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Lo all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Owex McSHANE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Buffalo, in the county of Itrie and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and
usetul Emprovement in (lothes-Pins, of
which the following is a specification.

This 1nvention relates to an 1mproved
clothes pin and the object of the invention
is to produce a pin of this character that
will hold the clothes separately from and

out of contact with the clothes line to avoid

soiling recently cleaned and damp clothes
by contact with a dir ty rope and also to ob-
viate the danger of tearing or manipulating
delicate fabrics through the act of looping
them over a line and forcing a clothes pin
thereon or thrmwh strain thereon while
drying.

The invention also relates to certain de-
tails of construction all of which will be

fully and clearly hereinafter described and

claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which:—

Iigure 1 is an edge view of the improved
clothes pin.  Eig. 2 1s a side view of the im-
proved clothes pin. Fig. 8 1s a side view of
the pin showing the manner of supporting
an aiticle by EWo edges from a wash line,
also showing a section thr ough the line.
i1g. 4 18 & 101101tuc 1nal section thlouﬂh the
nnpioved clothes pin on the line4—4 Elo 2.

The form 1llustrated 1n the drawings con-
sists of a head portion 13, and a body Pox-
tion having two longitudinal slots 14 and 15,
a very thin central tongue 16 projecting
from the head portion between the slots and
two side members 17 and 18 which are sep-
arated from the tongue by the slots 14 and
15. The side member 17, is shorter than the
member 18 and both the side members 17
and 18 are cut diagonally or beveled at their
lower ends at 19 and 20, to facilitate the
entrance of the rope and clothes. With this
form of pin the clothes are inserted i1n the

~slot 15 between the tongue 16 and the side

member 18 and the rope in the slot 14, be-
tween the tongue 16, and the side member 17.
In the form 1illustrated the tongue is of

even thinness throughout, (being very thin,

and having two flat side surfaces) so that
1t will yield or bend extremely easily under
lateral pressure to either side from 1ts nor-
mal position between the thick rigid side
members and thus take up nearly all of the
strain of placing the pin on the clothes line

. and gripping Lhe fabric to be suspended

irom the line.

T'he advantage of this construction is that
when a fabric is placed in one slot and the
pin forced upon a clothes line as illustrated
m Kig. 3 the tongue owing to its thinness
and elasticity 1s bent and forced into con-
tact with an app}:'ecmble portion of the fab-
ric, In fact all of that portion of the fabric
located between the tongue and side member

up to the beveled end of the side member so
that the fabric is gripped between two ap-
proximately plane surfaces and the clamp-
ing pressure is distributed over a compara-

vely large surface of the fabric instead of

being located at a single point which pre-
vents the strain or Lefumﬂ of the fabric
when the clothes line 1s huno in the open
or 1n a breeze or i any situation where the
fabric 1s exposed to a pulling strain.

Another advantage 1s that the danger ot
splitting the pin thr ough abnormal separa-
tion of the side members is overcome OWINng
to the thick and comparatively rigid char-
acter of said side members and the fact that
the stram of fitting the pin upon a clothes
line 1s almost completely bome by the thin
and elastic tongue.

Further advantages of this construction
are that 1t provides a secure grip for the
clothes line and it holds the fabric entirely
out of contact with the clothes line.

In hanging up clothes on a clothes line
with this improved pin, the pin is ftted
over the clothes line with the line passing
through one slot and the fabric gripped in
another slot and held wholly below the hori-
zontal plane of the clothes Iine so that 1t is

utterly 1mpossible for newly washed fabrics ¢

to come in contact with a soiled or dirty
clothes line unless blown over the line by the
wind.

1 claim.

A clothes pin provided with longitudinal
slots and having a central member compris-
ing at least one thin and elastic tongue, op-
posue flat side surfaces and two side men-
bers considerably thicker and more rigid
than the central member separated from
sald central member by the longitudinal
slots; one of said side members being shorter
than the elastic member, and the other the
same length as said elastic member, both of
sald side members having their lower ends
cut diagonally downwardly and outwardly,

- said elastic member beinge adapted to be bent

70

80

39

90

100

105

110



2. 085,615

to extend in close and continuous proximity | ous extent between itself and the side mem- 10
with the inner surface of one of the side | ber nearly all of that portion of a fabric in-
members for a considerable portion of 1its | serted in the other slot located between the
length whereby when a clothes line is in- | elastic member and the side member, sub-
serted and gripped in one slot between the | stantially as set forth.
elastic member and one side member, the S OWEN McSHANE.
elastic member will be sprung toward the | Witnesses: -

side member, and will contact with, grip | = L. M. SANGSTER,
and clamp for a considerable and continu- Geo. A. NEUBAUER.

Cepies of this pdten’t may be obtained for five eents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

