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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Townsenp WricHT,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
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Ifayette, m the county of Howard and
State of Missouri, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Washing-Machines,

of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to washing ma-
chines, the object being to provide an easily
operated and simple construction of ma-
chine which will insure an effective agita-
tion of the clothes and suds water, and the
thorough cleansing of the clothes within a
minimuin period of time.

The invention consists of the features of

construction, combination and arrangement

of parts, hereinafter fully described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which :— -

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a wash-
2 13 a detall view, showing the cover and
abutment swung back for the removal of
the basket from the casing; Fig. 3 15 a
vertical transverse section through the cas-
ing and basket; Fig. 4 is a detail view of
the basket.

- Referring to the drawing, 1 designafes a

supporting base or stand, on which 1s ar-
ranged an imperforate washing cylinder,
tub or casing 2 which may be constructed
of any suitable material. This tub or casing
is designed to contain the suds water or
cleansing solution used in the washing oper-
ation.

The clothes to be washed are placed with-
in a basket or receptacle 3 having perforated
side and bottom walls and open at the top,
sald basket being of sufficiently less height
and diameter than the casing to provide for

its reciprocation in a vertical plane and to

50

form an intervening surrounding channel or
space for the circulation of the suds water.
The basket shown in the present instance
is formed of sheet metal having perfora-
tions therein, but it may be formed of wire
or other suitable reticulated material. Sup-
porting rods 4 are secured longitudinally to

‘diametrically opposite sides of the basket

and project above the same and are pivot-
ally connected at their upper ends 5 to one
end of a walking beam lever 6 having an
operating bar or handle 7, said lever being

' pivotally mounted upon spaced standards

55

3 p}‘{)jeéting upwardly from the base 1. DBy

oscillating this lever in a vertical plane, the

ing machine embodying my nvention; Fig.

s B — g

suds water at the top of the basket.

basket will be reciprocated within the cas-
g, as will be readily understood.

Mounted upon the base, adjacent the cas-
1ng, is a hollow post or standard 9 recelving
a rod or crane arm 10, adjustably secured
thereto by a set screw 11. The curved end
of the arm of the crane is designed to over-
hang the casing 2 and i1s provided with a
threaded bearing 12 for a vertically disposed
screw rod 13 provided at its upper end with
a manipulating handle 14.

Mounted upon the rod 1s a concavo-con-
vex abutment or stationary pounder 15 of a
diameter to tightlv fit the basket and hav-
ing its concave side facing dowmwardly, the
body of said abutment being formed with
nerforations 16. 'The central opening or
perforation 17 of the abutment through
which the rod extends is threaded for en-
oagement with the threads of the rod by
which the abutment is rencdered vertically
adjustable on the rod to hold 1t at a proper
elevation above the bottom of the basket 1n
accordance with the amount of clothes con-
tained therein. Also mounted upon the rod
is a concavo-convex cover 18 of a diameter
to snugly fit and close the basket above the
abutment, said cover being imperforate to
prevent the escape or splashing out of the
The
cover has a central opening or perforation
19 for the passage of the rod, which por-
tion of said cover is threaded for engage-
ment with the threads of the rods, whereby
the cover may be adjusted to lie at the de-
sired elevation above the abutment.

In the operation of the machine, the de-
sired amount of suds water or cleansing so-
lution is placed within the casing 2, after
which the clothes are placed within the bas-
ket and the latter lowered by the lever 6
into the casing. The crane-arm which 18
normally swung outwardly to the inopera-
tive position shown in Fig. 2, 1s then swung
inwardly to dispose the perforated abutment
and cover above the casing, after which the
rod 18 is swung downiwardly by means of 1ts
manipulating handle 14 until the abutment
contacts lightly with the body of clothes
within the basket and the cover is arranged

at the proper elevation to prevent escape of

the water from the top of the basket. 'The
crane arm is then fixed in position by tight-
ening the set screw 11. Upon then oper-
ating the lever 6 up and down, the baslket
will be reciprocated within the casing. On
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the cleansing flmd therethrough.

the

2.

the downward movement of the basket, the |

siels water will be agitated and  forced
from the casing mto tho basket through the
Forations leeln thus loosening up and

pe1n
thoroughly wliahnw the clothes. In this
parl of the f}pualmu the water will pass

through the clothes which will float therein,

nhe_.mby they will be turned over and over
to present new surfaces for the passage of
On the
upward movement of the Ime]wt the clothes

will come in contact with the stationary

abutnrent and will be squeezed and com-
pressed between the same and the walls of
basket, the water thus being pressed
from the clothes and forced out through the
perforations 1 the basket and abutment.
tn the reciprocations of the basket, the
clothes will thus be alternately loosened up
and Lrned over and subjected to a squeez-
ing  or pounding  pressure,
clathes and suds water
agitated and caused to How |

ek and f{u th

to und from the casing and basket, thereby

washing the clothes tlmloun‘hly and effec-
It

tvelv within a minimum period of time.
will. of course, be understood that the
amount of squeezing pressure applied to the
clothes may be regulated by adjusting the
fixed abutment. After the clothes have been
washed, the crane arm 1s released by relax-
ing the set screw 11, then elevftted and

_-.wmw‘ outwardly to the position shown in

2, thus Wlﬂldl‘ﬂWHlO the abutment and
‘from the basket and casing. The

Ifg.

theretrcm and adapted to be 1
therein,

whereby the
will he th{}l(}ll“"hh"'

986,315
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hasket 1s then vlm]'qtt,dlfl om the casing
through the arm or lever 6, the water al-
‘.uwed to drain thesgfrony hack 1111{) the cas-
ng, and the clothds finally removed.

Ifrom the foregoing description, the con-
struetion and mode of use of N1y 1mpI=0V(Jd

washing machine will be readily understood

and 1t will be seen that.a simple and 1nex-

| pensive construction of machine 1s provided

which may be eastly operated, and which
msures the effective agitation of beth the
sucs arnter and clothes, whereby the latter
will be effectually cleansed.

Having thus described the inv ention, what
I claim 1s:

A washing machine comprising a casing,
2 reciprocatory perforated basket 19111(11*31}1@
reciprocated
means for rating, lowermg and re-
ciprocating the basket, a standard 11‘1“.‘1110‘ a
lanterally swinging vertically adjustable-crane
A1) ada]}{e(‘ to be moved into and out of
alimement with the casing, a screw rod ad-
justable vertically in a threaded bearing on
satd crane arm, a perforated abutinent car-
ried by the rod :and vertically adjustable
thereon, and an 1mperforate cover adjust-
ably mounted on the rod above the abut-
ment.

In testuony whereef 1 aflix my signature

1n presence of tave witnesses.

TOAWNSEND WRIGHT.
Witnesses:

U S. WrieHT,
C. 0. Lewis.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “-Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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