsg

appenced hereto. _ . _
' “described the invention,

Having thus
what I claim 1s:—

1. A orave digger’s dirt box comprising
a bottom having mortises at its edges, end
walls including supporting posts theretor

having downwardly-extending tenons to en-

oage in the mortises at the ends of the bot-
-85

tom, a rear wall including posts, having
downwardly-extending tenons for engaging
in the mortises at the rear edge of the bot-

75
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tom, means for detachably connecting the

rear and end walls together, members ex- -

tending from the rear of the bottom, and
detachable braces between the said mem-
bers and rear wall.

. t ) . ' e o
2. A orave digger’s dirt box comprising 2

bottom having mortises at its edges, end
walls includine supporting posts theretor
having downwardly-extending tenons to en-

oage in the mortises at the ends of the bot-

fom, a rear wall including posts, having

95

downwardly-extending tenons for engaging

in the mortises at the rear edge of the bot-
tom, means for detachably connecting the

rear and end walls together, and a device:

detachably connected with the front ends of

100

the end walls to prevent spreading of the

latter. | | - |
3. A grave digger’s dirt box comprising a

bottom having mortises at its edges, end

105

walls including supporting posts therefor

having downwardly-extending tenons to en-
- gage In the mortises at the ends of the bot-

tom, a rear wall including posts, having
downwardlv-extending tenons for engaging
in the mortises at the rear edge of the bot-

110

tom, means for detachably connecting the

rear and end walls together, a device de-
tachably connected with the front ends of

the end walls to prevent spreading of the

latter, and a front wall set in between and

115

clamped by the said device to the said end .

walls and resting on the bottom. .

4. A grave digger’s dirt box comprising

in combination a bottom made of separable

sections each consisting of boards and
cleats, the cleats on one section extending
under the boards of the adjacent section,
end and side walls resting on the said bot-

tom, mortise and tenon joints between the

bottom and said walls, means for detach-

ably connecting the walls together, mem-

bers extending rearwardly from the rear

120
125

130



10
" in the sockets and also having on their

990,075

‘section of the bottom, detachable braces dis-

posed exterior to the box and arranged be-
tween the said members and the rear wall,
and a device detachably connected at 1its
ends with the upper front corners of the end
walls for preventing spreading of the latter.

5. A grave digger’s box comprising a bot-

- tom having sockets at its ends, and mortises

1n the bottom of the sockets, end walls in-
cluding posts having their lower endsseated

lower ends tenons seated in the sald mor-

- tises, said bottom having members extending

f';"'__j."outwardly from the rear edge of the bot-
19

tom and having mortises, a rear wall, end

and 1ntermediate posts on the rear wall
formed at their lower ends with tenons en-
gaging in the mortises of the said members,
means on the end posts for detachably con-
necting the rear and end walls together,
cleats on the rear wall behind which the end
walls engage, and braces removably dis-
posed between the rear wall and certain of
the said members.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.
- HARVEY M. STAHL.
Witnesses:
Geo. Il. DerrIn,
S. . Ervrorr.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents eé,ch, by addressing the ¢ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D, C.”
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