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7o all whom 1T may concern: _

Be it known that I, Bosgrr HarTWIG, 2
citizen of Germany, residing at QOakland,
in the county of Alameda and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Aerial Amusement Devices,
of which the following 1s a specification.

- This invention relates to amusement de-
vices and particuiarly to aerial tramways.

It consists in the combination of parts and
details of construction which will be more
fully explained by reference to the accom-
panyine drawings, in which-—

Figure 1 is a side elevation ot the appara-
tus. F1g. 2 1s a plan view of the same. I1g.
3 is a detail of the car and elevator construc-
tion. Iig. 4 is an end view of the same.
Fig. 5 1s a side view of the car. -

A purpose of my invention 1s to provide

an amusement device comprising a clrcuitous

and undulating elevated track-way A, upon
which may travel by gravitation a plurality
of suitably decorated passenger cars 2, the
decoration in this instance being represented
as a dummy balloon 3 fastened upon the
standard 4, which latter is hung from =
wheeled truck 5, adapted to travel upon
parallel spaced rails 6, mounted by suitable
open bands ov loops 7, which are rigidly se-
cured to the frame-work ot the raihway.

In order to rapidly hft the cars 2 from
the oround or floor of the building, the truck

5 15 adapted to be held while passengers are

entering the car 2 upon a rail section 8 which
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is rigidly conmnected to a crosshead 9 of a
suitable elevator 10 guided between vertical
posts 11 at the receiving station of the rail-
way. A sheave 12 1s Iastened to the cross-
head 9 and from this runs a cable 13 up-

wardly to a power wheel 14 mounted upon

the upper structure of the railway. Adter
a car has received its passengers the elevator
is Iifted by the cable 13 to the uppermost
plane 15 of the railway, and the track-sec-
tion 8 which is in line with the rail 15 is
coupled to it by means of a hinged joint
rail 16 at one end of the section 8.
operator lowers this joint rail 16 into regis-
tration with the upper rail 15 when the ele-
vator has reached its highest point by means
of a small cable 17 which passes upwardly

over a guide pulley 18 and connects to the

joint rail 16 and when the joint rail 16 has
been lowered so as to couple the rail 8 to
the rail 15, then the truck 5 of the passen-
ger car is pushed from the section 8 on to

The |

the main track rail 15, on which 1t will
thereafter run by gravity to make the entire

cireuit of the railway, gradually descending
and eventually returning to the lowermost

section 19 of the railway from which it will

be delivered again on to the elevator rail

section 8 when the elevator is in the lower
position. After the operator has lowered the
joint section 16 and discharged the car 2

from the elevator, he then uncouples the

joint rail 16 from the top rail 15 by pulling
on the hinge-rope 17 and hooking this over
a hook 20 fastened on the elevator cage. The

- elevator is then lowered again to the bot-

tom of the shaft so as to be in position to
recelive the next Incoming passenger car
from the rail 19. A similar coupling device
21 is mounted at the opposite end of the
elevator rail section 8 and may be lowered
by its cable 22 into registration with the
track-section 19, so that the truck 5 of the
nassenger car may run easily over the rail
10 on to the elevator track again, after which
the coupler rope 22 is pulled so as to liit
the coupler section 21 from engagement with
the section 19 and the elevator may then be
again raised to the uppermost track so that
its imposed passenger car may be started on
its circuit over the rail 15.

The entire combination affords an appara-

tus of large capacity and is so arranged as

to afford an attractive device for the amuse-
' ment of persons, and this is particularly

made so by the balloon construction.

The passenger car 2 is here shown as be-
ing in the form of a ecircular basket, which
is rotatably mounted about the shaft 4 by
means of a hand-wheel 4’, which 1s rigidly
fastened to the shaft so that persons occupy-
ing the car will when grasping the hand-
wheel 47 and pulling on 1t, cause the car to
turn from side to side about the shaft atter
the manner of a balloon trip. This device
is casily operated so that children as well as
adults may rotate the car and is entirely de-

void of any chance of injury or danger. The

lower end of shaft 4 has a plate 4* forming
a ball race to support the balls on "which the
basket or car turns.

By arranging the track-rails in sets of two
or more running practically in parallelism
throughout the circuit, the passengers will
be enabled to experience the sensation of
racing with cars traveling on the adjacent
track, and by changing the undulations

! throughout the circuit of the railway, one
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oi the balloons may appear to be ascending,
while the passenger car parallel on the ad-
jacent track may be descending and such
other various arrangements and declivities
of the railway may easily be incovrporated as
will make the apparatus a popular and at-
tractive device. |

The track sections 16 besides providing
coupler means for bridging the gap between
the elevator track section 8 and a track rail
15 or 19, and forming a close joint without
bump or break, constitute safety stops when
swung upward as shown in dotted lines to
prevent the car running off the elevator
when being lifted or lowered.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

20

ent 15—

1. An amusement device, comprising a
plurality of parallel tracks adapted to re-
celve trucks, a structure supporting the

-« tracks, an elevator vertically movable from

the lowermost to the uppermost tracks, sec-
tional tracks carried on the elevator for sup-
porting the truck, and means whereby the
sectional tracks of the elevator may be cou-

- - pled to discharge the truck from the elevator

a0

tracks te the main tracks, said means com-
prising pivoted joint rails adapted to be reg-
istered with the main tracks.

2. In an aerial railway apparatus, the

- combination of parallel rails over which

4()

trucks may rumn, an elevator vertically mov-
able from the lowermost to the uppermost
rails, sectional tracks rigidly mounted on the
elevator, pivoted couplers adapted to con-

‘nect the sectional tracks to the main rails,

trucks adapted to run over the tracks, cars
suspended over the trucks, and means where-

by said cars may be independently revolved

in a horizontal plane.
3. In an aerial railway apparatus, a rev-

‘oluble car, a truck suspending said car, par-

- movements oi a balloon 1n

983,049

allel rails upon which the truck travels and
between which a standard depends and is
connected to the car, undulating tracks over

which the trucks may gravitate, an ele-
vator movable from the lowermost to the up-

permost tracks of the apparatus, truck re-
cerving ralls secured to the cross-head of the
elevator, and means for lifting the elevator

trom the lowermost to the uppermost track
and pivoted coupler sections connecting the
elevator track section to the uppermost
track section and over which the truck may
be pushed from the elevator to the main
track-way. |

4. In an amusement device, spaced, par-
allel, truck supporting rails, a truck adapted
to travel over said rails, a bar suspended be-
tween the rails from the truck, an orna-
mental balloon-shaped device mounted upon
the bar, a car revolubly suspended on the
bar below the balloon, and a wheel secured
to the bar by which the car may be revolved
upon the standard. _ '

5. In an amusement device, the combina-
tion of an over-head track, a car suspended
therefrom and running over the track by
gravity, the car having an inflated balloon-
shaped structure above 1t and movable with
1t, and means within the car for turning the
latter from side to side 1n snnulation of the
l1ght.

6. In an amusement device, the combina-
tion of an over-head undulating track and a
car suspended therefrom having a self-con-

tained manually-operated means for revolv-

ing 1t about 1its vertical axis.
in testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand 1 the presence of two subscribing

witnesses.
ROBERT HARTWIG.
Witnesses: |
A. SKORrRUP,
Louis J. Trsto.
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