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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Crayron F. Wrr-
MORE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
mg at Jersey City, in the county of Hud-
son and State of New Jersey, have invented
certain mew and useful Improvements in
Casket Construction, of which the following

18 a Tull, clear, and exact description, such

as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the
sane.

1his invention relates to casket construc-

tion. One of the objects thereof i to Pro-
vide a simple and compact casket top con-
struction, possessing certain desirable fea-
tures under various conditions of use.

Other objects will be in part obvious and
i part pointed out hereinafter.

The 1nvention accordingly consists in the |

teatures of construction, combinations of
elements and arrangement of parts which
will be exemplified in the construction here-
inafter set forth, and the scope of the ap-
plication of which will be indicated in the
following claims. |

In the accompanying drawings wherein
18 lustrated one of various possible embodi-
ments of this invention, Figure 1, is a plan
view of a casket top with the parts in nor-
mal closed position. TFig. 2, 'is a similar
view with the head panel in open position.
Fig. 3, is an end elevation disclosing *the
position, and, Fig. 4, is an
end elevation with the head panel raised.

Similar reference characters refer to simi-
lar parts throughout the specification and
drawing. '

In order that certain features of this in-
vention may be more readily and fully un-
derstood, it may here be noted that in burial
casket construction, it is aimed to secure a
balanced or symmetrical appearance of the
casket 1n closed condition. Tt is further
considered desirable in this art that, with
the head panel of the casket opened, an ex-
cess of ornament at this end be displayed
and all bare surfaces be avoided. The at-
tainment of this ornamental effect of the
casket opening without a loss of the bal-
anced appearance of the closed casket and

- without sacrifice of compactness or sym-

metry of construction is among the domi-

nant aims of this invention.

!

|

Referring to the drawings, 1 denotes the |

‘produced by the symmetrical and

trame of a casket top which supports head
and foot panels 2 and 3 respectively, and
name-plate panel 4. The head and foot
panels are formed to fit snugly against the
sides of the name-plate panel which is ar-
ranged substantially centrally of the frame,
so that when these various parts are as-
sembled they will produce a balanced or-
hamental effect. The name-plate panel 4
may have its upper surface embellished by
any preferred ornamental design and upon
the side thereof adjacent the head panel 1is

- Turther provided with ornamentation in re.

lief as shown at 5 in Fig. 2 of the drawing.
The frame 1 is provided with an opening 6
which, when the head panel is Temoved
gives a view of the inferior of the casket.
Panel 2 is provided at its inner end with «
recess adapted to receive the projecting or-
namentation 5 when the said panel is in po-

‘sition, closing the opening 6, whereby the

sald ornamentation is protected and con-
cealed from view. The panel 2 may be at-
tached to the frame by means of any suit-

| able hinge construction as at 8, or be held in

place by means of dowel-pins or in any
other way that preference dictates. A latch
9 may be provided to secure the parts in as-
sembled relation.

It will be seen from the foregoing that
this invention as disclosed in the present
embodiment thereof is well adapted to at-
tain the objects and to possess the advan-
tages hereinbefore set forth in a simple and
effective manner.

It 18 to be noted that the word “ balanced »
15 used to define the effect or appearance
compact

arrangement of the various parts, in rela-

tion to each other and to the construction as

a whole.

As many changes could be made in the
above construction and many apparently
widely different embodiments of this inven-
tion could be made without departing from
the scope thereof, it is intended that all mat-
ter contained in the above description or
shown in the accompanying drawings shall

‘be Interpreted as illustrative and not in a

Iimiting sense. :

It 18 also to be understood that the lan-
guage used in the following claims is in-
tended to cover all of the generic and spe-
cific features of the invention herein de-
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scribed and all statements of the scope of
the invention, which, as a mater of lan-
ouage, might be said to fall therebetween.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent 1s:

1. In a casket top, in combination, a
frame provided with an opening at the head
end thereof, a name-plate panel, having an
ornamental projecting portion upon the side
thereof adjacent said opening, and a head
panel constructed to close said opening and
conceal said ornamentation,

2. In a casket top,1n combination, a frame
15 provided with an opening at the head end !

-2 083,963

thereof, a foot panel, a name-plate panel
having an ornamental projecting portion
upon the side thereof adjacent said opening,
a removable head panel and a recess in the
latter adapted to receive therein and con-
ceal sard ornamental portion when said head
panel 1s 1 normal position covering said
Opening.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
1n the presence of two witnesses.

CLAYTON . WETMORE.

Witnesses:
Herperr L. S1BIN,
Wirriam M. BuckwL:
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