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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joun L. McKay, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Minneapolis, in the county of Hennepin and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Table-Top
Protectors; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tron of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled 1n the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same. '

My mvention has for its object to provide
an 1mproved table top protector and to this
end 1t consists of the novel devices and com-
binations of devices hereinafter described

and defined in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings which
Hustrate the invention, like characters indi-
cate like parts throughout the several views.

teferring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
plan view, shewing the complete table top
protector. Fig. 2 is an edge elevation
chowing one-half section of the protector
partly tolded. Xig. 3 is an edge elevation
showing the complete protector turned into
a vertical pesition and with the half sections
thereof separated. TFig. 4 is a fragmentary
perspective view showing a portion of one

oi the cuter segments of the table top pro-
tector, looking at the upper surface thereof

and with some parts sectioned, some broken
away and with some parts turned out of po-

sition.  Fig. 5 is a perspective view looking

at the lower or bottom surface of the parts
shown m Fig. 4. Tig. 6 is a fragmentary
perspective view illustrating the means for
connecting the segments of the .protector.
F1g. 7 is a view corresponding to Iig. 6,
but showing a slightly modified form of the
hinge connection between the segments of
the protector. Fig. 8 is a sectional perspec-
tive view with parts broken away taken on
the Ime #® * of Fig. 1, and showing a clamp

tor securing the protector to a table top.

Fig. 9 is a plan view of one of the clamps
shown in Fig. 8; and Figs. 10 and 11 are

L.

views, respectively, in side and front eleva-

tion of the clamp shown in detail in 1. 9.

The table top protector illustrated in the
drawings is made round to adapt it for a7-
pheation to round table tops, but it may be
made square, oblong, or other form.

Lhe bodies of the so-called segments that

make up the half sections of the protector

are atforded by quite heavy sheets of as-

bestos board 1, the lower surfaces of which
are preterably covered by thin cloth 2, such
as cheese cloth, the edges of which are
turned upward over the edges of said as-
bestos and secured to the upper surface
thereof by adhesive material. The edges of
these asbestos boards are preferably covered
by binding strips 2* of canvas or similar ma-
terial. Secured to the under surface of the
cheese cloth 2 and the binding strips 2* and
covering the entire under surface of the seg-
ments 18 a sheet of felt 8 or other non-abra-
sive material adapted to be used in contact
with a highly polished table top.

The upper surface of the segments macke
ap of the asbestos boards 1 are provided
with o1l cloth coverings 4—42. The oil cloth
sections 4 each extend over one intermediate
and one outside segment, while the oil cloth
sections 4* extend each over but one of the
outside segments, thus leaving open joints
4" at the top of the protector and open joints
4 at the bottom of the protector (see par-
ticularly Figs. 1 and 2).  The oil cloth cov-
erings 4—42 of the one-half section of the
protector are provided with projecting flaps
4¢ that are adapted to overlap the abutting
edge portion of the other half section of the
protector, as shown 1n Ifigs. 1, 83 and 8, and
thereby form a substantially liquid tight
joint between the said half sections. The
joints 4¢ (see particularly Fig. 6) are made
liquid tight by the oil cloth sheets 4 and fur-
ther by reinforcing joint strips 5 of water-
proof material, such as rubber sheeting,
which overlap the said joints 4¢ and are in-
terposed between the said oil cloth strips 4

and the tops of the conuected seoments or
boards 1. Also, these joints are reinforced
by flexible hinges 6, preferably of leather,
secured to the connected sections by tacks
or otherwise and interposed between the said
connected sections and the said reinforcing
strips 5. The joints 4° (see particularly
Figs. 2 and 7) are made liquid tight by re-
intorcing strips 7 of flexible water-proof

material, such as rubber sheeting: and the
are further connected by

sald sections
leather hinges 8 secured to the respective
sections by tacks or other suitable devices
and interposed between the joint strips 7 and
the protector sections to which they are at-

tached.

In many cases it is desirable to have a
table top protector or covering that will
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Proj ect considembly beyo-ndthe edges of the

table top and thereby materially increase the
size of the table. When such protector or

covering is employed, some suitable means 18

desirable for rigidly securing the protector to
the table top. A. simple and eflicient device
for this purpose is shown in the drawings,
wherein the numeral 9 indicates a thin metal
disk or plate having, as shown, pressed from

the intermediate portion thereof a depend-

ing clamping arm 10, the end of which 1s
hent laterally at 11 into a plane parallel to
the body 9. A clamping screw 12 works
with threaded engagement through the said
end portion 11 and the said arm 10 1s formed
with a perforation 18 for a purpose which
will presently appear.. The numeral 14 1n-
dicates dowel pins carried by one of the
table top.sections 15 and engageable with
seats 16 in the abutting edge of the other
table top sections. Preferably, two of these
improved. clamps are used and applied, as
shown in Tigs. 1 and 8 by reference to which
it will be seen that the thin clamping arms
10 .are interposed between the adjoining
edges of the table top sections 15 and of the
half sections of the protector. With the
thin body portion 9 resting upon and over-
lapping the half sections of the protector
but interposed below loose portions of the
flap 4% and body portions of the oil cloth

covering, the clamping screw 12 1s, of course,

983,920

screwed against the bottom of the overlying

table top section 15. One of the dowel ping
14 1s passed through each of the periorated

arms 10. When the protector i1s screwed as

just indicated by a pair of clamps described

1t 'will be firmly held to the table top against
sliding ‘and other movements. The dowel
pins 14, as 1s_ evident, hold the clamps

against sliding movements in the direction

of the opening between the table top sec-
tions 15. . SR -

What I claim 1s: -
A table top protector made up of halt
sections, each half section comprising three
sub-sections, flexible hinges connecting the
outer sub-sections to the intermediate sub-

sections, one at the upper and the other at

the lower surface thereof, water proof cov-
erings extending over one outer and one 1n-
termediate sub-secticn, and other water

proof coverings extending over only one of

the outer sub-sections, and the water prootf
coverings of the one half section of said pro-
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tector having projecting flaps adapted to

‘overlap abutting sub-sections, substantially

as described.
In testimony

o JOHN L. McKAY.
Witnesses: o
Harry D. KiLGORE,

Marie Horer.

v whereof I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses. -
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