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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepm Horcrxer, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
San Francises, in the county of San Fran-
cisco and State of California, have invented
a2 new and useful Illuminated Electric
Sign, of which the following is a specifi-
cation 1n such full and clear
enable those skilled in the art to construct
and use the same. _

This invention relates to an illuminated
sign and its object is to produce a block
letter effect with a plain letter, means being:
provided to space the letter away from the
body of the sign to give the block effect.

Another object of the invention is to Pro-
duce a sign which will give the required
result with the least expense of time and
Money. | | | |

It 1s to be noted that where a large sign
has several letters painted on each side
thereof that considerable care must be talken
to avoid 1njury to the letters and also in
the painting to give a good final appearance
to the sign. It is also to be noted that as
the size of the sign increases the hiability
to 1njury to the face thereof increases, be-
caunse of the increasing total weight neces-
sitating several persons to handle the S1oM.
Lhis mvention avoids this difficulty by mak-
ing a stock background in which the lamp
plugs are secured and making use of the
letters secured in place on the plain back-
ground when the backeround has been
crected 1m place. .

Another object of this invention is to pro-
duce a universal background on which any
number of various letters may be hung, the
lamps holding the letter in place. _

Another object of the invention is to pro-
duce a sign which may be easily cleaned
and repainted. The letters being held in
place simply by the lamps may be removed
and washed and repainted, while the hack-
ground 1is left in its position.

Other objects of the invention will ap-
pear as the deseription proceeds.

In the drawing in which the same nu- |

meral indicates the same part throughout,
Figure 1 shows a universal background in
elevation, said background being intended
for use where changes in the word are often
cesired. Fig. 2 shows a front view of a
letter intended to hide the sockets not in

use while providing openings for the lights

to be used. Fig. 3 shows an end view of the

terms as will

B

background and the letter secured thereto
by the lamps, and Fig. 4 shows a front view
ot a sign where the word is to remain per-
manently the same. ' -

The numeral 1 indicates the sign pody, 2
the sockets for the lamps 3, the wiring for
the lamps being concealed within the sign
body in a manner well known in the art.
Lhe sockets 2 project from the face of the
sign body as indicated in Fig. 8, and they

form the means to space the letters away

from the sign body, thus giving a natural
shade effect when an outline letter is used.
The letter 4 has holes which correspond in
position with the position of the sockets in
the sign body 1, but they are only large
enough to allow the lamp base to pass
through, thus causing the letter itself to be
spaced away from the sign body by the
amount of the projection of the sockets.
oince the globes of the lamps are much
larger than the bases thereof they form the
means whereby the letter 4 may be held in
place on the sign body 1. _

It 1s to be noted that with the arrange-

ment of sockets shown in Fig, 1 that any

letter of the alphabet, and any numeral may
be displayed, there being three lamps across
the top row, five lamps in the middle row.
three Jamps in the bottom row and one lamp
in the center under the middle row of five.
This arrangement of the lamp sockets is of
particular advantage where it is necessary
to change the sign often for advertising
purposes, the plate shown in Fig. 2 cover-
g all of the unused sockets and having the
letter painted ‘on the face thereof. Tt is
also to be noted that this arrangement of
the sockets provides the smallest number of
sockets for the great number of changes
required. _

- Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let- -

ters Patent of the United States is as
follows: | _.
- 1. A sign having a plurality” of lamp
sockets therein, a letter having openings to
correspond with some of the lamp sockets,
and lamps 1n the sockets and holding the
letter to the sign body. o

2. A sign body having a plurality of
lamp sockets therein, a letter having open-
ings along its elements to correspond in
position with some of the sockets of the
sign body, means to space the letter away
from the sign body, whereby a natural

60

65

70

79

30

85

90

95

100

105

110



2

_shade effect is produced w1th the lettels |
‘and sign body, and lamps in- the sockets

alono the elements- of the letter and Secur-

ing the letters detachably to the sign body,
3 ‘A sign body adapted to be used with

B _fan indefinite number of letters and figures

~and having a series of three sockets alonﬂ-
- its upper edoe and along its lower edge, ﬁve_
7 lamps &10110“ its central line horizontally,
- 10
- halt the dlst‘ulce from the middle bet of

and a smﬂle lamp spacud substantially one

1%111135 to the lower set oi 1::111'1ps at the center
‘of the letter space. - - .

4 In an iHlununated: 31011 a bmckomund

| o 5 ‘Ld'tpted to be used for a number of dlﬁerent - '

this 11th day

- 987,089,

wor vds - and hfwmo a plumhty of 1&11’113'
sockets therein and projecting therefrom, a

letter having holes along 1its elements to

correspond with the posmon of certain of
the lamp sockets of the background, and 20

lamps in the sockets and adapted to hold

the letter in place on the b‘wkm ound against -

the lamp sockets. -
In testimony wher eof T have set my hand

the presence ot the two subscribed witnesses.

J OSDPH HOT (JHNLR
1S\T_lmeSses

W. T. Hgzss,
O P GRII‘I‘I.LT |

Cﬂples af thlS patent may be obtamed for five cents each by addressmg the Commlssmner of Patents, |
§ | | | | Washmgton, ]) G o .
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