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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Cmaries L’ENTanT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the borough of Manhattan,
county and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
m Cigar-Oases, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to an improved
cigar-case of that style known as fexible
coverless cigar-cases.

A general demand has sprung up for
cigar-cases of flexible material in which no
sliding cover 1s used and by which the cigars
are protected agaimst mjury and breakage,
while being carried in the vest- or coat-
pocket. “These flexible cigar cases, however,
have the disadvantage that they are not
stiff enough at the bottom and do not pro-
tect the cigars sufliciently while being car-
riedd in the pocket. Another disadvantage
15 that the cigars could not be quickly re-
movec from the case and had sometimes to
be shaken out of the case.

The object of this invention is to furnish
a cigar-case 1 which the cigars are fully
protected against injury, and in which all
the cigars ave lifted out of the case for a
certatn length and after one or imore are
taken ouf the remainder returned into the

case : aud tor this purpese the invention con-

sists of a cigar-case which is provided with
a double transverse partition and a lifting
clevice arranged at the interlor of the case
anc operated by a slide-piece which is
cuided 1n the double partition and by which
the cigars can be lifted to some extent so as
to project beyond the case, and then re-
turned with the shide-piece into the case.

The inventlon consists further in the
speciiic construction of the lifting device, as
will be zfully described hereinafter and
finally pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure
L represents a perspective view of my im-
proved cigar-case with my lifting device,
If1ig. 2 1s a vertical transverse section on
line 2, 2, Iig. 1, Fig. 3 is a like vertical
transverse section showing a meodified con-
struction of the hifting device, Fig. 4 is a
perspective view of the case, showing the
cigars partiy lifted out of the case so as
to be convenlently removed from the same,
IFig. 5 15 a vertical transverse section on
line 5, 5, ¥ig. 4, showing the lifting-device

in raisec position, Fig. 6 is a like vertical
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transverse section of the modified .construc-
tion shown in Fig. 8, also showing the lift-
ing-device in raised position, Fig. 7 is a hori-
zontal section of the case, on line 7, 7, Fig.
1, and Figs. 8 and 9 are detail horizontal
sections on line 8, 8, Fig. 1, showing the
reinforced slide-piece and its guiding parti-
tion in flat and laterally expanded condi-
tion.

Similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responcing parts throughout the several
figures.

Referring to the drawings, « is a cigar-
case of the so-called flexible coverless type.
The cigar-case o is made open at the fop
and closed at the bottom and provided with
inwardly-springing side-gussets ¢. It is

~curved or tapered at the lower part so as to

correspond to the shape of the cigars placed
1in the same. The bottom is reinforced so
as to have the required stiffness for pro-
tecting the tip-ends of the cigars. The
cigar-case 1s made in the usual manner with
an 1nterior lining & of calf leather or other
material and an outer or covering layer b*
of walrus or other stout and vyet flexible
leather, or of any other suitable material.
The length of the case corresponds to the
average size of the cigars to be carried in
the same; but the case may be made in any
size and shape. The case is constructed in
any approved manner, and has the appear-
ance of a seamless case as if made of one
plece of leather. The lower end of the case
1s slightly rounded off in transverse direc-
tion, the tapering sides permitting it to be
easlly placed into or removed from the
pocket.

~ The case is provided at its center or at

one side of the same with a transverse parti-
tion d, according to the number of cigars to
ve carried 1n the case. The partition d is
preferably made of two separate layers
which are passed through slits 7 in the lin-
ing and pasted by their bent-over edges to
the lining of the case so as to be firmly held
in position. The double partition ¢ serves
tor two purposes, on the one hand, for hold-
g the cigars in upright position in the case

and preventing the last cigar or last few

cigars Irom slipping into an inclined or di-
agonal position 1n the case, in which posi-
tion the cigars are liable to be injured or
broken by the pressure and movement of the
body; on the other hand, as a guide-sleeve
tor a transverse slide-piece ¢ which passes
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through the double partition from the upper
open end of the case to the inner lower end
ol the saIne, where 1t 18 connected by means
of anchors ¢' at its lower ends with the lower
end of the lining & which 1s pasted to the
outer or covering layer O up to a certain
depth, while it is not connected with the
same at the lower or bottom-portion, so that
the shide-piece, when taken hold of and
pulled in outward direction in the guide-
sfeeve or partition will take the loose por-
tion of the lining along from its lowermost
position, shown in Fig. 2, 1to the folded
pﬁ.&lilml shown m ]31“ 5. 1he loose bot-
tom-portion of the 1111111=r:~ forms a kind of
tl()uf}h or pocket by w 111(311 together with
the side- -prece, all the mgals can be lifted to
a certain extent out of the case so that theiwr
butt-ends extend beyond the same, and can
then be readily taken hold of and removed
or offered to others.

After one or more cigars ave 1{31110?@d the
slide - piece 18 pu%hu] downward together
with the remalning clgars and theleby the
tmmge  rveturned into its former position.
The lining is veinforced at its bottom or
trough- pmtmu by an extra layer of mushn
7t and springs, so to say, when it 1s movedl
i upward position by ‘the slide- plece, 1nto
folded position being held 1n this position
by the friction of the folded portion of the
lining with the case, together Wlth the cigars
and slide-piece, as ShOWl] m Fig, 5

In place of arranging the tlough—shaped
portion in the loose lower portion of the
lining, an mdependent trough-shaped bot-
tom f can be used, as shown in If1gs. 3 and
6. In this case the trough-shaped bottom 1s
anchored to the slide-piece ¢ by passing 1t
through slits to the underside of the same
and pasting the outer ends thereto. In this
cagse the lifting-device exerts less friction on
the case and does not hold the clgars as re-
lably 1 Iifted position as when the trough 1s
f{}lmed in the loose portion of the 1111111
shown 1 Ifigs. 2 and 5. The shiding tlouﬂh
tor ho]duw the tip-ends of the cigars, can
however also be arranged 1n different man-
ner as I do not desive to confine myself to
the constructions shown.

The slide-piece ¢ 13 formed of two side-

walls which are reinforced by thin longitu-
{1111{11 strips ¢ of whalebone or thin sheet -
metal, whieh are covered by thin leather.
They permit the lateral expansion of the
double slide-piece 7 with the partition so as
to form a tubular pocket, of diamond-shaped
cross-section, into which a cigar-cutter, pen-
¢il or other article that is desired to be car-
ried 1n the case. may be mserted, as shown in
Fig. 9. The cigar-case with t1e l1fting-cle-
vice may also e made in lar oer sizes fozt eX-
tra lfmn clgars. and 1 cmn]lw sizes for ciga-
reties, in which latter case, however, the
body of the case is not tﬂ.pel(,d toward its
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lower end, but made with parallel sides and
slhightly rounded- off corners so as to be
ﬂ(:hpi d to the shape of the cigarettes to be
carried therein. The lifting- “device facili-

tates the removing of the cigar ette% {rom the

case and offering them to others 1 the same
manner as with the cigar-cases, as the ciga-

rettes project with their ends beyond the

ase, and are returned with the hifting-device
into the case.

The advantages of my 1mproved cigar- o
cligarette-case are, first, that the cigars or
clgarettes 0%11‘1ed in the same are fully pro-
iected against injury by breakage, being held
11) uprloht position without bemo able to
shift into an inclined or diagonal 130‘31t10]fl n
the case; second, that the cigars or cigarettes
can be readily removed from the case by ac-
tuating the lifting-device and lifting the
clears ov lemmtte% partly out of the case,
and thir d, that the clgars or cigarettes are
held in position, owing to the friction of the
trough-shaped bottom-portion of the lining
with the side-walls of the case, and lastly,
that the cigars or cigarettes ave held 1 the

case by the pressure of the walls on the same

cue to the mmwardly springing gussets. ‘I'he
Iifting-device can also be apphed to hand-
bags, satohd% medicine - cases, hat - boxes,
trunks, adver 1151110 novelties and mMainy other
receptacles or purposes to which it may be
adapted so as {o remove the articles carried
therein in a quick and convenient manner.

Havine thus described my 1nvention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Tetters
Pfxtent

1. A cigar- or cigarette-case comprising
side-walls connected at the side-edges by col-
lapsible gussets, a transverse colhpglble tu-
bular p‘utltmn between said side-walls di-
viding the case mto conlpalulmnts means at
the bottom of the case for lifting articles
therefrom, and a shide-piece 1n said tubular
partl‘tmn and attached {o said means.

9. A cigar- or cigarette-case having a lin-
1N secur ed all the w ay around the imner up-
per part of the case and extending to the
bottom thereof, a transverse slide-piece con-
nected with the bottom-part of the lining,
and a transverse tubular partition at the up-
per part of the case for guiding the shide-
plece.

n

The combination, with a flexible cigar-
case open at the top and closed at the Pot-
tom, of a double partition extending trans-
ver s‘se]x across the upper portion of the case,
2 slide-piece in said double parlltmn A
trough-shaped hfting device at the lower

part of the case, and means connected with:

the slide-piece and ouided in the partition
for raising or lowermn the lifting device.
4. The wmbmatmn with a case open at
the top and closed at the bottom, of a double
transverse partition in the upper portion o
the case, a lifting device located at the lower
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interior portion of the case, and o sleeve- |

shaped slide-picce attached to the bottom of
the lifting device and provided with longi-
tudinal remforcing strips.

5. A cigar- or cigarette-case open at the
top and closed at the bottom, comprising
broader sides adapted to lie against each
other, collapsible narrower gussets, a tubular
partition disposed transversely to said
broader sides and adapted to collapse when
said broader sides lie against each other, a
trough-shaped portion in the lower part of
the case, a flexible lining attached to the up-
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per part of said trough-shaped portion and
to the inner part of the case, and a collapsi- 15
ble tubular slide-piece vertically movable 1n
sald tubular partition and connected to said
trough-shaped portion.

In testimony, that I claim the foregolng
as my invention, I have signed my name 1n 20
presence of two subseribing witnesses.

CHARLES IVENFANT.

Witnesses:
Pauvr (GorpeL,
Fax~xie Fisk.
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