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Britain, in the connty
j r - bt
of Connecticut. have
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To all whom it may coricern.:

Be 1t kiown that 1. Jonx R Deax, a citi-
zen of the United States. residing at New
of Hartford and State

usefud Improvement in Base-Ball Bats: and
! |

taken 1n connectjon with the accompanying
drawings and the letters of refererice marked

thereon. to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the same. and which

sald drawings

- constitute part of this specification, and rep-

resent, m— :
Figure 1 a broken view in side eleva-

1100 of a hase-ball bat having its handle in-
cased in a sheet of cork in accordance with
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my mvention.  Fig. 2 a-broken view of the
development .of a cork strip designed to be

wourkd =pirally ‘upon the handle-end of a

base-ball bat as shown in Fie. 1. Fig. 3 a

broken view in side elevation gf the handle-

end of a base-ball bat, showing another way

ot applving a cork sheath thereto. Fig. 4 a

development of one of the cork sections of

Fre. 5. Tig. 5 a broken view in side eleva-

invented a new and .

I' do hereby declare the following, when
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A g or ot A ey gy - -F —r wh n e ol

tron cnowing still another mode of applving

cork to the handle-end of a base-hall bat.

Fig. 6 a broken view on an enlarged scale
showing the undercutting of the bat for the
protection of the beveled outer end of the
cork-sheath.  Fig. 7a sectional view showing
the under-cutting of the inner end of the
bat to receive the beveled inner end of the
corlk-sheath. - - |

My mvention relates to an improvement
in base-ball bats, the object being to adapt
them to be more easily and firmly gripped
and held. and hence to enable them to bhe
more comfortably and effectively used.

With these ends in view my invention cou:-
s1sts 1n a base-ball bat having certain details
of construction as will be more fully lerein-

after described and pointed out in the claim.

In carrying out my invention as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, the handle-end 2 of the bat
15 incased in a sheath of cork formed Lyv
winding a strip 3 of cork spirally upon it,
the edges of the said strip being formed at
regulavly spaced intervals with coupling

hugs 4+ and coupling notches 5 which, when
‘the strip 3 1= wound upon the handle-end 2.

coact to interlock its edges.
end 2 terminates at its inner end in a round-
ed bead 6 nndereut as at 7 for the veception
of the beveled outer end 8 of the strip 3,

The said handle-
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tend to secure to the handle-end 2
otit the lengtl tliereof, by means of a water-

corresponding bevel 9 entering a correspond-

ing undercut 10 formed at .t e point where
erges into the

the handle-end 2 of the bat m
body 11 thereof. It will be seen by refer-
ence to Ifig. 7, that the handle-end 2 of the
bat 1s reduced in diameter in conformity
with the thickness of the cork 3 '

prooi cement 3* of any suitable composition;
s shown, also, the godyll of the ‘bat is
formed with a lug 12 entering a notch 13 in
the outer end of the cork 3 to assist in hold-
ing the same against-rotation in case it

should by any chance get loose at this point.

On account of its ylelding character, cork
forms a surface at once comfortable, and yet
providing for the very powerful grip which
IS necessary to prevent the bat from slipping
in the hands. Ifn case the cork is.allowed to
get.wet or damp, it readily dries out without
any appreclable loss of its natural quality.

In ‘the modified construction shown b
Iigs. 3 and 4 of the drawings, a cork-sheath
1s formed by clasping upon the handle-end
2 of the bat, a serics of graduated cork bands
14 cach haviig a coupling-lug 15 at one-end
for entrance uto a corresponding coupling-
notch 16 m its opposite end and having a
couphng-lug 17 upon one of its edges fur

| entrance 1uto .a correspondidng coupling-
‘notch 18 upon its opposite edge. The Tugs 17

and notches 18 upon the bands 14 ave shown,
as staggered, =o that the interlocking lugs
will not be in line. The bands 14 will be ce-
mented to the handle-end 2 of the bat by a

suitable cement. preferably water-proof in-
In this construction also the

1ts character.
head 20 at the inner end of the bat is formed
with an nndereut groove 21 for the recep-
tion of 2 bevel 22 formed upon theé outer end
of the mner band 14, while the body 23 of
the bat 1s formed with an undeveut groove

21 for the reception of a bevel 25 formed
npon (he outer end of the outer hand 14.-

The band 14 last mentioned 1w also furnished
with a lug 26 entering a noteh 27 in the hody
23 to assist 1 locking the said band against
rotation. |

In the construction shown by Fig, 5 of the
drawings, the handle-end 28 of the bat i3

which T in-.
through-
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inclosed in a cork-sheath consisting of a long

tapering piece 29 of cork cut to fit the said
handle 28 and having its edges formed with

- coupling-Tugs 30 and coupling-notches 31,

the oppo=ite end of which is formed with a | whereby the edges of the strip are inter-
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" duced in diameter an

locked. The cork 29 will be cemented di-

rectly to the handle-end 28, and will be’

beveled at its ends for their protection at
the points where the sheath jos the bo dy
32 of the bat and the head 88 thereof.

I am aware that it is old to use cork, or
compositions of cork, in the construction of
handles for tools, ﬁsfling; rods; cricket bats,
golf clubs, tennis rackets, base ball bats, etc.,
and do not broadly claim the use of cork in
such: situations, but only my particular con-
struction. - I

- I elaim :—

As a new article of manufacture, a base- |

ball bat having its tapering handle-end re-
provided wih a cork

sheath merging into the full diameter of the

body of the bat, the said cork sheath being

sectional in form and having its edges pro- -

vided with couplingf-lugs and complemen- -

tary coupling-notches, whereby the said
edges are interlocked, and the ends of the
sheath formed by the cork being beveled to
enter circumferential grooves respectively
formed in a bead at the extremity of the

‘handle-end of the bat and at the point wherc

the opposite end of the sheath merges into
the full diameter of the bai.

In testimony whereof, I have signed this = .
20

specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses. -

JOHN R. DEAN.

- Witnesses :
~ Freoerick W. Prcx,
ArtrUR V. EcINTON. -
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