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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Saamorn J. HARRELL,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Minden, in the parish of Web-
ster and State of Louisiana, have invented
new and useful Improvements In Sately-
[ests, of which the following is a specifi-
catlon.
This invention relates to safety nests and
traps for fowls, and it has among 1ts ob-
jects to produce a device of this class o
simple and inexpensive construction pro-
vided with a trap deor which shall be auto-
matically closed by the weight of the fow:
when entering the nest. '

A further object of the invention 1s to
provide a simple and improved lateh means
whereby the door may be locked when the
fowl is upon the nest, thereby cenfimng the
fow! within the nest bex.

Further objects of the invention are to
simplify and improve the genera: constiue-
tion and operation of a device of the char-
acter described.

With these and other ends in view which
will readily appear as the nature of the 1n-

vention is better understood, the gaine con-

sists in the improved censtruction and novel
arrangement and combination of parts which
will be hereinafter fully deseribed and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claimns.

Tn the accompanying drawings has been
illustrated a simple and preferred form of
the invention, it being, however, understood
that no limitation is necessarily made to the
precise structural details therein exhibited,
but that changes, alterations and modifica-
tions within the scope of the invention may
be resorted to when desired.

Tn the drawings.—Figure 1 is a longitud:-
nal sectional view of a device constructed 1
accordance with the invention. Iig. 2 18 a
horizontal sectional view taken on the line
20— 9 in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 1s a transverse sec-
tional view taken on the line 3—3 of If1g. 1.
Fie. 4 is a longitudinal sectional detail view
talken on the line 4—4 in F1g. 3.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are dencted by like characters of reference.

The body A of the improved nest box con-
sists of a rectangular frame formed prefer-
ably of sheet metal, wood or other suitable
material and comprising the side walls 2—2,
the rear wall 3 and the front wall 4, the lat-
ter being provided with a door opening 5
adjacent to the sides and top edge of which

flanges 6 and 7 are struck up in an outward
cirection or otherwise formed. The lower

1 A2 _— 2 0T
edoes of the sides and the front and reai
walls of the frame are provided with a

strengthening bead 8 reinferced by a wire 9.

The frame is supported upon legs 10 suitably
connected therewith. A 1id 11 is connected
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with the frame A by means of hinges 12 ad-

jacent to the upper edge of one of the side
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walls 2, and said 1lid when closed may be

secured by a hasp 13 and a staple 14 or other
convenient fastening means.
The nest 15 which is provided with a for-

- wardly extending foot board 16 is supported

pivotally adjacent to its front edge by means
of a rod 17 extending transversely through
the side walls of the frame. The foot board
is provided with a struck-up flange 18 form-
ing a tray which may be weighted with sand,
oravel or other suitable material to facili-
fate the operation of the device; said tray
nay also be used as a feed board.

A rock shaft 19, which is suitably sup-
ported adjacent to the upper edge of the

door opening 5, is provided at one end with

a radially extending sim 20 which 18 con-
nected with one of the side flanges 18 of the
foot board 16 by means of a link 21; the rock
shaft 19 also cairies a door 22 which may be
constructed of wire netting and which closes
from the outside in a downward direction,
snid door being closed when the arm 20 1s
inclined in an upward direction, as shown
in Fig. 1. The opposite end oi the rock
shaft 19 carries a radial arm 23 which 1s
approximately parallel to the arm 20 and 1s
provided at its free end with a laterally ex-
tending lug 24. A catch member 25 1s piv-
otally mounted upon the inner face of one
of the side walls 2, said catch member being
formed with a terminal hook 26 adapted to
engage the lug 24 of the arm 23 fTor the
purpose of securing the door in locked posi-
tion when desired. The catch member 25
is provided with a laterally extending lug 29,
whereby 1t is spaced from the wall 2 upon
which 1t is pivoted for the purpose of guid-
ing it properly into engagement with the lug
24 when desired. |
The washers or spacing members 27 are
placed upon the rod 17 between the side
walls 2 and the side flanges 18 of the foot
hoard 16 to insure freedom of operation of
the several parts. A hook member 28 1s
mounted upon the inner face of one of the
side walls for the purpose of supporting the
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struetion, and it will be

catch member 25 when the latter is not re-
quired for immediate use.

Ordinarily, the foot board is loaded to
overbalance the weight of the nest, thus rock-
ing the shaft 19 to present the door in an
open position, when the said door will be
supported against the top flange 7 adjacent
to the door opening. When a fowl enters
the nest box and walks over the foot bourd
and occupies the nest, the weight of the fowl
will overbalance the foot board, SWINging
the latter in an upward direction and rock-
g the shaft 19 to close the door, thus ex-
cluding rats and other vermin from the box.
Should it be desired to trap the fowl in the
nest, the hooked end of the catech member

20 may be placed in engagement with the lug
24 o1 the arm 23, thus securing the rock

shaft against oscillation; the relative lengths
of the catch member 25 and the arm 23 are
such that the hook 26 may be placed in
engagement with the lug 24, not only when
the door is closed, but when it is open, thus

sustaining the door in open position when it

shall be desired to do so.

As will be seen from the foregoing descrip-

tion, the improved nest box is simple in con-
_ tound thoroughly
efficient for the purposes for which it is in-
tended.

Having thus described the invention, what

1s claimed as new, is:—

1. In a device of the character described, .

a rectangular sheet metal frame having a
tront wall provided with a door opening and
with flanges adjacent to the side and top
edges of said opening, a nest having a for-
waraly extending flanged foot board SUup-
ported pivotally upon a rod extending be-
twveen the side walls of the frame, a rock
shait supported adjacent to the upper edoe
of the door opening and having raclially ex-

tending arms, a link connecting one of said
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arms with the flanged foot board, a lug ex-
tending laterally from the other arm, a
catch member pivoted upon and spaced from
the 1inner face of one of the side walls and

the lug extending from one arm of the rock
shaft, and a door connected with the rock
shatt and abutting when open upon the
ftange adjacent to the upper edge of the door
opening; said frame being provided with a
hingedly supported Iid.

2. In a device of the character described, a
rectangular sheet metal frame having a

top edges of said opening, a nest having a
torwardly extending tlanged foot board sup-

ported pivotally upon a rod extending be-

twveen the side walls of the frame, a rock
shaft supported adjacent to the upper edge
of the door opening and having radially
extending arms, a link connecting one of said
arms with the flanged foot board, a lug ex-
tending laterally from the outer arm, a cateh
member pivoted upon and spaced from the

inner face of one of the side walls and hav-

Img a terminal hook adapted to engage the

lng extending from one arm of the rock
shaft, and a door connected with the rock

shaft and abutting when open upon the

flange adjacent to the upper edge of the:
door opening, said frame being provided
with a hingedly supported lid: the catch

member and the arm engaged thereby being
of such relative dimensions that the arm may
be engaged by the catch to sustain the door
In an open as well as a closed position.

In testimony whereof I affi
1 presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL J. HFARRELL.
Witnesses:

Ropt. D. Wb,
N. R. Grrcsny.

having a terminal hook adapted to engage
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rront wall provided with a door opening .
and with flanges adjacent to the side and
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