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DECORATING MEANS FOR IMITATING BEAMED CEILINGS.

955,307,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 25, 1911,

Application filed September 27, 1909. Serial No. 319,804,

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Avrzur H. Prrxey, a
States of America, and
a resident of Berwyn, county of Cook, State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Decorating Means
tor Imitating Beamed Ceilings, of which the
specification.

1t 1s frequently desirable to imitate Ppro-

jecting beams in the celling of a room which

was not originally provided with such Pro-
jecting beams. This has usually been done
by building into the room woodeén beams ar-
ranged as if they had been a part of the
original structure, or by coating the ceiling
of a room with wall paper having thereon
a representation of beams. When such wall
paper representation is used, it is always ap-
parent that it is merely flat wall paper, how-

“ever skilfully the shadows cast by the beams

may be represented, and it is practically im-
possible to produce commercially such papers
with representations of beams printed there-
on 1n which the shadows will correspond with
the various windows or other sources from
which light enters the room.

The main object of this invention is to.

provide an improved and inexpensive con-

“struction which may be applied to the ceil-

ing of a room by an ordinary paper hanger
or by a person not especially skilled, and
which will be so close an imitation of a
wooden beamed ceiling construction that it
can scarcely be distinguished therefrom at
the distance from which it would ordinarily
be viewed. . _

Further objects are to provide an im-
proved article of manufacture in the form
of a collapsible tubular structure, formed of
strawboard or other thin sheet material
which is made up in sections so that it can
be readily assembled and secured to the ceil-
g of a room to form a foundation over
which grained paper may be pasted to pro-
duce an exact imitation of wooden beam
construction; and to provide improved de-
vices for connecting the tubular sections to-
gether so as to form a durable and rigid
structure which will not sag or become
warped or distorted.

A specific embodiment of this invention is
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which :— - '

Figure 1 is a fragmentary view In per-
spective of the corner of the celling of a

ments showing the method of

1n perspective showing the

by a

‘that they may

room, provided with decorating means con-

structed according to this mvention; a por-
tion of this figure showing the foundation
structure of strawboard; a portion showing
tne arrangement of the inner layer of paper
which extends across the joints; and a por-
tion showing the outer layer of orained
paper which gives the final finish to the ex.
posed surfaces. Fig. 2 is an enlarged crogs-
sectional view of one of the structural ole.
applying the
structure to the ceiling. Fig. 3 15 a detail
shape to which
are cut when they

the ends of the sections

abut against the sides of other sections.

F1g. 4 1s a notched sectional detail showing
the manner of applying the foundation
structure when a beam 1is contiguous to a
side wall. Fig. 5 is a detail in perspective
showing the shape of the strawboard struc.
ture which is inserted into the abutting
ends of two sections of the same beam for
splicing the sections together. 1g. 6 shows
series of views in perspective the man-
ner of bending the fasteners which are used
for securing the edges of the sheets of straw-
board in forming a beam with moldings.
ITig. 7 is a perspective view of one of the
staples which are used in making the joints
between sections which meet end to end.
Figs. 8,9, and 10 show modified forms of the
strawboard foundation structure. Fio. 11
shows a clip used in the modified constric-
tion. Tig. 12 shows a washer or bur through
which are inserted the screws which secure

the structure to the ceiling.

In the construction shown in the draw-
ings, the imitation of beams in the celling
15 produced by fastening to the celling a
toundation structure built up of hollow
shells of light and stiff material, such ag
strawboard.  TFor convenience in packing
and shipping, these shells are made up from
flat sheets, properly cut, ruled and scored so
be rapidly built up as they
are being applied to the ceiling. The sheets
are ol standard length and joined end to end
during the process of attaching them to the
ceiling so as to make up continuous beams
of any desired length. Tn the form shown
m Figs. 1 to 5, the shells comprise a middle
dart of substantially rectanoular cross-see-
tion and a molding extending along each
side of the middle part. The sheet of strav.
board is first scored along the ten parallel
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1ines at which it is to be bent. 1t 18 pre-
forred to use what 1s known as “lined”
strawboard, that is, strawboard which has
a facing of paper on one side, since this fac-
ino of paper prevents the strawboard from
warping. when moistened by the paste which
is used for applying the final layers of wall
paper.

In applying the strawboard foundation
ctructure to the ceiling, the workman first
draws lines on the ceiling to assist him 1n
Jocating the beams. For 1nstance, he might
draw Lnes locating the positions ol the
folds 1 and 2. Then in applymg the straw-
board, he will first place the sheet so that
tlie score which is designated 1 1n Fig. 2 will
register with the mark on the ceiling desig-
nated 1 in [Fie. 1. He then secures the
strips 3 to the ceiling, preferably by means
of screws 4 passed through washers o. He
next secures the strip 6 of the strawboard
heet so that the score 2 coincides with the
corresponding line on the ceiling, in the
came manner as he fastened the strip .
Finally, the outer strips T are fastened to
the strips 8, which then form the sides of a
beam, the edges of the strips 7 being located
by means of a mark previously made in the
proper position on the strips 8. 'Lhese
marks are preferably printed upon the
hoets of the strawboard by the manufac-
turer. The edge strips 7 are secured to the
foces of the strips § by inserting fasteners
0 through registering slhts in the straw-

board. These slits as well as the pertora-

{ions through which the screws 4 pass may
a1l be made by the manufacturer, or they
may be merely knite cuts made by the paper
hanger as he erects the foundation structure.
On assembling the structure, the shells
which form the beams 10 are secured to the
ceiling and connected end to end so as to
extend across the entire length of the room.
The beams 11 which extend transversely
~eross the room are cut to such lengths as
to fit between the successive beams 10, and
arve preferably disposed at right angles to
e beams 10 so as to avoid the necessity of
employing special skill 1n making the joints.
These, like the beams 10, are also secured
directly to the ceiling, and their ends are
cut to the shape shown in Fig. 3 to fit the
Leams 10. In addition to securing the sec-
tions to the ceiling, and as a means for
holding them together, metal fastening clips
or staples 12 are placed across all end jonts.
The fasteners 9 are inserted through the
parts 8 with heads inside as shown, before
ihe sirawboard sections are secured to the
ceiling, and each fastener 1s retained 1n po-
sition by bending over one of its shanks

13, The strip 7 is secured by pushing 1t
into place and causing the remaming shanks

o5

14 of the fasteners to enter the slits m the
strip 7. The bent over shanks 18 secure the

fasteners against dislodgment during this
operation.  Finally, the shanks 14 are bent
down against the outer faces of the strips 7.
The joints between abutting ends Of sec-
Gons of the same beam are made by 1nsert-
ing a strawboard core 1o so as to extend
wcross the joint, within the beam. This 1s
made by bending a strip of strawboard to
form a hollow rectangle and fastening the
onds as at 16 in Fig. 5. The corner bends
1T of the core should be at right angles to
ihose of the beams so that the core will
brace the beam against racking. ‘Lhe tele-
scoping core 15 is also tastened in place by
fasteners 9. Where 1t 18 desired to have a
beam of less width along the side walls, the
middle strip 18 may be cut down and scored

Fig. 4. After the Toun lation structure 1s
in place, the whole ceiling is covered by
wall paper. The paper covering the panels
90 between the beams is first applied and
its margins are turned down and pasted to
ihe sides of the moldings 21 along the
beams. Iinaily, the finishing layer of

this being laid so that the grain runs paral-
Tl with the beams and being fitted where
the beams join one another so as o have the
appearance of joints 1n & wooden structure.
The strips of grained paper 22 should be
of cuch width that they will extend over the
entire exposed surfaces of the beam shell and
the two adjacent molding shells so that thewr
odges will exactly meet the flat surfaces of
the panels. The grained paper thus serves
~< an additional bond between the beam and

molding shells.

93 designates a picture molding which
should preferably be of wood of the kind
which is imitated in the grained paper.

The arrangement of the ceiling ornamen-
tation iz, of course, snsceptible of imlimitea
modification, but in designing a beamed
ceiling, it is desirable that there be intersect-
ing beams at suitable intervals in order that
the shells of the beams ranning in one direc-
tion will support those of the beams IaNNIng
‘h a transverse direction against collapsing
or distortion. - '

Tn the modification shown in Fig. § the
marein strips 7 are turned up instead ot
down and are secured by angle clips 2.

Tn the form shown in Fig. 9, the beams
55 and moldings 26 are separate and each
‘< in the form of a complete tube. The
heams 25 are fastened to the ceiling by angle
clips 24 and the moldings are fastened to
the beams by similar angle clips 24 In the
form shown in Iig. 10, the sections are also
tubular, but of modified construection. _

Although certain specific embodiments ol
this invention are herein shown and de-
ceribed, 1t will be understood that numerous
| Jetails of the constructions shown may be

to provide the fastening flange 19 as 1n
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altered or omitted, within the scope of the |

tollowing claims, without departing from
the spirit of this invention.

I claim — .

1. In means for imitating beamed cellings,

a collapsible structural element COMpPrising

a strip of material folded to form a peam |

member substantially rectangular in cross-
sectional form and folded to form a molding
extending along each side thereof.

2. In means for imitating beamed ceil-
ngs, a structural element COMPYISING a strip
of material folded to form a beam member
substantially rectangular in cross-sectional
form witlh g molding extending along each
side thereof, and means concealed within
the molding for securing said element in

position.

3. Means for imitating beamed cellings,
comprising a plurality of mtersecting shells
of comparatively light and stiff material
secured to the ceiling of a room and con.
nected together to simulate wooden beams.
and a layer of paper pasted over said shells
and having its surface grained to imitate
the appearance of wood, said shells
built up from a plurality of sections, and
strips of suitable material extending across
the joints between said sections for binding
them together.

4. In means for 1imitating beamed ceilings,
a collapsible structural element comprising
a sheet of material folded to form s beam
member rectangular in cross-sectional form,
and further folded to form g molding ex-
tending along the upper edge of said beam
member.

0. In means for imitating beamed cellings,

the combination with a hollow beam mem-
ber, of a hollow collapsible molding extend-
1ng along the upper edge of said beam mem-
ber and secured thereto, and means for ge-
curing said molding in place, said securing
means being concealed by the completed
molding.

6. In means for imitating beamed ceilings,
a hollow collapsible beam member, a hollow
collapsible molding extending along each

side of said beam member, and means for

securing said moldings in place, said

secur-
Ing means being concealed by the completed
moldings. |

being

|

~at right angles to those of

&

7.

The method of imitating a beamed ceil-
ing, which consists in torming a hollow
beam, partially forming a hollow molding
at each side of said beam adapted to support
sald beam, securing said moldings to the
ceiling, and completing said moldings.

8. Means for 1mitating beamed cellings,
comprising a foundation structure formed
of sheet material bent to simulate wooden
beam and having marginal parts bent upon
themselves to form moldings along the sides
of the beam, and a layer of paper pasted
over said foundation structure. -

9. Means for imitating beamed cerlings,
comprising a foundation structure formed
of sheet material bent to simulate a wooden
beam and having marginal parts bent upon
themselves to form moldings along the sides
of the beam, the edoes ofsaid marginal parts
lying flat against the sides of the beam parts,
metal fasteners connecting said edges to the
beam parts, and a layer of paper pasted over
satd foundation structure, '

10. Means for mmitating beamed cellings,
comprising a foundation structure foripad
0f sheet material bent to simulate n wooden
beam and having marginal parts bent upon
themselves to form moldings along the sides
of the beam, said foundation structure com-
prising a plurality of similar holiow shells,
abutting end to end, connecting sections of
l1ke material telescoping with said shells and
extending across the joints between them.,
said connecting sections being formed by
bending strips of said material upon 1itself
and the bends being disposed substantially
said shells, and a
layer of paper pasted over said foundation
structure,

11. The method of imitating a beamed
ceiling, which consists in providing a suit-
ably scored blank, folding the same to form
a hollow beam, securing the structure thus
tormed in place, and further tolding the
blank to form a hollow molding. .

Signed at Chicago this 25th day of Sep-
tember, 1909. -

ARTHUR H. PITNEY.

Witnesses:
LLverNe A. Rummrer,
Iipwin Porrps.

mw

Copies

of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. ¢.”
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