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To all whom 1t may concern:

" Be it known that I, HeNrY Yorx, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Sauger-
ties, in the county of Ulster and State of

‘New York, have invented certain new and

 useful Improvements in Envelop-Sealing
. Devices, of which the following 1s a specl-
"~ fication, reference being had to the accom-
~ panying drawings.

10

This 1nvention relates to antomatic mois-

~ tening and sealing devices for envelops and
-+ has for its object to provide a very simple
* and convenient device of this character

~ whereby envelops may be very quickly and

securely sealed. __
~ Another object of the invention resides in

- .. the provision of means for moistening the

"~ gummed surface of

20

the envelop flap, means

for holding said flap upon the envelop, and

pressure devices for causing said flap to

 properly adhere to the envelop. _
-~ A still further object of the invention re-

~ sides in the provision of an elongated box
having a moistening and sealing device ar-

ranged therein, and an intermediate plate
formed with a contracted neck portion, sald

-~ box having a longitudinal guide slot 1n

which the envelop is adapted to be moved

" through the neck portion of said plate to

30

fold the flap before the same is engaged by
the pressure device.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of the novel features of

~ construction, combination and arrangement

of parts hereinafter fully described and

“claimed, and illustrated in the accompany-

... ing drawings, in which—

. Figure 118 a perspective view, constructed
" ip accordance with my invention; Fig. 2 1s a

40

L .. section taken on the

longitudinal section thereof; Fig. 8 1s a top
plan view with the cover open; Fig. 4 1s a
line 4—4 of Fig. 1; and

~ Tig. 5 is a detail perspective view of the

- envelop flap folding
a5

nve plate.
 Referring more particularly to the draw-

~ings 5 designates an elongated rectangular
.. box or trough-like receptacle which 18

- movement

formed with a heavy

of the box in. the use of the de-

base 5 to prevent

vice. Within the trough between the sides ¢

thereof and adjacent to each end a trans-
verse partition plate 6 is arranged whereby
three compartments are provided, the endl
compartments 6’ and 6* being considerably

‘smaller than the intermediate compartments

¢®. One side of the box 5 is provided with a
longitudinal slot 7 which extends the entire
length thereof and across the greater por-

tion of the ends of the box as shown at T’
This slot is formed in the walls of the box

(adjacent to the upper edge thereof, the up-

per edges of the partition plate 6 being dis-
posed in the same plane with the lower edge
of said slot. ' |

A moistening roller 8 is rotatably mount-
ed within the compartment 6, said roller
having suitable stub shafts fixed in its ends
mounted in bearings formed in the metal

‘plates 9 which are fixed to the opposite lon-

oitudinal side walls of the box 5. This
moistening roller may be formed of felt or
any other suitable material and the box b
from the base thereof to the slot 7 1s per-
fectly watertight so that the escape of water
from the chamber 6@ is effectually prevented.
The roller 8 extends above the slot 7 in the
longitudinal wall of the box, and sald slot
ot the end thereof opposite the end of the
roller is curved as shown at 7* and provides
a guide for the envelop in the movement of
the same over the periphery of the moisten-
ing roller 8. A thin wood or metal plate 10
is arranged above the periphery of the roller
8 and in spaced relation thereto. This plate
‘< eurved concentrically with relation to the
roller and has its ends suitably secured to
the side walls of the box 5. In the other end
compartment of the box or trough the pres-
sure rollers 11 are rotatably mounted, said
rollers being transversely disposed and hav-
ing their perip .
ers are preferably formed of soft rubber and
they are so mounted between the sides of the
box that there is sufficient frictional contact
between the same to exert suflicient pressure
upon the flap
same may be sealed. The engaged ]lzyortions
of the peripheries of these sea ing rollers are

heries engaged. These roll-
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of the envelop whereby the



- said member comprising a solid heavy base

10

15

20

&

slightly above the upper edge of the
tion wall 6 for a purpose which will
fully hereinafter appear.

In the intermediate chamber or compart-
mment 6%, a flap folding member is arranged,

more

12 which 1s suitably secured to the sides of
the box. A plate 18 is arranged upon the
base 12 and the greater portion thereof is
of concavo-convex form, the side walls of

sald plate converging at one end, the other |
end of said plate providing an open flaring |

mouth 14 which is disposed toward the end
of the box or receptacle containing the

moistening roller 8. Upon the convex sur-
face of this plate an arm 15 is formed which

has its end disposed at a right angle and

against the inner face of one side of the box |
to which it i1s rigidly secured. The con-

verging sides of the plate 13 are bent to

form a contracted neck 16, the sides of said

plate being slightly spaced and disposed in

- parallel relation to permit the envelop to

pass between them. Tt will be observed

Trom reference to Fig. 2 of the drawing that

this neck 16 is disposed upon the upper edge

of the partition wall 6 and in a direct line

35

~the flap to adhere thereto, thus completing

40

45

00

60

- the pressers rollers 11.
30

The partition 6
serves as a support for the contracted neck

16 of the plate 13 so that said neck is at all

times retained in its proper position with
relation to the rollers 11. Thus after the

flap of the envelop has been folded it passes
between the pressure rollers and sufficient

pressure 18 exerted on the envelop to cause

the sealing of the same.

At the end of the box containing the pres-
sure rollers, the slot 77 therein is of slightly

greater width than the remaining portion of
sald slot so as to permit of the ready move-

ment of the envelop therethrough after it

1¢ sealed and obviate the liability of the in-

ner edge or corner of the same being bent
~ or distorted so that it will not pass through

~ the end slot 7”.
stood that the contracted meck portion of |

It will of course be under-

the folding plate 18 is also disposed in the

same plane as the longitudinal slot 7 in the

side. of the box or case. A hinged cover 17
15 arranged upon the upper longitudinal
edge of one side of the box and a suitable
catch or fastening device secures said cover
to the other side of the box thereby securely

closing the compartments. A suitable han-
~dle plate 18 is also secured to each end of
the box above the slot 7. The plate at the

end of the box where the envelop is inserted
also has the additional function of a guide
for said envelop whereby the same is easily
and quickly directed into the slot. _
From the above it is believed that the con-

struction and operation of my improved !

988,615

parti- | sealing device will be -1"eadﬂy. understood.
The compartment 6 is first partially filled

65

with water, and the cover of the box then

closed. The envelop is inserted endwise into -
‘the end slot 77 and drawn over the surface

of the felt moistening roller 8 between the

tenas across the end of the box to a safficient

extent to allow substantially one-half of the

envelop to be inserted therein. Thus the

70
same and the transverse plate 10, said plate
being spaced from the rollers sufficiently to
nsure the proper moistening of the gummed
surface of the envelop flap.” The slot 77 ex-

75

address which has been previously written

thereon will not be soiled. After the en-
velop flap has been moistened it is drawn

which form the neck 16 cause the flap to be

30
through the slot 7 of the box and enters the
flared mouth 14 of the concavo-convex por-
tion of the plate 18. As it moves into the
same, the converging portions of said plate
-85

tolded under and upon the body of the en-

velop. Upon continued movement of the

envelop, the same is moved from between
the folded end portions of the plate over

the upper edge of the partition 6, between

ers engage the flap and body of the envelop

and exert the necessary pressure thereon to

securely and effectually seal the same.
~ An-envelop sealing device constructed as

above set forth is extremely simple and

90

the pressure rollers 11. These pressure roll-

95

may be manufactured at a comparatively

iow cost. It is admirably adapted for office

use and the envelops may be very quickly
and easily sealed thereby without resorting
to the moistening of the envelop flap by

means of the tongue.

icing any of the advantages thereof.

ig claimed is:— _ - _
A device of the character described com-

‘Having thus described 'the-_inventionwhat o
| | -110

100

‘While I have above described the pre-
ferred construction and arrangement of the

| Invention, it will be understood that the de-
vice may be variously modified without de-
133-1"ting- from the essential feature or sacri-

105

prising an elongated box having a longitu-
dinal slot in one of its side walls and each

of the end walls thereof, a moistening de-
‘vice may be variously modified without de-
or engaged pressure rollers mounted in the -

115

other end of the box, a partition trans- o
versely disposed in said box adjacent to the

pressure rollers, an envelop flap folding de-

vice arranged between the moistening de-

vice and pressure rollers, said device com-
prising a plate bent upon itself to form a
flared entrance mouth, an attaching arm

formed on the plate at the mouth thereof
and longitudinally disposed for engagement

- upon one side of the box to which it is rig-

120 -

125

1dly secured, said plate at its other end be- o

ing folded to provide slightly spaced end
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' portions forming a contracted neck between
which the envelop is adapted to be moved,

~ gaid neck being disposed upon the upper

end of said transverse partition and sup-
ported thereby to position the same in lon-
oitudinal alinement with the engaged sur-
face portions of the pressure rollers.

am—

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
sionature in the presence of two witnesses.

HENRY YORK.

| Witnesses:
H. B. WESLEY,
J. P. MrASTER.

-_#mw-ﬂ—“_

Copies of this pa.t'ent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, '
| Washington, D. C.”
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