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Lo all whom it may concern.

~ Be it known that I, Frank L. HorrMaN, .
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Denison, in the county of Crawford, State
of Towa, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Sanitary Receptacles:;

~and I do hereby declare the following to be

10

~ use the same.

_15

a Tull, clear, and exact description of the in-

vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and

This invention relates to receptacles such

as are commonly used in closets and privies.
One object of the invention is to insure the

closing of both lid and seat of the receptacle

- when not in use.

20

“Another object of the invention is to in-

sure the seat being raised unless held down
by weight placed thereon. o o

A third object of the invention is to pro-
vide treadle actuated means which will hold

- the lid raised while the device is in use and
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30

35

pressure 1s exerted on the treadle. o
‘With the above and other objects in view,

the mnvention consists in general of a recep-
tacle of the class described provided with a

Iid and seat and certain novel mechanism
adapted to secure the closing of both 1id and

seat when the receptacle is not in use and to

msure the raising of the seat when it is de-

sired to use the receptacle, unless weight be

placed on said seat. A
The invention further consists in certain

novel details of construction and combina-

tions of parts hereinafter fully described,

- 1llustrated in the accompanying drawings,
~and specifically set forth in the claims.
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4 1s a view showing a modi
‘supporting certain arms used in this inven-
tion. Fig. 5 is a detail section through a
' 50ﬁ portion of the rear of the device showing

In the accompanying drawings, like char-

acters of reference indicate like parts in the
- several views, and :—Figure 1 is a front ele-

vation of a device constructed in accordance
with this mvention. Fig. 2 is a top plan

view thereof. Fig. 8 is a section on the line

3—3 ot I1g. 2, the lid being shown closed in
tull lines and raised in dotted lines. TFig.
el manner of

parts of a latch releasing mechanism used in

- connection with the invention.

The numeral 10 indicates the bbdy.of the

~ receptacle and extending across the rear of
~ . this body 1n an anchor block 11 the upper

'
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edge of which is slightly above the top of
the receptacle. R

15.

At 12 is the usual seat constructed in the
ordinary manner and provided with down- -
wardly extending side flanges 13 and a front

flange 14 projecting outwardly in a plane
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with the body of the seat, the flanges fit-

means oi spring hinges 15 which are so ar-

_f_a&nged that they normally tend to lift the
1. | | o

ting closely over the edges of the receptacle. |
This Iid 12 is secured to the member 11 by

65__'

Projebtﬁig above the top of the rec{ép;'
tacle and .secured to the rear thereof is a

second anchor block 16, and a lid 17 pro-

vided with a handle extension 18 at the for-

70

ward edge thereof is hinged to the second

anchor block by means of a spring hinge 19.

It 1s to be observed that the hinges 15 and o
19 are so arranged with relation to each

other that the hinge 18 together with the

welght of the lid has just sufficient strength

7D

to overcome the lifting effect of the hinges

tendency of the hinge 19 is to close the lid 17.
- decured to the wall or any other conven-

It 1s, of course, understood that the

80

lent place immediately behind the receptacle .

1s a block 20 to the side of which is pivoted
a hoolk 21 so arranged that the bill of the
hook extends upward. On the top lid 17 is
a keeper 22 which is positioned in such man-

85

ner on the lid that when the latter is raised
the bill of the hook may engage the keeper |

1f said hook be raised.

- Pivoted to the sides of the receptacle or to

lugs 227 secured to the floor are arms 23

which have forwardly extending hinged
portions 24 whereon 1s held a treadle 25.
The joint between each of the arms 23 and

1ts hinged portion 24 is of the type com-

monly known as a rule joint, this being a
joint adapted to hold two members in aline-

ment but permit the folding of one on the
other in one direction. These arms 28 are

pivoted adjacent the forward portion of the

receptacle and extend slightly to the rear

thereof where they are connected by a cross

106

beam 26. Connected to the hook 21 between

the bill and pivot thereof is a rod 27 the
lower end of which passes through an open-

1ng 28 formed in the cross beam 26. Upon

105

the rod 27 is a collar 29 and between this

~collar and the cross beam is a spring 80 .
which normally urges the cross beam 26

downward and the collar 29 upward. This
spring may have its tension adjusted by

116

shifting the position of the collar 29 on the

| rod 27, the collar being held in the adjust-



_the rod.
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ed position by means of a set screw 31 pass-
ing through the collar and bearing against
“At 32 is a bracket Whl(}h 1S Se-
cured to the rear of the receptacle and sur-
rounding the rod between this bracket and
the collar is a spring 33. It 1s preferred that
the last mentioned spring shall be of less
strength than the spring 30 so that the de-
pression of the treadle “will raise the cross
beam 26 and with it will raise the rod 27.
Now, as the rod 27 is raised the bill end of
the hook 21 is also raised.

In the oper ation of the device the placuw
of a person’s foot nupon the treadle 25 serves
to depress this treadle and consequently to
ralse the cross beam 26. This raises the
hook to the position shown in dotted lines
in Fig. 3 and then the handle 18 may be
nmqued and the upper lid raised until the
keeper 22 engages the hoolk, this being per-
mitted by reason of the fact that the Sprmo
30 will allow the (leleq‘ﬂOl} of the hook
sufficient to let the keeper engage therewith.
As the Iid 17 1s raised the weight of this
lid 1s removed from the seat 12 together
with the stress exerted bv the spring hinge
of the Iid 17. As a consequence of this the

seat 12 flies up and 1s received against a

bumper peg or stop 34 located at one side
of the receptacle. If 1t 18 desir ed that the
seat be closed 1t 1s simply necessary to grasp
the same with the hand and shut it down.
So long as weight 1s kept thereon 1t will re-
main in this position. If, now, the weight
be removed from the {r eadle 25 the SPIINgs
30 and 33 will act to lift the treadle 25 and
also to lower down the hook 21. This will
release the keeper 22 and permit the hid 17
to have free movement downw ard. By rea-
son of the fact that the spring hinge on
has greater strength than the
hinges suppor tmo the seat 12, both lid and
seat will be pr 0111ptlv shut. There has thus
been provided a simple and efficient device
of the kind described and for the purpose

specified.

It 13 obvious that manv mmor changes

‘may be made m the form and constructlon

of this invention without departing from
the material principles thereof. It 1s not
therefore desired to confine the invention to
the exact form herein shown and described,
but it is wished to include all such as
properlv come within the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

- Having thus described the invention. what
is claimed as new, 18—

1. ITn a device of the kind described. a

6o L eceptacle, a lid therefor, means to hold said ;

1id raised, a treadle, and elements connect-

ing the hol(:hno means and treadle to ve-
ease the h(}ldmﬂ means when the tle.:ldh, 1S
released from pressure.

9. In a device of the kind described, a
receptacle, a Iid therefor, a hook supported

1_ [
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- behind and above said receptacle, a keepet

on said lid engageable by the hook swhen
the lid 1s rmsed a pivoted treadle, and
means connecting the treadle and hook to
move the latter to engaging position when
the treadle 1s depr essed.

3. In a device of the kind described,
receptacle, a lid therefor, a hook %uppmted
behind and above said receptacle, a keeper
on said lid engageable by the hook when the
lid 1s raised, a pwoted tleqdle mMeans comn-
necting the treadle and hook to move the
hook to engaging position when the Iid 1s
raised, and spring actuated means to depress
the treadle and release the hook from the
keeper.

4. In a device of the kind described,
receptacle, a lid therefor, a hook Supgorted
behind and above said receptacle, a keeper
on said lid engageable by the hook when the
lid 1s raised, a plx’ot{,d fl ame embracing said
receptacle, a treadle on the front end of said
frame, a rod connected to said hook and
shdablv held in said frame, a collar on said
rod, a spring between said collar and said
frmne a bracket surrounding said rod above
said collar and secured to a stationary ob-
ject, a second spring between said bracket
and collar, and means to adjust said collar
on said rod.

5. In a device of the kind described, a ve-
ceptacle, an under Iid therefor, hinges con-
necting the under lid and the 1eceptacle anc
normall tending to raise the under lid, an
upper hd for the receptacle, a hinge con-
necting the npper hid and the 1eceptade and
1101"*17[1..:1]]"ﬁT holding the upper lid closed, the
last mentioned hmoe% having strength suffi-
cient to overcome the action of the first men-
tioned hinges, all of said hinges being spring
hinges.

6. In a device of the kind described, a re-
ceptacle, an under lid therefor, an upper lid
for the receptacle, hinges connecting said
lids to said 1eceptf1(:1e sald hinges bemc-
spring hinges, and the strength of the Spring
hmﬂe for the upper hid bemg oreater than
the strennth of the spring 1111’10{35 for the
lower lid, “said last mentioned hmﬂe% tending
to raise the 1id and the hinge for the upper

- lid tending to close the same. a keeper on

sald upper 11dj a hook supported behind and
above sald receptacle and engageable with
the keeper when the lid 1s 1‘11sed a pivoted
treadle, and means connecting the treadle
and hook to move the latter to . engaging po-
Sltlon when the treadle 1s depressed

In a device of the kind described, a re-
cepta cle, an under lid therefor, an upper lid

for the receptacle, hinges connectmg sald -

lids to said receptacle said hinges being
spring hinges, and the strenoth of the Spring

- hinge for the upper hid bemo oreater than

the stre1wth of the spring hmoes for the
lower lid, “said last mentioned hmn es tending
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o to raise the hd and the hinge for the upper
- lid tending to close the same, a keeper on
said upper lid, a hook supported behind and

- above said recepta,cle and engageable with
5 the keeper when the lid is raised, a pivoted |

~ treadle, means connecting the tleadle and
~ hook to move the latter to engaging posi-

- tion when the treadle 1s depressed, and |

Spl ing actuated means to depress the treadle
“and release the hook from the keeper. 10

In testimony whereof, 1 afiix my qgnaa-
ture, mn presence of two witnesses.

FRA\TK TI.. HOFFMAN
- Witnesses:

LouiE DVD_RS,
- Joux G. Huce.
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