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To all whom it MaY CONCErn:

Be it known that I, Henry J. SMmIiTH, 2

 citizen of the United States, residing at New

York, county of New York, and State of

New York, have invented certain new and
~useful Improvements in Transier-Tickets,

fully described and represented in the fol-
lowing specification and the accompanying

~ drawings, forming a part of the same.
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This invention relates to certain 1mprove-
ments in transfer tickets for street railways.
In some cities the conditions under which
street railways are operated require that a
passenger paying his fare upon one line be

‘entitled to transportation to any point on

any other line which is a part of the same
system. Where the system includes a num-
ber of different lines running in various di-
rections, this often requires that the passen-
oer be entitled, upon payment of his fare

upon a given line, to continue his ride, not

. only upon an intersecting line, but on an-
~ other line which intersects the intersecting
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- the conditions referred to, the usual
- tice has been for the line on which the
30

~line,

‘line. Under some circumstances, the pas-
‘senger may

even be entitled to a ride on
still another or fourth line which inter-

sects the second intersecting line. Under
prac-

passenger pays his fare, or the issuing
line, to issue a transfer good on an inter-

secting line, and possibly also on a line In-

tersecting said intersecting line,the transfer
to be given up on the second intersecting
Should there be, however, a fourth

~ line intersecting the second intersecting line,

the passenger may be entitled to ride on that

~ line, provided, of course, it be embraced 1n
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" the same system, and may, therefore, be en-

titled to exchange his transfer for a second

* transfer, which transfer is issued with a new
7 time limit and entitles the passenger to all

~ the
" had an actual fare been paid upon said line.

privileges which would have resulted

Where the system is large, embracing numer-
ous intersecting lines, great abuses of the

" transfer system have resulted, for the reason
‘that a

passenger will demand a transfer

" whether or not he is intending to use 1t 1m-
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mediately. He leaves the car on which he

~ has been riding, therefore, with a transfer
~ which is “alive” and which will remain

‘alive for the time limit for which 1t 1s

- punched. If within that time limit he
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boards a car upon a line on which his trans-

fer is good, he may be able to exchange 1t for

P

another transfer which is again issued with
a new time limit. In large cities where the
travel is heavy and where conductors cannot
pay close attention to time limits, this may,
and in some cases practically does result in
an almost indefinite issuance of transfers.
Transfers are usually so issued as to be
oood only in one general direction, that 1s to
say, a passenger having elected to travel in a
oiven direction cannot, thereafter, reverse
his direction of travel over the same line or
any other line which parallels it. Assum-

ing, for instance, that a passenger boards a

car on a cross-town line, he may, at the 1n-
tersecting point, elect to travel either up or
down with respect to the cross-town line. It
he elects to go down, he may, farther down
the line, board another cross-town intersect-
ing line and travel in either direction on that
line, but when he leaves the second cross-

‘town car, he can only travel on the next in-

tersecting line in the down direction. If,
however, within the time limit of his trans-
fer on a line going in one direction, he
boards a car on any line going in the oppo-
site direction, and, paying a fare, obtains o
transfer which gives an uptown privilege,
he may then, by changing his transfers with.-

in their time limits, continue his travel in

either direction practically indefinitely, hav-

ing paid only two fares.
The object of this invention is to produce

an improved transfer ticket by which a pas-

senger may obtain a continuous ride between
any two points on a system, the privilege of
the transfer being extinguished by the use
of the transfer within the time limit or by
the lapse of the time limit set when the
transfer is originally issued, in case the
transfer is not used within that limit.
Referring to the drawing which 1llustrates
a transfer ticket constructed in accordance
with the invention, A indicates a body por-
tion which bears the name of the issuing
line, the contract under which the transfer 1s
issued, and a series of time limit indications,
these comprising, on the ticket illustrated,
the hours from five o’clock in the morning
until noon. This body portion has attached
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to it two coupons B and C, these coupons in -

the ticket illustrated, being attached to dif-
ferent ends of the body portion. The cou-
pon B bears the names of three lines which
are assumed to be in the same system with
the issuing line and on which the transfer
will be good, provided the coupon when pre-
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sented, be attached to the body portion,these
Iimes being lines which intersect the issuing
Iine. The coupon C bears the names of three
lines on which this coupon is good, provided
1t be attached to the body portion when pre-
sented, 1t being assumed that these lines are
Ilnes which intersect the lines named on the
coupon B. It may happen, and frequently
does 1n large systems, that some or all of the
Ilnes named on the transfer may intersect
at a common transfer point, in which case
the passenger must be privileged to elect as
to which coupon he will first use. It is,
therefore, 1mportant, that the coupons be
attached to the central or body portion so
that either one may be removed without de-

taching the other, which is accomplished by

attaching the coupons to different ends or

‘sices of the central or body portion.

With the transfer described, and assuming
it to be 1ssued by the 23rd street X-town line
on which the passenger begins his ride and
on which he pays his fare.—the time limit
being punched on the transfer at this time,—
he may continue his ride, at the intersection
of the X-town line, on any one of the three
lines named on the coupon B which are as-
sumed to be lines 1ntersecting the X-town

line. He presents his transfer on the selected

intersecting line and the conductor tears off

the coupon B. After having traveled as far
as desired on the selected intersecting line,
he may still continue his ride on any of the
lines named on coupon C, provided, however,
he presents the transfer within the time
Iimit punched on the body portion of the
transfer. Upon presentation of his transfer
with the attached coupon C on this third
selected line, the conductor on this line will
take up the transfer and coupon C. Fur-
ther, 1f 1t be assumed that the issuing line
and any of the lines named on the two cou-
pons have a common intersecting point, the
transfer enables the passenger to elect as to
whether he will continue his ride on a line
named on coupon C or on a line named on
coupon B. The ticket described, therefore,
enables a passenger to ride between any two
points 1n the system which can be reached
by three continuous rides, and, further,
enables him to elect, at a common intersect-
ing point, in which order he will take the
second and third rides provided, which is of
essential 1mportance as the street railway
systems oI most large cities are laid out. It
may happen, under some circumstances, how-
ever, that a fourth ride will be necessary to
reach some point in the system. This may be
provided for by a statement on the body or
central portion of the ticket that the holder
thereof 1s entitled to a ride on the line re-
terred to. When such a transfer is presented
oni the third line the conductor will not take
up the body of the ticket but will detach the

coupon C, leaving the body of the ticket to |
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be taken up by the conductor on the fourth
Iine.  In the ticket illustrated, this is pro-
vided for by the words “ Good on 11th Ave.”
on the body portion of the transfer.

It will be understood, therefore, that the

transter described provides, at the time of

1ssuance, for the necessary rides between
any two points on the system, thus making
any exchange of transfers unnecessary.
Further, when the transfer is issued, the
time limit within which the rides may be
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taken 1s fixed, as the time cannot be extend- -

edl by exchanging the transfer for another
extending the time. Furthermore, the trans-
fer operates as a check upon the. issuing
conductor, as each conductor must account
in cash for the number of transfers he has

1ssued, since in no case will a transfer be

1ssued except for a paid fare. TFurther,
since a ride cannot be obtained by simply
exhibiting a transfer and holding it for use
on an additional line, a concuctor at the end
of a trip must be able to show either cash

or a transfer for every passenger who has

boarded his car during the trip. The trans-
ter possesses other advantages which need
not be here recited, inasmuch as they will
be cbvious to those who are accustomed to

street railway operation.

The construction by which the invention
1s carried into effect may be varied in some
respects from the particular transfer illus-
trated. _
be limited to the specific transfer illustrated
and hereinbefore described. '

What 1s claimed is:—

A transfer ticket comprising a central or

body portion bearing a contract under which
the ticket 1s used and a series of time limit
idications, sald body portion having a de-
tachable coupon attached thereto bearing
indicia defining a line intersecting the issu-
ing line on which the coupon is good, said

The i1nvention is not, therefore, to
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body portion also having a second detach-

able coupon attached thereto which bears
indicia defining a line intersecting the be-
tore mentioned intersecting line on which
the second coupon is good, the ticket also
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bearing 1ndicia to the effect that the coupons

are valid only when attached to the body
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portion, whereby a passenger, within the

time limit for which the ticket is punched,

1s entitled to a continuous ride on the issu--

ing line, an intersecting line, and a line in-
tersecting the intersecting line, the ticket
being canceled either by the lapse of the

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand, in the presence of two subscrib-

1nge witnesses.
- HENRY J. SMITH.
Witnesses: | |
A. WurTs, .
Joax J. Krarns.
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time for which 1t 1s punched or by the use
of the coupons.
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