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983,804.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed May 31, 1910.

Patented feb. ¢, 1911.
Serial No. 564,180.

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joseprx BrermErL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of New York, Middle Village,
borough of Queens, in the county of QQueens
and State of New York, have invented a
new and Improved Burial-Vault, of which
the following 1s a full, clear, and exact de-
secription.

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved subterranean grave vault, which 1is
acdapted to receive one or more bodies and
protect them from vermin and seepage.

An object of this mvention is to provide

a vault which will be simple 1n construction,
Inexpensive to manufacture, strong, durable
and readily accessible.

A further object of this invention 1s to
provide a grave vault with an upstanding
flange or ridge arranged around the open-
ng, Whereby any surface waters are pre-
vented from flowing into the interior of the
vault,

These and further objects, together with

the construction and combination of parts,
will be more fully described hereinafter and
particularly set forth in the claims.

Reference 13 to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-
ence Indicate corresponding parts i all the
views, and in which—

Figure 1 18 a pergpective view, partly
broken away to show the underlying struec-
ture; Kig. 2 is a vertical transverse section;

and If1g. 3 13 a top plan view, with the cover

removed.
Referring more particularly to the sepa-
rate parts ot the vault, 1 indicates a body
portion, which consists of a Dottom 2,sicles 3
ﬂlld ends4. A topisformedby euendmg the
sicles 3 111wardly to torm walls 5, which are
spaced apart from each other to form an
opening 6, through which the caskets con-
taining the bodies may be inserted.

While the body portion 1 may be made
of any suitable material, 1t preferably con-
sists of concrete reinforced by a metal
framework. This metal framework may be

of any suitable character, such as horizontal

hars 7 formed svith anole% 8 at the corners
o str Pnnthen the qtructure.., and vertical bars
‘5) e:d.endmg in juxtaposition to the bars 7.

It will be noted that the vertical bars 9.

incline upwardly and 1mnwardly to form sec-
tions 10, which support the walls 3.

These

sections 10 are provided with extensions 11
arranged at angles to the sections 10 and in-
clining invlrdly and abruptly upward to
form reinforcements for a ridge or flange
12, which extends all around the opening "6
and has 1ts 1inner surface flush with the open-
ing 6 so as to form a dain or barrier, which
wﬂl prevent the surface waters from seepmfr
into the interior of the vault.

it will be noted that each of the top walls
5 15 provided with a suitable reinforcing
member 13, 1n the nature of an Ibemm
which extends to each end and is supported
by the end walls 4, so that the top of the
vault 1s positively and strongly held in place
and absolutely prevented from caving in.
The opening 6 may be closed by a cover 14,

which 1s provided with a downwardly-e*{-
ie,n(hnﬂ flange 15 extending around the pe-
1*1p11ery thereof so as to Ie%dﬂy engage with
the flange 12 and form a comparatwely
tight ]0111t This cover 14 may be of any
suitable material, such as a granite slab, or
may be made of concrete, reinforced if de-
sired. |

For the purpose of accomm&datmg 2 plu-
rality of caskets, indicated at 16, in spaced
relation, there ave provided shelves 17, 18,
19 and 20, supported in spaced relation in
pairs on the sides and ends of the body por-
tion. Themethod of supporting these shelves
1s to be noted, and consists of a plurality of
ridges or steps 21 and 22 extending on both
the sides and ends of the body pOI‘thIl. The
superposed ridges are formed so that the
lowermost ridges 21 are inset from the up-
permost ridges 22 so as to form a series of
steps which permlt the successive supporting
of a plurality of shelves without the neces-
sity of using auxibiary supporting members,
which mwht reacily loosen from the body
portion dmmﬁ the course of time. It will
thus be seen that the sides and end walls ave

thickest nearest the bottom, and gradually

decrease 1n thickness toward the top. This
feature not only gives the necessary support

for the shelves, but also strengthens the

vault at the bottom, where the most strength
1s needed, and forms a firm foundation for
the upper part thereof, without any waste
of material.

The utility of the device will be re eadily
understood when taken in connection with
the above description. When the first bodies
are inserted, there is no necessity of having
any shelw—*sj and the caskets containing the
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bodies are set directly on the bottom. When | crete top walls molded around said sections

the bottom is filled up, the shelves 17 and 20
are inserted, and the caskets placed thereon.
When these shelves are filled, the superposed
shelves 18 and 19 are then put in position,
oiving room for more caskets. The number
of tiers can be increased as desired. Yhen
the bodies are in position, the cover 14 can
be put in place, and if desired, can be sealed.
However, it is not absolutely necessary to
seal the cover in place, as the Intimate lock-

ing structure of the bottle-neck top with the

cover prevents the intrusion of vermin, sur-
face water, or the like.

While I have shown one embodiment of
my invention, I do not wish to be limted to
the specific details thereof, but desire to be
protected in various changes, modifications
and alterations which I may make within
the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent :—

1. A burial vault, comprising a bottom,
side walls, end walls, said side and end walls
being thickest at the bottom and decreasing
in thickness from the bottom toward the
top, so as to form a series of receding 1n-
ternal steps, shelves supported on said steps,
said side and end walls comprising concrete
reinforced by transverse bars and vertical

bars, said vertical bars having sections in-

clining inwardly and upwardly therefrom,

sald sections having extensions inclining

abruptly upward and inwardly therefrom,

I-beams supported by said end walls, con-

and said I-beams and supported thereby
in spaced relation, so as to form an inlet
opening, an upwardly-extending peripheral
lange molded around said extensions and
forming a border for said opening, and a
cover for said opening, said cover having

flanges the same depth of said first-men-
tioned flanges and extending outside thereot,

whereby an intimate seal is formed for said
opening. : _ ..

2. A burial vault, comprising a bottom,
side walls, end walls, said side and end walls
being thickest at the bottom and decreasing
in thickness from the bottom toward the top
so as to form a series of receding internal
steps, shelves supported on said steps, said
side and end walls comprising concrete re-
inforced by transverse and vertical bars,
said vertical bars having sections inclining
inwardly and upwardly therefrom, said sec-
tions having extensions inclining abruptly
upward and inwardly therefrom, a top wall
molded around said sections, I-beams sup-
ported in spaced relation in said top wall so
as to form an inlet opening therebetween,

and an upwardly-extending peripheral flange

molded around said extensions and forming
a, border for said opening. -

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specif;
two subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH BERMICL.

Witnesses:
Hexry H. AvuTHOFT,
MaTivaNn HoHreLER.
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