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To all whom it may concern: .
Be 1t known that I, Freorick W. Kogs-
TERS, a citizen of the United States, residing

at St. Louis, in the county of St. Louis and

State of Missouri, have invented new and
usetul Improvements in Folding Chicken-
Coops, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, - |
This mvention relates to a coop for poul-
try, the coop being of that type which can
be folded into a small space when it is to be
shipped back from the market or to be stored
away., ' ' '
The 1nvention has for one of its objects to
provide a comparatively simple, inexpensive
and durable coop of this character which can
be easily and conveniently set up or knocked
down, and which is of such design that all
the parts are permanently attached so that
there 1s no danger of the parts being lost.
Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a coop composed of side, end and
top frames of novel design and hingedly
connected together to the bottom of the coop
so that when the coop is folded it will be
perfectly flat. -
With these objects in view, and others as
will appear as the description proceeds, the
mvention comprises the various novel fea-
tures of construction and arrangement of
parts which will be more fully
hereinafter and set forth with particularity
in the claims appended hereto.

In the accompanying drawings, which !

iHustrates one embodiment of the invention,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the coop
set up for use. Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof
folded. Ifig. 3 is a side view of the folded
cCoop. |

Sumilar reference chavacters are employed
to designate corresponding parts through the

several views.
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Referring to the drawings, 1 designates
the bottom of the coop which is preferably,
although not necessarily, a wooden plate or
board stiffened by cross pieces or cleats 2.
Secured to the ends of the bottom 1 are end

frames A and B, and attached to these end

frames is a top frame C and side frames D,

the top and side frames being so connected
with the end frames that they can fold

described |

downwardly in a direction longitudinal of
the coop so as to lie close to and

with the bottom 1.

The end frame A consists of symmetri-
cally disposed or inwardly inclined corner
pieces 3 which have their lower ends con-
nected by hinges 4 with the ends of the bot-
tom plate 1 at the corners thereof, and these
standards or corner pieces 3 are connected
together and held in spaced relation by
horizontal slats or bars 5 which close the
end of the coop.

The frame A is preferably provided with
a door 6, of any approved construction, that
closes an opening 7 in the said frame, the
door being adapted to swing on hinges 8
and 1s locked closed by a hasp 9 engaging
a staple 10. The inner edges of the members
3 are provided with serrations so as to pre-
sent a plurality of vertically disposed bear-

ing faces 11 for the purpose of connecting

therewith the side bars or slats 12 which
torm the side frames D of the coop. The
slats 12 are disposed parallel with each other
and one above another and stepped inwardly
from a vertical plane so that the sides of
the coop will be upwardly and inwardly
inclined. The front ends of the slats 12
are connected with the end frames by bolts
or rivets 13 that extend from the slats and
corner members 3 of the front end frame
so as to form pivotal connection between the
side frames and side slats 12. |

The rear end frame B is composed of two
upstanding members 14 that form the corner
pleces of the end frame, and secured to these
corner pieces are horizontally spaced slats
15. The outer edges of these corner pieces
are stepped or serrated to provide bearing
pieces 16 for the rear ends of the side slats
12, the latter being connected with the rear
end frame by horizontal pivots in the form

' of bolts 16" which pass through the ends of

the side slats and corner pieces 14. The
rear end irame B i1s connected with the bot-
tom 1 by hinges 17 secured to the bottom
I and lower ends of the members 14 of the
end frame, the hinges being located at the
inside of the end frame so that the latter
can swing inwardly and downwardly against
the bottom 1 of the coop while the front

parallel
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end frame swings downwardly
wardly beyond the front end of the bottom
1 of the coop.

The top frame C comprises parallel slats
18, all of which except the middle one are
secured to end pieces 19 and a middle piece
90. The front end piece 19 is disposed un-
der the slats 18 of the frame and secured
to and disposed between the top side slats 12,
and a single rod or bolt 21 passes through
the corner members 3 of the front frame, the
front ends of the top side slats and the iront
end piece of the top frame so that the top
frame will be pivotally connected with the
top of the front end frame. The rear end
piece 19 of the top frame extends between
the upper ends of the corner members 14
of the rear frame, and a single rod or bolt
99 passes through the rear ends of the top
side slats, the upper ends of the corner
pieces 14 and end member 19, so that the
rear end of the frame will be pivotally con-
nected at its rear end to the frame B.

The middle slat 23 of the top frame 1s
adapted to be removable so that chickens
can be placed into the coop at the top. The
ends of the slat 23 slide in staples or loops
94 on and projecting from the end pieces
19, and the slat is held in place by the pro-
jection 25 on one of the slats 18 engaging
In a recess 26 in the adjacent edge of the
removable slat or gate element 23, inter-
locking relation of the projection with the
recess being maintained by a bowed spring
27 secured to the edge of the slat 23 oppo-
site from that having the recess, so that the
middle portion of the spring can be brought
into sliding engagement with the adjacent
fixed slat 18 of the top frame. In order to
release the slat or gate element 23 1t 1s
moved longitudinally so as to release one
end from the loop or staple that holds 1t
and during this sliding movement the slat
rides on the projection 25 while the spring
97 is compressed, and as soon as one end of
the slat 23 leaves its retaining loop 24, the
released end of the slat can be raised sui-
ficiently to clear the loop and then moved
longitudinally in a direction to release the
opposite end of the slat from its retaining
loop or staple 24. By providing this open-
ing on the top frame the chickens can be
readily placed into or removed from the
coop without danger of any chickens escap-
ing. The front gate or door can be used also
for taking out or removing chickens espe-
cially when the coops are piled one on top
of the other.

The coop is locked in set-up position by
means of brace rods 28 that have their up-
per ends hingedly connected at 29 to the
rear side of the upper ends of the corner
pieces 3 of the front frame, and the lower

978,759

and out- 1 30 for engaging eyes or staples 81 on the

bottom 1 adjacent the middle thereof, the
hooks engaging the eyes or staples from the
outside. The hooks are locked in place by
turn buttons 32 or latches pivoted to the out-
side of the bottom side slats 12 so that the

| said buttons or latches can be turned down

to engage over the lower end of the brace
rods 28 to prevent the hooks thereof irom
working out of the eyes or staples 31. When
the coop is knocked down or folded the
brace rods are disconnected from the bottom
1 and then the coop is folded, as shown in
Fig. 2. In order to fasten the brace rods so
as to be out of the way they are engaged
under the hooks 383 on the cross piece of the
top frame and the hooks of the brace rods
are engaged 1n the eyes or staples 31 pro-
jecting from the sides of the slat 18 of the
top frame. When the coop is folded, as
shown in Ifigs. 2 and 3, the side slats 12
will lie flat against the bottom 1, and the
rear frame B will also be disposed flat
against the bottom 1 and occupy a position
between the rear ends of the side slats. The
front ends of the side slats will be disposed
within the front frame A which is disposed
parallel with the bottom 1 but projecting
from the end thereof. The top frame B will
lie between the two groups of the side slats
which form the side frames of the coop. A
coop constructed in this manner will be read-
ily folded or unfolded and is of durable and
substantial design.

From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanylng draw-
ings, the advantages of the construction and
of the method of operation will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art to which
the invention relates, and while I have de-
seribed the principle of operation of the in-
vention, together with the device which 1
now consider to be the best embodiment
thereof, I desire to have it understood that
the device shown is merely illustrative and
that such changes may be made when de-
sired as are within the scope of the claims.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent 1s:—

1. A structure of the class described. com-
prising a bottom, an outwardly and down-
wardly- swinging frame having upwardly
and inwardly inclined members, an inwardly
and downwardly swinging end frame hav-
ing spaced members, slats pivoted at their
ends to the inner faces of the members of the
jrst frame and to the outer faces of the
members of the second frame, a top frame
having its ends hingedly connected to the
end frames, brace rods hingedly connected
with one of the end frames and detachably
connected with the bottom of the coop, and
a .device mounted on the bottom slat at one

ends of the brace rods are bent into hooks | side of the structure and movable into and
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out of engagement with the brace rods for
holding the latter connected with said bot-
tom. S |

2. A structure of the class described com-
prising end frames having spaced members,
slats extending from one frame to the other

and having their ends engaging the outer

tfaces of the members of one frame and the
imner faces of the other frame, a top frame

10 having its ends set in between the upper ends

S

tirely across the structure for hingedly con-
necting each end of the top frame with the
members of the end frames.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
' FREDRICK W. KOESTERS.
Witnesses:
Joan H. Korsters,
LLaurexce R. RuUEsve.

- of the said members, and bolts extending en-
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