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Lo all whom it may coneern.

Be 1t known that I, Daxter, W. RANTINE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Breoklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented new and useful

Improvements in Clothes-Line Adjusters, of

which the following is a specification. .

This invention relates to endless clothes-
lmme holders and particularly to that class
which is adapted to be used from a window
or balceny, above and beyond reach from
the ground surface, In devices of this char-
acter 1t 1s often the case that both of the pul-
leys supporting the line at the ends of its
travel cannot be secured at the same height
or level. When such conditions exist the
weight of the clothes fastened to a free run-

- ning line has a tendency to cause the line to
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terminating at its outer

move toward the lower pulley making it dif-
ficult to place additional clofhes on the Iine.
Furthermere such undesirable movement of

the line is likely to bring the first clothes

hung on the said line into contact with the
lower pulley, thereby tearing or otherwise
injuring the clothes. -
Lo provide means for avolding such
trouble and to maintain adequate and com-
plete control of the line has been one object
of my invention. - -
Uther objects are to provide an effective
device for adjusting the tension of clothes:
lines, so simple that it may be readily oper-
ated by an mexperienced person, not liable
to 1njury by exposure to the weather and of
moderate cost. ' ' '

These objects are attained by certain novel

constructions and improvements hereinafter
tully deseribed and shown in the accompany-
g drawings, in which — - _
Figure 1, is a side elevation of the com-
plete holder, showing the pulley carrier in
locked position in full lines and in free POS1-
tion by broken lines. Fig. 2, is a partial
plan view of the bar and pulley carrier in
locked position. Fig. 8, is a similar view of
the same in free position and with refer-
ence to the end of the bar. Fig. 4, is a sec-

tional view of the rack-bar, taken on line

a¢—a of Fig. 1, and Tig. 5, is a similar view

of the same, taken on line b—p of It 2. 1.
Like characters of reference refer to like

parts throughout the several views.

- The invention comprises a bar

rib section 2, running its entire
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1, having a
length and

member 3, so formed for a purpose further

reacily flexed in any cirection.

20, partially
Pposed lugs or detents 27.

adjusted along the teeth,

end in a T shaped | may

When 1in the locked position the clothes-line

indicated. The inner end of the bar is
downwardly turned forming a flange 4, and
provided with an annular hub 5, terminat-
g in a thinned member 6, having an eye 7,
adapted to receive the hoolk 8, of the hanger,
or anchor bolt 9, which may be screw-throad.
e or otherwise arranged to be secured to

| any suitable support, as a window casement

or the like. Surrounding the bolt 9, 1s a

conical helical spring 10, fitting the bolt

shank snugly at its smaller diameter and
also tightly fitted to appropriately formed
grooves on the annular hub 5, at its larger
diameter. This arrangement obviously oper-

‘ates to yieldingly maintain the bar 1, par-

allel to the bolt™9, so that the bar may be

On the up-
per surface of the bar 1, is a series of teeth
of the same uniform thickness as the web of
the bar at their rear portion but thickened
on each side at the front as at 12, (See Figs:
2, 3 and 5.) ' o

The clothes-line 18, runs over the pulley
14, mounted to revolve Ireely on a stud 15,
set 1 the pulley carrier 16, which is pro-
vided with upwardly projecting ears 17, ar-
ranged to act as guides on either side of the

bead 2, of the rack-har, preventing lateral

of the pulley carrier; while
other ears 18, oppositely disposed and down-
wardly extending, act ag guides to the
clothes-line. '

The main
1s provided

displacement

portion of the pulley carrier 16,
with connected openings 19 and

The larger open-
ing 19, is adapted to slide freely over the bar
1, being mounted thereon by turning it at a
right angle to the bar and passing the open-
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separated by the oppositely dis-
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g over the T-hook 8, after which it may be

1 such manner
rest on the thick-
the teeth—as in the free
by the broken lines in

that the detents 21, either
ened portion 12, of
position—indicated
Fig. 1, or
the bar
opening 20, contacts with the thickened por-
tion of the teeth as in the locked position—
as shown by the solid lines in If1g. 1.

It will be understood that when in the
iree position the lower end of the larger

loop contacts with the bead of the bar, caus-

ing the carrier to assume such g position

with reference to the bar

_ that the pulley
rotate and the line

run freely on it.

4 .

pass downwardly on the sides of
until the upper portion of the looped
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. operated. A handle 22, for convenience of |

18, s, by its own tension tightly Jocked |
“against the bead of the bar and cannot be |

“operation is also attached to the pulley car-
‘rier and £o arranged that one hand of the
~ operator can lock or umlock or ‘otherwise
" manipulate the pulley carrier thereby ‘tight-

~ ening or locsening the clothes-line.- I
~ From the foregoing it will be seen that

the clothes-line may be adjusted or drawn |
~ over the pulley as is usual, to bring any de-
© gired portion within reach of the operator

- with entire freedom when the pulley carrier
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7 isin its free position; and that the line can-
not-be operated when the carrier is-in the
~ locked position, and that the shift from one

~ position to the other is readily effected. It |
e 18 also evident that when any tension 1s on
 the clothes-line that the bar, and hence the
pulley, its carrier and the line, will be m
~ alinement with the support at. the other end
-~ of the clothes-line, therefore there 1s no.
- tendency for the line to run off the pulleys..
~ Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
 ters Patent, is:

1. A clothes-line adjuster comprising a
- bar, means for maintaining said bar nor--|

~mally but resiliently perpendicular to the
plane of its support, teeth on said ‘bar, said
-teeth being thickened at their front portion,
. a T-shaped hook formed at the outer end of
- -gaid bar, a pulley carrier, a pulley pivoted

therein, said carrier being slidably mounted |
on said bar having an open loop, detents

disposed therein adapted. in one position to

. engage with the thickened portion of the

- _teeth permitting the pulley carrier to swing
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so that the lower end of the open loop con- _
tacts with the lower portion of said bar |

Dbar having a thickened bottom flange,
‘hooked anchor bolt for supporting same,
vielding connection between said bar and

987,015

thereby permitting said pulley to freely re-
volve said detents being adapted in another
position to pass downward -_a.lollgs_lde sald

Dbar until the upper portion of said open

loop engages with the thickened portion of 45
said teeth permitting the pulley carrier to

‘swing so that the pulley contacts with the
| lower portion of the bar locking the pulley

against rotation; stops on said carrier
adapted to embrace said bar thereby  pre- 50
venting lateral movement of the carrier on

| the bar.. |

9. A clothes-line adjuster comprising a
L 5o

Lt

bolt consisting of a conically wound helical

spring, a rearwardly turned outer end on

said bar having a T-shaped extremity, teeth
on the upper surface of said bar, said teeth 60
having a thickened front section, a pulley
carrier slidably mounted on said bar, a pul-

| ley pivoted therein, detents combined with

said carrier and so arranged that the pulley

may be prevented from revolving wheun the 65
_detents are in one position with reference to
‘said thickened portions and free to revolve

when they are in another position with rei-
erence to said thickened portions; and a -
handle on -the pulley carrier for manipula- 70

‘tion and- adjustment of the carrier along

sald bar. - _ o
- In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
sioned by name to this specification i the

‘presence of two subscribing witnesses.

- DANIEL W. RANTINE,
. Witnesses: = ' o

WM H EZ[ARQﬁANb
‘H. L. Larro.
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'_ 'Copiés.'of this patent ﬁay.'_‘pe'obtainéd" for __ﬁxfe,'cents' each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.”
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