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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Carn E. Ropinsox,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Decatur, 1n the county of Burt and State of
Nebraska, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Clothes-Line Props:
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the
mvention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same.

My 1nvention relates to new and useful
improvements in clothes line props and espe-
cially to the class having for an object to
provide a prop having a base on which said
prop may be removably secured without the
use of separate bolts, etc.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a base for the prop which may be car-
ried from place to place and one which will
hold the post in fixed relation to the clothes
line.

A still further object of my invention is
to provide a base which is so constructed
that water or melted snow will not be re-
tained therein and a still further object is
to provide a member adapted to be seated
on the base portion and also adapted to sup-
port the prop.

A still further object is to provide means

‘on the top end of the prop for finding and

holding the line.

- Other objects and advantages will be here-
matter referred to and more particularly
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this
application, Figure 1 is a perspective view
showing my improved prop and line engag-
Ing means. Fig. 2 is a section through the
base holding the prop. Iig. 3 is a section at
right angles to Ifig. 2 with the prop in its
lowered position. Fig. 4 is a detail per-
spective of the line engaging and holding
means. I1g. 5 is a perspective showing the

line 1n 1its lowered position. Fig. 6 is a per-

spective showing the pole and T shaped
member removed from the base and hung
upon a wall. Fig. 7 is a perspective view
of the prop showing the modified form of
base member. I'ig. 8 is a section through the
modified form of base member showing the
operating parts. Ifig. 9 is a section at right
angles to Fig. 8§ with the prop in a lowered
position, and, Fig. 10 is a section in per-
spective of the T shaped member showing
the retaining lugs thereon.

Referring to the drawings in which simi-
lar reference numerals designate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views, 1 is
a base which may be constructed of metal,
wood or some plastic material, said base be-
Ing substantially square in outline and hav-
1ng a plarality of projecting points 2 located
on the under side thereof, these points being
used for the purpose of holding the base
firmly when once set in the ground or they
may be utilized when the ground is covered
with snow or ice, in which case they will
act 1 the same capacity as if the ground
were not covered. The base must be made
of some material sufficiently heavy to allow
said base to meet the requirements of a
weight. Two of the parallel sides of the base
1 have a substantially U shaped portion cut
therefrom, while the other two parallel sides
have a substantially Y shaped portion 8 cut
partly through the thickness of said last
mentioned walls, all of the aforesaid cut
portions in both sets of parallel walls ex-
tend downwardly to the floor 4, while a lon-
gitudinal valley 5 is cut below said floor and
extends from one of the U shaped cut por-
tions to the other, and a channel crosses
the valley 5 at a point midway at right an-
gles, extending as far as the perpendicular
V shaped lugs 6.

A substantially T shaped member 7 is
acdapted to rest in the channel which crosses
at right angles to the valley 5 and the V
shaped notches 8 cut in each end of the hori-
zontal extension of said member 7 are adapt-
ed to engage said lugs 6 and register
therewith, the upper portion of said T
shaped member terminating in a shoulder
9 and extending from about the central por-
tion of said shoulder is a threaded portion
10, upon which may be secured a pole or the
like 11, and I do not confine myself to a
threaded portion necessarily as any other
suitable securing means may be used.

It will be seen that I do not limit myself
to the particular form of base member and
T shaped member, as just described, but have
provided some slight modifications as dis-
closed 1n Figs. 7, 8, 9 and 10. Here, T have
shown a similar base member with the Y
portions 3* cut from two of the parallel walls
thereof, the extension 4* of the substantially
Y shaped cut portion being narrowed and
leading to a substantially circular channel
52 1 the floor 62 of said base member. The
T shaped member 7* secured to the lower
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~ ment with the narrowed extension 4%, where- |

10

15

£

end of the pole 11> has integral with the ends
of its arms the rectangular lugs 8* 1o po-
sition the pole within the base, 1t 1s first
lowered to a horizontal position so that the
narrowed portions of the lugs 8* are in alme-

upon they are inserted therein and the pole
raised to its vertical position allowing said
lugs to be turned in the channel o*. ‘ihe
broad portion of the lugs will then face up-
wardly against the narrowed extension 4%
thereby retaining said T member witiin tic
base. To aid the ready manipulation of
the pole and the base member, I have pro-
vided the walls adjacent the Y shaped cut
members with the inclined portions 9* and
to remove the pole from the base, the op-

~ eration is just the reverse of that described
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positioning said pole within the base.
Secured to the top end of said pole 11 and

adapted to engage a clothes line 12 or the

like, is a finding and holding means consist-

- ing of a single piece of wire 13 looped in 1ts
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central portion to form an eye 14, whereby
it is secured to the top of the pole and ex-
tends at right angles thereto. At an equal
distance from each side of said loop, the wire
18 is bent upwardly to form vertical por-
tions 15 and 15’. Said wire is then bent in-
wardly from both ends at right angles to
said vertical portions to form horizontal
portions 16 and 16’, leaving a small space 17
between said horizontal portions for the in-
sertion of the line. The remaining end por-
tions are then bent upwardly and outwardly
in opposite directions and at right angles to
the trend of said portions 16 and 16" to form
finders 18 and 18°. -

In securing the wire 13 to the top end ot
the pole, said wire must not only be secured
at right angles to the trend of said pole but
also at right angles to the trend of the hori-

zontal extension of said T shaped member 7,

the object of which is obvious in the operat-
ing of the pole and line holding means. The
pole after being moved about until the find-
ers 18 and 18’ engage the line 12 whereupon
said line is inserted through the space 17, the
prop, including the base, is lifted from the
oround and given a twist, in which case sald
line is engaged and held securely by portions
15, 157, 16 and 16”. This holding means be-

" ing made of a continuous piece of wire, there
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will always be a resiliency which will tend
to retain said line when so desired, no mat-
ter at what height said line may be. '
In order to assemble the various parts for
the purpose of supporting a clothes line, the
base 1 is first positioned below said clothes
line, either immediately below or at any clis-
tance to either side of the line according to
its height, then the pole 11 is secured on the

" T shaped member 7, the T shaped member

being in turn placed on the base so that the
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alinement with the lugs 6 at which point
said T shaped member 1s positioned, so that
the notches in the horizontal extension
thereof register in engagement with said
lugs.

The valley 5 is cut below the floor 4 In
order that any liquid which might settle on
any portion of the base will find 1ts way to
sa1d valley and be carried off thereby, thus

obviating any freezing in cold sveather

79

which is natural under ordinary conditions.

Tt will doubtless be appreciated that 1
have provided a device which will hold a
clothes line in an elevated position sulii-
ciently to prevent the articles carried on said
line from coming in contact with the ground
when blown by a strong wind, as 1s the case
with most all the props used, since they have
no means of being rigidly held in fixed re-
lation with the clothes line. It will also be
seen that my prop will be effective 1 opera-
tion no matter what the height of the lne
may be, without providing means for adjust-
ing it to different heights, nor providing
notches at regular intervals in the prop to
engage the line at different heights.

It will further be seen that I have pro-
vided a finding and holding device secured
to the top of the prop which will effectively
retain the line whenever it is so desired.

Should it be necessary to store the pole
away to keep it dry and away irom the
weather, all that is necessary 1s to disengage
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the holding means from the line, allow the

pole to drop to a position parallel to the
oround, in which case the vertical extension
of the member 7 will rest in the valley 5
and the V shaped notches 8 aline themselves
with lugs 6, the pole given an upward move-
ment and carried away, leaving the base

to remain exposed to the weather, 1f so de-

sired. Of course this operation is In the
form using the T shaped member and base,
as first described, but in the use of a modified
form, the removal of the pole is as has been
heretofore described. ' '

What T claim 15— -

1. A device of the character described,
comprising a base having oppositely dis-
posed walls each provided with a groove, a
line prop with offset portions at its lower
end, and means to retain said offset portions
in said grooves, when said prop 1s in any
position but the horizontal, said offset por-
tions being adapted to be released when said
prop is moved to said horizontal position,

9. A device of the character described,
comprising a base having oppositely dis-
posed walls each provided with a groove,
said base also having a channel therein con-
necting said grooves, a line prop having the
lower portion thereof seated in said channel,
and means codperating with said grooves for
locking the lower end of said prop to the

65 horizontal extension of said member is 1n ° base.
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3. In a device of the character described, | the combination with a base having the side

the combination with a line prop; of a cross-
head detachably secured thereto having its
ends bifurcated, a base having opposed walls
provided with grooves, said base being also
provided with a channel connecting said
grooves tor the reception of said crosshead,
and means to hold the bifurcations in said
grooves when said crosshead is in any posi-
tion but the horizontal.

4. A device of the character described,
comprising the combination with a base hav-
ing the side walls thereof cut away and the
end walls provided with grooves, the grooves
1 said end walls being connected by a chan-
nel in the floor of said base, said floor being
also provided with a valley intersecting said
channel at right angles thereto; of a line
prop seated 1n said channel and removably

20 held between said grooves, and means where- |

by said line prop will be in position to be re-
leased when moved to a horizontal position.
5. In a device of the character described,

walls thereof cut away
provided with grooves, the grooves in said
end walls being connected by a channel in
the tloor of said base, said fioor being also
provided with a valley intersecting said
channel at right angles; of a line prop pro-
vided with a T-shaped crosshead at the
lower end thereof, the horizontal portion of
said crosshead being seated in said channel
and removably held between said grooves
and the depending portion of said crosshead
being adapted to be seated in said valley,
when said prop is moved to a horizontal po-
sition, for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

CARL K. ROBINSON.

- Witnesses:
F. CobpingTonN,
H. K. Byraw.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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