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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Jamzes B. Levy, a citi-

o ~ zen of the United States, residing at Ursina,

:. 5

in the county of Somerset, State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Safety Trace-Iolders: and
I do hereby declare the following to be a
tull, clear, and exact description of the in-

~ vention, such as will enable others skilled in
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the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

* This invention relates to trace holdefs, and

1t has for its object to provide a device of

‘this nature which may be made at a very low
cost, and which may be secured to a swingle

tree 1 such position as to absolutely prevent

the trace from slipping from the end of the

swingle tree, the structure also providing a

‘retainer for the free end of the trace that

otten projects rearwardly beyond the swingle
tree.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Ifigure 1 is a perspective view

~showing one end portion of a swingle tree

‘with a trace engaged therewith, the present
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1nvention being in use, Fig. 2 is a front ele-
vation of the trace holder removed from the

swingle tree.

My improved trace holder comprises an

~arm disposed on the front side of the swingle-
‘tree and provided with an eye at its outer
end to recerve a trace and also comprises a

loop which extends to the rear side of the
swingletree at an angle to the said arm and

- which 1s capable of angular movement with
- respect to the arm and is spring pressed to
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‘engage the rear end of the trace and clamp

the same against the rear side of the swingle-

_tree‘

Referring now to the drawings, the pres-
ent trace holder 1s formed of a wire which is
bent mid-way of its ends to form the rec-

tangular eye 5, the sides of the wire being

~ brought together at one side of the eye and
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twisted to form the neck 6, beyond which
the sides of the wire are continued diverg-
ingly, and are then each bent to form a short

helix 7 and 8 respectively, beyond which the

sides of the wire are continued at an obtuse
angle to the cdivergent portions above re-
ferred to, and m parallel relation, and are

. then brought toward each other and stopped

end to end within a sleeve 10. A similar
sleeve 9 18 disposed upon the outer side por-
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tion of the eye of the device. The helices
above referred to, are in axial alinement, and

are designed to receive a retaining bolt 12

provided with a nut. The said arm is
formed by the eye 5 next which is the neck
0, and divergent sides, the loop being formed
by the end portions of the wire which extend

rearwardly of the swingletree, the helices

which connect the sides of the loop to the
sides of the arm forming spring connection
between the loop and arm, admitting of
angular movement of the loop with respect
to the arm so that when the eye of the arm
1s engaged by the trace the said loop is
spring pressed against the rear end of the
trace and serves to bend the same against
the rear side of the swingletree. In use, this
retainer or holder is disposed with its eye
In position to receive the trace 13 in advance
of the swingle tree 14 with which the trace is
engaged. The twisted neck portion of the
arm of the holder extends along the front
face of the swingle tree, and the divergent
portions of the sides of the wire embrace
the swingle tree, with the helices disposed one
above and the other below the swingle tree.
The retaining bolt is passed through the
helices and through a corresponding perfo-
ration in the swingle tree and thus serves to
hold the device securely in position while
permitting of a pivotal movement to some
degree. -

The sides of the wire beyond the securing
bolt, pass respectively above and below the
swingle tree and beyond it, the sleeve 10 be-
Ing 1n spaced relation to the rear face of the
swingle tree.

The eye of the holder, is disposed slightly
inwardly from the end of the swingle tree as
1llustrated, so that the outer side of the eye
prevents movement of the trace along the
swingle tree 1n the direction of its extremity.

As illustrated, that portion of the trace ex-
tending rearwardly beyond the swingle tree.
is bent laterally and passed through the loop
at the rear of the device, this rear end por-
tion of the trace being confined by the sleeve
on the loop, and between 1t and the rear face
of the swingle tree. '

I'rom the above description 1t will be
seen that there 1s provided an article that is
not only eflicient 1n its operation, but is so
formed as to permzit it to be manufactured at
an extremely low price.

What is claimed 18:—

The herein deseribed trace holder compris-
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“ing a single piece of spring wire formed with

an arm to lie in front of the swingletree and a
loop to extend to the rear side of The swingle-

~tree, said arm comprising an eye for the re-

LN

10

ceptmn of the trace, a twisted portion at the

inner sice of the eye divergent s1de portions

to lie respectively on the upper and lower

sides of the swingletree, the side portions of
the loop and said sides of the arm lying

angularly with respect to one another and

being united by helices formed 1n the said
wire, said hehces recelving a pwoted element |

to pivotally mount the holder on the swingle-
tree and also serving to act as springs to

' toward the rear side of the swingletree when
the eye of the arm 1s engaged by a trace.

In testimony Whe}"eof I affix my Slgnature,
In presence of two witnesses.

JAMES B. LEVY.

Witnesses:

P. W. Levy,
AxnNa R. Levy.

press the intermediate portion of the loop 1
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