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To all whom it MAY CONCErn,:
Be 1t known that I, Frevrrice 8. Srar-

 TORD, a citizen of the Umted States, residing

{.’.'__,T'l
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20

‘bile

at I)qﬂab, 1in the county of Dallas and State

of Texas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Combined Automo-
Tail-Laghts and Illuminated Nuunbers,
of which the following is a specification.

My 1nvention velates to new and useful

improvements in combined automobile tail

Its object
is to provide a frame to recelve an automo-

lwhts and 1llumimated 111111’11381'%

bile number, which number will be so 1Humi-
nated that it may be read for a considerable
distance.

Another object 1s to pr wxdu a hollow cas-
mg adapted to receive a glass plate bearing

-the number of the lmtmnubﬂb} the source of

light being placed within said Casing to
ﬂlunnnate the numbm T

A furilier objedt is to provide ‘S.;lld casing

" with a window fitted with red glass thr ouﬂh

b3
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in the accompanying cdra

which the light from said source will pass
forming a chnﬂel bl“]lﬁl

A still further Object is to provide means
by which said glass plates which carry nu-
merals fornng “the number will be made in-

terchangeable.

1) 111‘“1]1;?' the object of the invention is to
provide o device of the character described
that will be strong, durable, simple and effi-
cient, and comparatively casy -to construct,

and also one hich will not be hLdy to get

out of working order,
With these and various other objects in

view my Invention has relation to certain

novel features of the construction and op-

eralion, an example of which 1s described m-

the followi g qpemﬁcaimn and 1llustrated
ing, wherein :—
- Higure 1 1s a

plates partially removed from its frame,

g, 215 a seetional view of the same taken

on the line a—a of Iig. 1. Fie. 3 15 a detail

cross section taken 01Lthe line y—y of Fig,

1. Fig. 4 is a detail view of one of the
double springs which are employed to excert
pressure upon the glass plates to hold them
firmly in their frame. Iig. 5 isa front view

~of a slightly modified form of the mventmn

‘mobile ’ml lamp and 1111111'1mated therebv
1S
shown, the lamp itself being thought unnec-
essary to an understanding of the mvezn- |

In this view only a door of the lamp

-
.-

| front Vlefﬁf of the herein
“described devicé showing one of the glass

t'i011 Flg 6 15 a side view of the same., Fig,
7 1s a bottom view of the modified demce den

| tached from thie door of the lamp. =~

Referring now more particularly to. the 30

drawings, wherein like numerals of refor-
erice deswﬂate similar parts in all the fig-
ures, the “numeral 1 denotes = 1ectdnﬂulal
frame of approximately U-shaped cross sec-

tion. which férms the front oi the hollow '6 =

casing within which the source of light 1S
pheed, said framé being adapted to receive
a number of olass plates 2, each of which

carries one of the numerals for ming the
automobile number.

ribs 3 of T-shaped cross-section are vertically |

positioned in the frame 1 and serve to divide

1t 1nto a nwmber of compartments each of
which 1s adapted to receive one of said glass
plates.

composite construction illustrated in Fig. 3,

which congtruction is adapted to afford the

maximum strength.” BEach of the ribs 3 1s,
positioned with  its portion 3* toward the

A pumber of vertical 70

The ribs 3 will preferably: have the " 5.

rear forming a partition between the glass gg

plates 2. Upou the portion 32 of each Tib
acdjacent to the top thereof there is mounted
a couble spring 1 the two parts of whach,
passing on each side of the portion 32, are
adapted to bear agalnst the glass plates 2.
T the vear of the frame 1 is secured a Te-

flector 5, the walls of which. slope to a com-

Mo pmnt At {his point there is mounted
:m ineandescent bulb 6 1m a suitable socket
7. In the reflector 5 there is provided a slot
extendmn tongitudinally thereof near
lower BLI‘DE‘, Through this slot the plates 2
e mtmdnud into the Trame, thewr upper
edges bung:, ]}ilmad under the springs 4, and
forced into the upper portion of the frame.
The plate is then released permitting its

lower edge to drop inte the lower portion of

the frame 1. In or der that the upper edge

of the plate will not escape from contact
with the upper portion of the frame, the up-
per edge of the frame 18 given a width
oreater than that of the lower edge thercot.
A civeular frame 9 centrally 111011111:;3(1 upon
the top of the rectangular frame 1 is adapiul
to receive a glass phfe 10, which glass will
be prefer 11111; clish-shaped and of a red color.
The Iamp 6 will serve both to illuminate the

1ts
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numbers carried by the glags plate 2 and to

throw a colored hﬂ"h't ihmuﬂh lhe
10 forming a d.;u.nﬂer signal.
in the l‘I‘lOdlfiGd form of this device illus-

: trated n I‘ws. 5 to. ’T mcluswe, numeral 11

olags
110



i

denotes the frame of a circular door such as

are in common use on automobile lamps, and

12 is the glass window thereof. This dbor

O

10

is provided with a hinge 13 and a set-screw
14 by means of which a closure is formed
with the lamp. The frame 1 is secured to
the lamp door at its center in a vertical po-

sition, and projecting perpendicularly there-

from, any suitable means being employed
to form a rigid attachment. A semi-circular

plate 15 which is secured to that extremity

- of the frame 1 adjacent to the door serves

15

20

20

30

-front of the frame. _
secured to the rear surface of the frame 1

to prevent light escaping from the lamp in
A curved reflector 16

has a semi-cylindrical shade adjacent to the

“door of the lamp, permitting a maximum

amount, of light to enter the casing from the
lamp,
gradually reduces to a plane surtace. A slot
8 as previously described is provided in the
lower edge of this reflector to permit the

‘glass plates 2 to be introduced into the
frame 1. This modified form of the inven-
tion is of a cheaper construction and elimi-
‘nates the necessity of a source of electric
light. It may be attached to any of the or-
‘dinary oil-burning lamps which are at pres-

ent used to illuminate the numbers of auto-
mobies. - .
T atn aware that changes may be made 1n

and at the other end said reflector

083,046

the form and proportion of parts and details

of construction of the device herein de-
scribed as a preferable embodiment of my
invention, without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing the advantages thereof, and I,
therefore, reserve the right to make such
changes and alterations 1n said device as
fairly come within the scope of the follow-
ing claim. -

What I claim 1s:—

In a device of the character described, the

combination with a plurality of transparent
plates, each of which carries a numeral, of

a frame, a plurality of T-shaped ribs verti-
cally mounted in said frame and forming
compartments therein, each of which com-
partments is adapted to receive one of said
plates, bifurcated springs mounted upon the
upper portions of said ribs and bearing upon
said plates, a reflector secured to the rear
of said frame, a source of light adapted to
illuminate said reflector, and a means adapt-
ed to prevent light from said source from
passing in front of said frame.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification 1n the presence ot

two subscribing witnesses, -
FREDERICK 5. STAFFORD.

Witnesses: .
J. S. Mugrray, |

Eucenta HENSLEY.
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