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- WILLIAM PINKNEY McNEEL, OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.

COMBINED SWITCH SOCKET AND PLUG.

978,322.

 To all whom it Mmay concern.

Be it known that I, WiLLiam P. McNeeL,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
- San Antonio, in the county of Bexar and
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- ally readily accessible so that each lamp may
- be made to glow or the current may

or broken at will, the device be
~ to be Interposed between any ordinary socket
- and lamp especially where the sockets and

State of Texas, have invented a new and

useful Combined Switch Socket and Plug,

of which the following is a specification.
This invention has reference to improve-

ments in combined switch sockets and plu%s

for incandescent electric lights, and its ob-

“ject 1s to provide an extension-socket adapt-
ed to fit an ordinary lamp socket and to

recelve an ordinary incandescent light, the
socket - including means exterior thereto
whereby the circuit to the lamp may be made

Y)eing adapted

lamps are ordinarily out of reach but it is
desirable that the lamps should be mdividu-

cuat

~ off therefrom at will without disturbing any

95

other lamp.

The 1nvention will be best understood

- from a consideration of the following de-
-tailed description taken in connection with

: ._';.-30 'i
- to the exact showing of the drawings since

 the accompanying drawings forming a part

of this specification, with the understandin
however that the invention 1s not confin

~ the invention 1s susceptible of various modi-

35

. 40 .
‘socket and plug forming the subject matter

nary

fications so long as the salient features of

‘the invention are retained.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of a lamp bracket with a terminal

-socket, showing the intermediate socket ap- |
phed thereto and an incandescent. electrc |
lamp carred by the latter. Fig. 2 is a lon- |

gitudinal- section of the combined switch

of the present invention, showing an ordi-
incandescent lamp inserted in the

. socket end of the attachment and illustrating
45

in dotted lines an ordinary socket at the plu

- end of the attachment. Fig. 8 is a display

B0

perspective view of parts of the combined
socket and plug forming the subject matter

61 the present invention.
~ Referring to the drawings and first more |
especially to Figs. 2 and 3 there is shown a

. 1(:?’linder' 1 constituting the body portion of
he

55

combined switch socket and plug, this

body portion being long enough to accom-
modate certain parts to be described.

- Specification of Letters Patent. = Patented Dec. 13, 1910.
Application filed August 8, 1820. Serial No. 578,359. |

| insulating material.

Within the cylinder 1 is housed a disk 2

of insulating material, this disk ‘béing lo-
cated preferably near one end of the cylin-
der: On one face the disk 2 carries a ring
3 of conducting material, usually brass, this
ring being secured to-the disk in any ap-
propriate manner and at a suitable point 1n
the circumference of the ring there is passed
a serew 4 extending to the other face of the
disk and there made fast to a strip 5 of
brass or other suitable conducting material.

The strip 5 is secured to the disk 2 at one
side of the oenter thereof and diametrically
oppesite this strip 5 there is secured to the
disk another strip 6, which may or may not
be 1 electrical contact with the ring 3. The
strips 5 and 6 extend {o the end of the sleeve
1 remote from that occupied by the disk 2
and there these strips are connected -by
screws or otherwise to plug sleeve 7, which
may be molded into shape with embossed
screw threads after the usual praetice in the
formation of lamp bases. The outer end of
the sleeve 7 carries an insulating end piece 8
to which 1s cenfrally secured the usual ter-
minal plate 9 below the center terminal of
the base. In the particular strueture shown
the plate 9 is secured to the end piece 8 by
a screw 10 which also serves as a means for
securing a metal strip 11 to the end piece 8
and electrically to the terminal plate 9.
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"The disk 2 carries a central threaded pin -

12 serewed 1nto a bushing 13 in turn seated
in an insulating disk 14 carrying a sleeve or
shell 15 molded with screw threads after
the usual practice in forming the receiving
terminal of a lamp socket, this shell being
adapted to the usual lamp socket.” The ma-
temal of the shell 15 i1s carried around the
disk 13 and inturned over the inner face
thereof, being separated therefrom by a ring
16 of mmsulating material so that the inner
edge of the inturned portion of the shell 15

| will be thoroughly electrically separated

from the bushing 13 or pin 12.  For strength-
ening and protective purposes the exterior of
the shell 15 is surrounded by a sleeve 17 of
The arrangement of

90
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the parts is such that the disk 18 is inserted

1n the corresponding end of the sleeve 1 until
the inturned end of the shell 15 is in engage-

ment with the conducting ring 3 so that
‘there 1s electric contact between this ring

and the sleeve 15. The pin 12 is continued

| through the disk 2 and is there threaded to
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B engage a small metal ‘bracket 18 between

“and preferably to one side of the strips .5

&nd 0. o . | B | |
Through one side of the sleeve 1 prefer-

ably at a point intermediate of the strips 5
‘and 6 and between the free ends of the strip

11 and brackets 18 which latter are of such
“length as to' be separated a distance one
from the other, there 1s formed a passage 19

10

- Secured

edges at the passage 19.

bracket 18, thence by way of the pin 12 to

in which there is set a ring 20 which may be
so formed as to eliminate all sharp or abrupt

o the free end of the strip 11 by.

a binding screw 21 is a conductor 22 and
secured ‘to the free end of the bracket 18 by

a binding screw 23 is a conductor 24. These

‘two conductors 22 and 24 are properly in-

" sulated and are carried from the interior of

~ the casing 1 to the passage 19 to the exterior
» of such casing and may form the two mem-

length and carries at.1ts free en

bers of an ordinary two conductor flexible
cord. This cord 1s. made of. agpropriate
a switch

" 25 shown in Fig. 1, the showing being that

35
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- way of the conductor 22 and to the termi- |
nals of the switch 25, considering the cir-

switchless brackets this

5 of a familiar type of pendent switch, and as
- the structure of this switch forms no part

of the present invention, the exterior thereof
only 1s shown.

~In Fig. 1 there is shown an ordinary elec-
iric. lamp bracket 26 carrying an.ordinary

socket 27 which may or may not be provided
with the usual switch mechanism. The plug

end of the attachment i1s adapted to the

socket 27 and is shown inserted therein in
TFig. 1, the socket on the bracket 26 being
 indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 2. There
~ is also shown an ordinary incandescent elec- |
~ tric light 28 having its base 29 inserted in |

the sacket shell 15. | | |
It often transpires that electric lamp

brackets such as shown at 26 in Fig. 1 .hre

placed so high as to be inaccessible to the

user, and at times such brackets are pro-
vided with switchless sockets 27.. In either

5 case it is often desirable to be able to switch

~and in the case of the
can only be done
E distant switch..

on or off a lamp

either in groups or from

‘'With the present invention the lamp may
be removed from the ordinary socket and
the combined switch and socket may be 1n-

serted in the ordinary socket and the lamp

 then replaced in the exposed socket end of
~ the attachment of the p:
The circuit to the Jamp may then be estab-

present invention.

lished by.a proper manipulation of  the

switch 25 whereby an electric circuit may be
‘established from, say, the center terminal

of the socket 27, thence by way of the plate

!

9 and screw 10 to. the switch 11, thence by

cuit to be closed at these terminals, and re-

' turning by way of the cpnductorfd% to the

body sleeve, the latter bei_n%;1

l'
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the center terminal of the lamp 28, thence

65

through the filament of the lamp, and back
by way of the base of the lamp to the shell
15, thence to the ring, and. thence by the

strip 5 to the shell 7, and to the correspond-.
ing portion of the socket 27. When 1t 1s de-

70

sired to put out the lamp the switch 25 is

appropriately manipulated and the circuit.
broken at the switch 25 the same as 1t
would be broken at the socket 27 when the

15

75

Jatter is provided with a switch and the lat-

ter is turned to the off position.
- The attachment provides an insertible and-
removable switch interposable between an

ordinary lamp socket and an electric lamp

' so that the: latter may be included in the
circuit or cut out therefrom at will, and the

80

attachment may be carried from one point
to another.and applied or removed with the

oreatest facility, no change whatever in

85

either the lamp or the ordinary socket be-

ing required.
By forming the body

the attachment to all intents and purposes

: 'Pbrﬁon 1 ._a,ﬁd'-.ﬁthe. .
socket covering 17 of insulating material, .
90 -

has no exposed metal parts with which a

person is liable to contact..
- What is claimed 1s:—

1. A combined switch socket a,'nﬁloglug for -
] ymem'
ber having a plug at one end and a socket at

incandescent lamps comprising a

the other end, with interior terminal exten-

96

sions of the like members of the plug and
socket ends, and an exterior switch couplgd .

to the said terminal extensions. L
9. A combined switch socket and plug for

100

incandescent lamps comprising a body mem- -

ber in the form of a sleeve of insulating
material, a plug member at one end thereotf, *

a socket member at the other end thereof,

an insulating disk to which the terminals .
of the socket member. are connected, a con-
ducting strip extending from the plug mem-
ber to the like terminal of the socket mem-
ber and lying along the inner wall of the.

provided with

a side passage therethrough, a conducting

109
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strip extending into the body member ifrom '

the center terminal of the plug member, a
conducting member extending from the cen-

ter terminal of the socket toward the strip
leading from the center menber of the plug,

115

an exterior switch, and conductors leading .

therefrom to the conducting members con-

‘nected respectively to the center terminal

members of the plug and socket.

" In testimony that I claim the. foregoing o
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-.

ture in the presence of two witnesses.

Witnesses: .
Frank H. Wasi,:
StErLa D. CgMP.- o

“WILLIAM PINKNEY McNEEL. '
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