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To all whom it may concern.

- Be it known that I, GEorGE B. W 1m..mul_,
of Waltham, in the u}unty of Middlesex and
State of Massaehusetts.. have invented cer-

tain ‘new and wuseful Improvements in
‘Clothes-Driers, of which the tol]owmo' 1S a
5pec1ﬁcat1011

This invention relates pertlcularly to de-
vices for suspending clothing and other

articles of domestic use in an ml‘lbplead con-
~ditien to be dried after washing.

The object 15 to provide a clotlie% drynw
apparatus which can be set up and 1eadlly
taken down with a minimum expenditure of
and time and of which no trace will
be left when the same 1s taken down zmd
stowed away. -
 Another object is to provide a socket, in
portions of
suclh a device may be removably placed and
held, which socket will be indestructible and

Ay be set into a lawn without offering any

impediment to the passage of a trrabe-renttmgr

niachine.

Still another objeet 1s to plonde a form
of support for a line or lines which may be
acjusted to take up the slack and give any
desired degree of tension to the 1111es

My 111ve11t1011 may be embodied in a va-
I'J.ety of forms, in any of which the essentials

are one or more upright posts, a socket for

each post embedded 1n the ground and a
cross bar removably carried by the top of
each post to which the line or lines are at-
tached. The socket portion referred to 1s
also designed as a support for posts adapted
for any purpose as well as for holding dry-

g hnes. -
Tn the accompanylnﬂ' dmwmos Flgure 1

represents 1n perspective a device adapted to

hold clothing and washable fabricsin an out-
spread suspended condition for drymg, in
which the essential principles of my Inven-
tlon are embodied. Fig. 2 is a sectional view

iHustrating a socket for the upright por- |
“tions of the device,

Fig. 8 18 a sectional
view of one of the uprights or posts of the
device, showing in plane view a socket in

~which the ]atter 1s detachably held. Fig. 4

.50

08

15 an elevation of one of the 1‘111'% of the de-
vice, Ifig. 5§ 1s a cross-section view illus-

trating the manner in which the lines are
wolind up when the device 18 taken apart.
Fig. 6 is a detailed elevation of the -upper
part of one of the uprights showing the

__tml end section.
the same.
i"end of the cross-rail.

1mg wheel attached  thereto.
end view of the same.
"‘-eetlmml view 1]]11et1.-,1tm0* a- mode of qttaeh-

readily shipped into the socket.

upper edge of the

“tion of the post.

manner of l]lGlIIltlllfJ' the cross rail therein.
Fig. 7 1s an end elev: ation of the same par-
Fig. 8 is a plane view of
Fig. 9 is a sectional view of one
IFF1g. 10 1s a front ele-
vation of one of the cross rails with a wind-
Fig. 11 1s an
Fig. 12 i1s a detailed

g the line to the suppertmfr rail. Fig. 1

15 a vertical sectional view ef Q 101'111 of

socket for the upright of the apparatus.

I‘]é 15 18 a plan view of the
swket

~The same wterenee eha acters 111(11‘(::1te
-the sante parts in all the figures.

Refeumﬂ to the drm'}nes the characters
and 2 1*e])1eeent two. uprwhts or posts
Wh]eh are set 1mto sockets embedded in the
oround. One form of such socket is shown

m Figs. 2 and 3 and-is preferably a concrete

block 3 having .a 111et.;1]11e Ining 4 in other
Wor de. the goel{et 18 formed 01 a metal tube

large enough to receive the foot of the post
_ and Set centml]v in a hole 1n the ground,
plastic concrete being filled in the hole
around the tube and bemﬂ‘ allowed to set.
Tle socket so formed has sufficient body and
weight to hold the post npright against any

lateral force which may be ‘applied under

and other fabrics and 1S -
structible.
of the ground or possibly a little below the
surface so that a l‘mm mower or ‘other

practlcallv inde-

grass-cutter may be run over it without be-

ing obstructed or injured. At the bottom
of the socket it opens so as to allow drainage
therefrom of any water which may flow in
and if desired a cap may be provided to
cover the hole of the socket when the post 13

‘removed. Such a cap is designated by 5
~and shown

nin Figs. 1, 13 and 14.
Preferably the ost or posts are made of
wrought 1ron in tubulal form and each post
is of such a size at its foot that it may be
Some dis-
tance above the lower end of the post a pin
G-is‘passed through it, such pin projecting
at 1ts ends from 0pp051te sides of the post
and being adapted fze occupy notches in the
ining or sleeve 4 of the
socket for the purpose of preventing rota-
Mounted on the upper

The top 1s flush with the surface
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kg, 14 is a perspective view of a cover for -
'._HII{'ll socket.
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end of the post 1s a cap 7 which 1s prevented
from rotation by suitable means such as a
set screw 8 or the like. This cap has later-
ally projecting arms 9 and 10 formed with
sockets 11 to recelve a cross-bar or hori-
zontal rail 12. Kach of the posts has such

~ a cap provided with sockets which are open

10

15
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40

on the side away from the other or opposite
post.
designated by 13. One of a number of lines
14 1is stretched between the two rails for the
purpose of supporting the fabrics 15 to be
dried. The tension of these lines holds the
rails in the sockets. Endwise movement of
the rails is prevented by enlargements on
their ceutral portions, such enlargements
being respectivelv ratchet wheel 16 on the
rail 12 and a disk 17 on the rail 13. - This
ratchet and disk are respectively contained

between ribs 18 and 19 on the caps of the

two posts. The enlargement 16 on the rail
12 is made In the form of a ratchet so as to
enable tension to be given to the lhines.

When the rail 12 is rotated the lines are |

wound up on it to the desired degree and
the tension is maintained by the ratchet 16
and cotperating pawl 20 which s pivoted
to the cap 7. _ . '

When it 1s desired to take the device apart
the pawl 20 1s disengaged from the ratchet

and the lines allowed to unwind far enough

to enable the rails to be removed from the
sockets. The lines are then wound up on
either or both of the rails or upon a reel
to be presently described, the _
moved from the sockets and all the parts
may then be put away in a very small space.
When thus removed no trace of the appara-
tus 1s' left, for the sockets are practically
covered by the ground or sod in which they

~are embedded.

In setting up the apparatué the posts are
set 1nto the sockets, the rail 13 into the arms

. of the post 2 and the lines are unwound until

45
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the rail 12 can be set into the openings 11
of the arms 9 and 10. The pawl 20 is then
engaged with the ratchet 16 and the rail

~As a means for rapidly winding up the
lIines when the apparatus is taken apart I
find 1t convenient to provide in connection

with the rail or bar 12 a reel 21. This reel |

consists of a bar connected at its end by
transverse pieces 22 with the ends of the
raill 12. These transverse pieces 22 are

-pivotally hung from studs 28 set or screwed

into caps 24 on the ends of the cross rail ‘12
as shown in Fig. 9. With the device as in

use, the reel 21 hangs from the cross-bar 12

clear of the lines, but when the device is to
be taken apart it is swung over upon the
clothes lines 14 into the dotted position

- shown in Fig. 1. The rail or cross-bar 12

65

1s then removed from its socket and the
whole then used as a reel for winding up

The cross rail carried by the post 2 1s-

posts are re-

[

post are placed.. This figure further shows
‘the manner of attaching the cap to the

turned until the slack of the line is taken up. |

ble.

085,485

the lines as shown 1n Fig. 5. For giving
tension to the lines a socket wrench shown
by dotted lines at 25 in Fig. 9 may be em-
ployed. Such a wrench is set over the head
of one of the studs 24 and turned to wind

70

up the lines around the rail or cross-bar 12. -

By this means a greater tension can be given

than when the rail or cross-bar 1s grasped
and turned by the hands alone.
Not only the posts 1 and 2, but also the

75

cross rails 12 and 13 are preferably made of

metal tubes and a convenient way of attach-
ing the lines thereto is that shown in Fig.

-12. Each line 1s passed through an orifice

in the side of the tube and its end knotted

80

so that 1t 1s prevented from being drawn

from the rail. The holes made pass entirely
through the rail; in other words there may
be alining openings in opposite sides of the
rail as shown 1n Fig. 12 or only one opening
may be provided and the end of the line
passed from the same to the end of the rail
in order to have the knot tied thereto.

A form of socket for the uprights of the

device which I term a socket stake is shown
in Iigs. 13 and 15. The use of such a socket
requires very little digging of the ground
in order to have 1t made and set in
The socket consists of a metal tube 4 as
previously described, in the lower end of
which 1s set a pointed stake 26. A hole of
sufficient depth to provide for the concrete

or cement backing 3 is dug and the stake 26

with the socket tube is driven into the bot-
tom of this hole. The stake steadies and
holds the bottom of the socket, while the
concrete secures the top. Fig. 13 also illus-
trates the notches 27 in the upper edge of
the socket, in which the ends of the pin 6
previously described as being carried by the

socket. This cap has arms 28 which em-
brace a lug 29 on the side of the socket tube
near 1its top, to which lug tLey are united

by a pivot pin. |

It will be understood that a clothes-drying
apparatus of the character described, which
1s entirely of metal, is very strong and dura-
By having the parts made tubular a
sutficient stiffness can be given to them with-
out excessive welght whereby they may be
readily taken down and set up. The ready

place.
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attachability and removability of all the
- parts avoids the necessity of having a per-

manent, unsightly and inconvenient clothes-
drying apparatus near the dwelling of the
user. o

The expense and labor of using a device

| such as described may be diminished by

providing only one upright bar and having

the same mounted near the wall of a house

120

or outbuilding, that is not further away than

the length of the lines. Omne of the rails

' with the Iines connected thereto may be

130
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“attached to the building and the other to

the post.
omitted. | .

A socket consisting of a metal-lined tube
and a surrounding anchorage of concrete or
cement may be used not only for the purpose

In this case the post 2 can be

‘heretofore described, but also for holding

posts adapted for other purposes as for
fences, hammock supports, tennis net sup-
ports, etc. | |

I claim-—

1. A clothes drier comprising in combina-
~tion a plurality of posts, a member on each

post having oppositelaterally-extending arms

5 provided on their free ends with alined sock-

ets open at one side, a horizontal rail renova-
bly contained in the sockets of each post, lines

~connected at thelr opposite ends to, and ex-
tended between, the several rails, an enlarge-

ment on the central part of each bar, ribs.
between the arms of the member of each

1

=

post flanking the enlargement of the respec-
tive rail, the enlargement of one of said rails
being provided with ratchet teeth, and a

pawl on the member carrying this rail for
engaging the ratchet teeth and holding the

rail agamnst rotation due to the pull of the

lines when the latter are wound up thereon.

25"

20 A clothes drier comprising an upright.

post, a cross-bar detachably and rotatably

- mounted upon the said post transversely of

the length thereof, transverse arms hung
prvotally from said cross bar, and a bar se-

cured to said transverse arms parallel with
the cross bar and constituting, with the lat--

ter, a winding reel.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature, in presence of two witnesses.
o GEORGE B. WILLARD.
Witnesses: -

P. W. Przzerr,
ArrrUR H. Browx.
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