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1o ¢l wiom it ay conecern:

BL it; Llrewn that I, Arvrep H. PORTER, &
citiven of the United States rendmg at Mon-
mouth Beach, county of 3 cnuiouth,

new and usein! Iinprovements in Game Ap-
paratus, of which the following is a SPeci-
fication. |

My 1nvention relates o gamnes, and more
particularly te a game-board or apparatus

having features or elements adapted to be

‘manipnlated for reproducing in miniature
the main features of the gmme oi base-ball.

It has for its object to provide for a con-
sltruction and arrangzement of purts permnt-
ting of a wide range of (h'-;t,!‘t.tl(r , and gkill
10 pitchimr and bmtmé co that the element
of chance will to a large measure be elimi-
‘nated. and the reward of the players will

20 utpeud mainly on thewr skiltul playing or
manipuiation of the elements or parta em-

ployed 1n playing the game; and alsc in

which the dis uosition and movement of parts

outdoor

vwiil clearly resu*}ble the actual

gaiue, the exercise of judgment and skill |

on the part of the pla.yers adding largely
to the interest of the game.

Ta the aceomplmnment of the foregoing
~and -m.ch other objects 3s may hereinafter
appare the invention consists.an the features
‘hgr&mafter varticulsriy described and then
sotight 10 pe clearly defined, reference heing
had to the accompanying draw‘mw furmmﬂ'
g*part oereof, and in which—

Iipure 1 is a perspective view of the
})O&Iu with the parts arranged in position

~for piaying the game; Fiz. Ois a side cleva-

tion of the mmmturf p}.tcher, Fig. & a plan
view of the sume; g4 a side elemtmn of
the mmmture battﬂr' and Iig. 5 a plan
view of the sanie.

The game comprisgs in. general a bOdId !
Er% ‘ded with a raised border flange and
aving outlined thereon a base-ball diamond
wlich muy be in contrasting colors, and with
places for the pitcher 2 and batter 8 in
‘proper position In relation to the diamond.

On the rema:mng surface of the board will |

e

and -
State of New Jersey, have inventied certain
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; stop, thus mahmg it possztblﬂ- by skilful ma- 55

_mpul.lt on of the mimature L_itter to direct

ball through the space between any two
afogs aind past one orf more rows of lte
stops. ~ The stops will be positioned by one
of the pluyers, sayv. by the player repreaent-
ing the nine in the fieid, and: acmr&ng Lo
la}er 2s 1o make 1t
most difficult for the },‘133 er at the bai to
direct the ball clear of the stops arnd past
one row to another. The first row of stops -
beingr the easiest to reach with the batted ba

will cntitle the batter to a one-hase hit 1f
- his batted ball strikes one of the stops 1
the first row. The second row, being more -

difiicult to reac h, will entitle the bztter to -
a two-base hit if he bats the ball with suf-
ficient skill to pass 1t beyond the first row’
and the ball strikes a stop of the second
row. The third row being still more diffi-
cult to reach, will entitle the batter to a.
third-base hit if he be skilful erough to di-

rec¢t the ball against a stop of that row. The
c:tups of the several rows may also be so
positioned {for instance, as illustrated in
the {lrawmrr) that by the most skilful -bat-
ting, the ball may de directed past thie sev-
eral rows of «tops so that it will strike the
back flange of the board, snd in that event
the batter will be enfitled to a home rup..
Instead of leaving the disposition of the
stops 1o the }mlﬂ'wrnt of the plm"el they
may be permanently secured 1n position by
any suituble means =0 that they will remain

" the same at aH times for both players.

Small movable figures, representing the
members of a base-ball nine, other than the
pitcher and batter. will be sutlably posi--
troned on the b"):il 1! (*-u"s. ﬁfrmes bEIIw; 1lus-
trated in the drswing) and be ]OP‘ItEd cor-
responiding to the position of men in the
field and at bases at *he discretion and in the
judgment of tue player representing the
pitching side will hest intercept the ball
These figures are dezignated by the numeral
convenience. and preferably are
formed ‘with extending arms 6 so as to Be
more. apt to intercept the ball, and they may,

100

.. be disposed a number of movable stops 4 the | if desired, be colored like ball 1;:olayers:, but

- 80 same preferably being arranged 'n three i such is not necessary. If one of the figures
rows, and whielh will be so arranged that | be knocked over by the ball, the batter wﬂl 105
each will s.,op a ball moving in its girectzon

be caught out; but if the ﬁgure 1S meérely

moved without tip Emg over, it will be
counted’ as an error by the fielder.

and striking the stop but no oné of which
will be between the batter and any other"’

“
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‘Phe muiature piteher 2, which nmy be
celored hike a ball player, 1s revolubly aut-

tached to the board, for mi-tanee by a jivol

10

15

29

|

10

peg € Iitting loosely in o hole 1n the board,
A handle or wing 7 extending preferablv
from the back of the figure allows the
pitcher to be furned i the desired direction
<o as 1o zend the ball over the home-plate.
or, 1f desired, to either side. The arm 8
swings forward and back on a shaft or pin

¢ and 15 actuated by suttable means, for in- |
stance, 1 one direction by a cord 10 and in |
the other direction by a suitable spring, for |

mstance, by an elastic band 11 which 1z 1lus-
trated as attached to thie bese of the figure
by a staple 12 and at the other end to the
arin, A suitable stop, for instance a pin 13,
will restrict the swing of the arm. The

hand of the arm is supplemeunted with a

pivoted ball-holder 14 of snitable form and

construction adapted to receive the ball in |
, In the !
- form illustrated the ball-holder consists of l
~a metal-loop 15 in which the ball may seat

a cavity 1 which the ball will seat.

and which Is attached to the hand by & pivet

or loop 17 to which latter the actuating cord

10 1s attached, which cord may pass through
the handle or wing 7 so as to Le sustained by

the handle. When the cord is pulled from
behind the 2rm 1s drawn back against the
tension of the spring 11, while the ball-

holder, by reason of being pivoted, remains

nraciically horizontal in all positions of the | means of a cord 25.

arm until the cord 1s released,” when the
weight of the ball will depress the front of

the holder and at the same instant the arn

will swing forward under the influence of
the actuating.spring and propel the ball
along the surface of- the bourd. the diree-

tion of propulsion being contvolled by the
discretion and skill of the pluyer in adjust-

ing the position of the miniatitce ficure, and
the speed of the ball likewise being eoun-

bl I

player in placing the actuating spring under

- greater or less tension b the extent of back-

6o

to strike at balls out of reach, or to strike

» to the Lol

- ward movement of theaem and the point of -

releasing tension on the spring.  This makes
it possible for the player manipulaiing the
miniature pitcher to deliver most puzzling
balls to the batter, first fust, then siow, to

the right or left, thus templing the hatter

carly or toe Iite, as or

in simidation of the
actnal out-door game. | |

. The miniature batter 3 may beé colored like |

a base-ball player, and is revolubly con-

nected {0 the bourd. for iustance, by a pivol .

peg 18 fitting loosely in a hole in the hoard

s0 that the figcure may easily be turned jater- | of the bat and a sirike w

ally 1 oanv direciion.
figire 18 attached the
~uitable manner o as to swine transversely

[

083,250

- hiniged, or nivoted Ly o pin or spindie 21, as
austrated elearly s Figl 1 of the drawing,
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by the miniature pitgher is encountered by
| tne bat at the low point of the sweep of the

- | L et ibat 1t will he driven by the foree of the -
irolled by the discretion and skiii of the-] blow over ti

too 1 pre

“rhif*ij '_;_?-I-HHPH ‘ f(-}l"ﬂ:*:!!'d- 'Th&

preferrad manner of attaching the arm to

the hody of the figure is by forunne a socket
200 the body transversely of the same wod

icliing downwardly and I whieh the

niember eonstibiting the ars or arms 19 1s o4

so that the srm will extend at an ansle to
the surfuce of the board aud be cupable of
swinging froin one side fo the other trans- oz
versely to the body of the ficure, a2 bat 22
being supported at the lower or hand end
th the arm member: The bady of the figure
inclines forwardly zo as to simulate the pos-
ture of a hatter at the bai, and by piveting gg
tiiz. arm member in the socket as described,
the bat 1s caused to describe a swinging
sweep 1n the swinging of the arm from one
side of .the.body to the other, the lowest
point” of the sweep being in front of the g
bedy. This also makes batting more diffi-
cilt, but the bat niight be arranged horizon-
taily, if desired, without departing fromn the

- cther novel {features, although that would

: - make batling easier, | :
16 and has a rearwardly extending portion |

. 490
The arm member is actuated in one dirce-

tion by a suitable spring, for instance, by
an elastic band 23 attached at one end to an-
eve 24 connected to the arm member and at |
the other end to the pivot pin or spindle 21 g5

‘as Hlustrated. 1t is drawn toward the other

| side of the body, or the striking pesition

illustrated by dotted lines in Yiz. 5, by

K When drawn from its
normal position shown by full lines in Figs. 100

| 4 and 5 to its raised siriking position illus-
 trated by dotted lines, in Fig. 5, the spring

is put under tension. and when the cord is
released the spring draws the arm and bat
downward and then upward with SWIRgINg 105

sweep before mentioned. If the ball thrown

e surface of the board and in 130
the direciion for which the player adjusts
the miniature figure. The plaver.effects this
adjustinent by grasping 2 handle or wing 26
extending {rom the rear of the fgure and

turning thel figure on its pivot to such posi- 115
| tion as n los Judgment will cause the bat
. Lo strike the hall in the path while the other |

player hus eansed the mintature piteher to

pel 1ty the batier player also exercising
his jndgraent as to the length of the back- 120
ward stroke 1o be given to the batter’s arm
and the consvquent tension of the returning
spring. If the batter’s arm under tension
1s released too stow or.too quick the bat will
fail to strike the bali in the forward sweep 125
il be counted

To the Lody of the aguinst the batter. Tf the ball is struck by -
arm or arms 1310 a | the bat the direction in-which it is pro- ..o
pelled will be determined by the position to -

whicli the player has adjusted ihe minia- 130
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~anre hatter, and the credit for the play 1s |
i
;

" viguziv stated.

countedd -according to s suctess as pre-

It will be observed from the. foregoing.
that there s the widest range for the exer-
cise of the best judgment and greatest sinll
on the purt of the batter jn determining

.

~whether 0 hit the ball kard or gently and

10

.
]

20

' & greater or less angle to the horizontal, ac-
cording 2s it may be desired {o have the

40

with 2 swinging arm ic inpel a ball sup- |

45

1),

with a swinging arm to impel a ball sup- |

" judegment are likewise required on the part |

. _ AL an |
 be made therein without omitting essential ‘
|

‘ally supported to turn around its longitu-

* ally supported to turn around its lomgitu- | : : _
and a wing member extending from the

also as to propelling the ball in the diree-
tion which seems least guarded by the play-
ers or stops of the other side. Skill and |

|

of the plavine pitcher in pitehing the baill
in 2 manner and direction most likely to
mislead or surprise the batier. -
Strikes and balis will be counted as In
the acinzl ent-doer game.. _
he positions of the base runners may be

L e

indieated by figures diferently colured and |

located te represent the batting side placed !
behind a base to denote a rvunner on that

base, but sneh fignres are not iustrated as |
they do not coustitute an essentially novel
feature of the invention. ,

.1 bhave iliustrated and described what I

consider to bhe the hest defails 1n construe-

tion of the several parts but variations can

- {eatures of the mmvention.
30

The body of the batter will incline inore-
or less forwardly, and the bat wiii extend at

outer end of the bat at a greater or less

5, distance from the plane of the board or field,:

in the swing of the bat, according as the
wishes of the maker of the game-board may
deferm e, |
Flav.ng described mr invention and set
forth its merits, what I-claim is:=— =~
1. Tn a2 game apparatus representing the
game of base-ball, a pitcher-figure provided

ported by the arm, said figure being pivot- |

dinal axis io control the direction af pro- |
pulsion of the ball, and -means under the!
conirol of a player for determining the tjme |
of projecting the ball and the speed of 1ts ?
propulsion, snbstantially as descrihed. |

7. In a2 game apparaius representing the
oame of base-ball, a pitcher-figure provided

ported by the arm, said figure being pivot-

dinal axis to control the direction of pro-
pulsici of the ball, substantially as de-}
seribed. | :

3. In a game apparatus representing the ;.
~ganie of basc-ball, a pitcher-figure provided |

with a_swineingr arm to impel a ball, and a |
ball-holder pivotaliv connected with one end -
!

“of the arm, substantially as deseribed.

€5’

4. In a game apparatus representing the | being pivotally supported to turn around 13 _,.
, _ _ o

game of base-ball, a pitcher-figure provided *

-

 Dody

088,250 A ¢ |

with a swinging arm to impel a ball, a ball-
holder miovable relatively to the end of the
arm, and means for retracting the arm and
simultaneously changing the posttion of the

tially as described. | |
3. Jn a game apparatus representing the-

geme of baze-bzll, & pitcher-figure provided

with a swinging arm to impel a ball, a bali-

the arm, means cunnected with maid holder
for retracting the arm and siniultaneously
changing the position of the ball-hodder
relatively.to'the arm, sald ball-holder oper-

ball-holder relatively to the arm, substan- 70

ating to tilt downwardly under the weight 80

of a ball supported thereon in the return
movement of the arm, substantially as de-
scribed. -

6. In a game apparatus representing the.

agame of base-ball, a batter-figure provided 85 .

with an arm-member earrying a bat and con-
nected with the body of the figure to swing.
transversely acrogs the front of the body,

s3id figure being pivotally supported to turn

‘helder pivotally conneeted with one end of 75.

around its lopptudinal axis to change the 90

direction of sweep of the bat in the swing-
ing of the arm-member, substantially as de-

seribed. | . |
7. In a game apparatus representing th

gamie of base-ball, a batter-ficure having the 95

portion above the legs inclined for-
wandly of the legs and provided with an

arm¥-niember carrying a bai, saxd arm-mem-

ber extending downwardly in a forward di-

rection from the inclined body-portion and 100

conhected therewith to_swing transversely
acress the front of the body and impart a
swepping curvilinear movement to the bat
in the swing of the arm-member, said figure

being pivotally supported to turn around its 109

longitudinal axis to change the direction of
sweep of the hat, substantially as described.

8. In a game apparatus representing the
game of base-ball, a batter-fizure formed

with a downwardly inchined socket 1n the 110
' body portion above the legs. smid socket be-

* ' . ;. ] 'f"’

ing open at the front-of the bodsfan arm-

member carrying a bat and downwardly in-
clined in fromt of the hody .portion and:

pivotally suppforted in said socket to give 115
- a curvilinear sweep to the bat in the swing

of the arm-member, said figure being pivot->
ally supported to turn aronnad 1ts longitu--
dinal axis to chunge the direction of sweep
of ,the bat in the swing of the arm-member.

firnre to effect its rotative movement, sub-
stantiallv as described. .

9. .\ game apparatus representing the
game of baze-ball, comprising-a’ board rep-

resenting a base-ball diamond and field. a

nitcher-figure having an arm adapted to
«wing relatively to the figure, saxl figure

longitudinal axis to centrol the direction of

-
R

vt ¥

120
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-bat, eievated stops disposed in rows on the
i¢

.

4 T . 983230

wropulsion of the pi‘t'cﬁer] ball, a batter-fiz- | tween the hat.er and any other stop, and a

ure having-a swinging arm-member Carry- ‘ series of {iltable figures aisposed on the sur.

Ing a bat, said arm being connected with the | face of the board, snbstantia] iv as described. -
bedy portion of the figure (o sweep the hat ; + Signed at New York city, in the county of ;5
18 a curvilinear path in the swing of the! -Nﬂ\"’ York and State of New York, this 5th
~arm-member &nd said figure being pivotally y f

day‘of April 1909, o -
~ ALFRED H. PORTER.
Witnesses: - .
| Katury~y M, Kney
| Ifls_:mm_}: GUsTox.

l
supported to turn around its lnngitudinél!
2xis to change the di ection of sweep of the

field portion of the board and in such posi-

i
f
tion that one stop will not be disposed be- ’
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