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o all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, Arrrep RayNe Grer

a subject of the Iuno of Great Dritain, re*-'

mdmo at Leeds, in the county of Yorkshire,

,Ennhnd lhwe 111x*ented certaln new and

useful Improvements in  Shoe-Straighten-
ers; and I do hereby declare the fo]]owmn
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of
the 1nvent10n such as will enable others
skilled 1n the art to which it appertqms to
make and use the same.

Boot and the like foot coverings after be-

ing worn a little time have a tendenvy to

lose their shape by the toes developing an
upward curve as a result of the bending to
which the sole in particular, is sub]ectad by

the bending of the foot of the wearer 1n

walking:, such curving of the boot or the
like entirely spoiling its appearance.

Boot trees so generally used, while press-
ing out and shaping the body of the boot or

 the like, do not qtrmohtt-_,n the boot, which
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consequently retains Cits uely appearance,

even after being on a boot tree for a consid-

erable time. .
The object of my invention is to provide

2 simple device in which the toe part of the

boot or the like is held down on a base por-

~ tion by means of a clip or projection, and
30

the heel or back part is pressed down by a
rod carried by a bridge portion of the base,
or a frame, upright or the like on the base,

~in or by which bridge or the like 1t can be

 secured to exert pressure on the inside of

the heel portion of the boot, and so effec-
tively straighten the most shapeless boot
or the like and impart a shapely appearance

to 1t.

In order that my invention may be read-
ily understood, I will proceed to describe
the same with reference to the accompany-
‘two sheets of explanatory drawings

- whlch show by way of example only, some

: o

modes of carrying my invention into effect,

and on Wthh—-——-

- Figure 1 15 a side VleW 1. 2 an end

“view and Fig. 3 a plan view ot a boot tree

or Stralghtener constructed in accordance
with my invention, F1g.4 1s a side view and
Fig. 5 a front view of the device showing
the bridge or frame extending 10n01tudl—-

~ nally of the base in place of across the same,
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Fig. 6 1s a side view and Fig. 7 a fron‘r

view of the device showing the pressure rod
‘actuated by a lever, Fig. 8 i1s a side view
- showing the pressure rod mounted in a

' single hinged or pivoted support i place of

111 a br Ldﬂe or frame, and Iig. 9 1s a side

view 51101\*111*-*: the Dbase compocse,d of two

portions so as to be capable of adjustment.
In carrying my invention into eflect, 1
employ a suitable strong base plate or part
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A which is provided with a spring or other

clip, or a projection or the hike B for en-
gagine the front of the toe part of the sole
of the boot or the like C, and with a bridge
plece or frame, or upright or the like D in-
which 1s loosehf mounted an adjustable
pressure rod I to pass into the back or heel
portion of the boot or the like C to force
the said back or heel portion down on the

‘base plate or part A, and when such pres-

sure rod 1s secured, to hold 1t thereon; a
suitable means for sec uring the pressure
rod 1U to hold the hecl p()rtmn of the boot
on the base plate or part A, consisting 1n
providing the bridge, frame or upnﬂ'ht D
with an enlar ﬂemult or boss D' in which 1s
a lole for the pressure rod to work in, and
with a screw threaded hole to receive a
thumb serew or the like I to nip the said
pressure rod and hold 1t 1n the position in
which 1t 1s set. _

When the pressure rod K 1s mounted in a
bridge pilece or frame D which spans the
base transversely as shown 1n Iigs. 1, 2, 3
and 9 of the drawings, the bottom ends of

( such bridge piece or frame are preferably

pivoted to the sides of the base A so as to
allow of such bridge piece or frame being
folded over outw u'dly away from the base
part A and inwardly over such base part, as
shown at Ig. 3, the full lines D represent-
ing the 1)1'1(106 or frame folded outwardly
to enable a boot or the like to be I‘C‘IdIIV
placed on the base part, and the dotted lines
D representing it folded 1nwardly so that
the tree or straightener will occupy only a
small space w hen not 1 use.

When the pressure rod i1s mounted in a
single upright or support I) as shown at
I*w S of the drawings, the base part may
be ])I‘O\Tld{‘d with brackets G each having
two holes 11 and J, the bottom of the sup-
port being flattened and having two holes
m 1t to correcspond and 1'{301qtu* with the
holes H, J 1n the brackets G.

The flattened bottom end of the support D
fits 1n the space between the two brackets G
and a pivet pin IX 1s passed through the
holes I, say for instance, in the brac]{ets G
and throuo'h the correspondmg hole in the

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

11¢



=3

bottom of the suppmt D, w 1’11(311 allows of

‘such support being turned over outwardly

~and inwardly on its pivot K; when 1t 1s re-

quired to secure the support D in 1ts vertical

“position, a split pin or the like 1. 1s passed
" 1nto the other holes J, for instance, in the

brackets G .and thlouﬂh the conespondnw

: _.10__

hole in the bottom of The support.
~When the bridge or frame D spans the
base lonﬂltudmally
D ot the dr AWINgs, the clip or progectlon B
- may be 1’*’101111'{@{1 011 a screw threaded stud M
.whlch passes through a vertical slot D? 1n

the front of the bﬂdfrﬂ or frame, the portion

of the stud which passes thmuo h the slot

as shown at FIOS 4 and

being preferably square to pievent turning

of the stud and consequently of the chp or
* Pl ojection B. -

The clip or pl()]e(,tmn can be set to suit

-the thickness of the tce of the boot sole by
‘moving the stud M up or down in the slot

D2 and then nmpping 1t into contact with

- the inside face of the front of the frame by

|\
ot

2
o

- making it in two pieces A, A*, one or both
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Carrangement

%crewmw the ﬂfmo nut or the hke E

threaded end of the stud M.
For the purpose of imparting Tig gidity to

‘the bridge piece or frame D When 11 . use,

when Sudl bridge or frame is pivoted, I may

“connect it by means of a detachable stay
rod, or rods running to the front, or to the
side or mdes of the “Tbase part A, a suitable
, tor the purpose con31st1n0' In
11001{1110 a rod D* to the front of the base

part. A and connecting 1t by a thumb screw

Dt to the top of the brldoe plece or frame D
~as shown 1n dotted Iines at Ifig. 1.

The base part may be made ad]ustable by

pieces hqwno a slot A% 1n 1t the two pleces
peing “secured together by means of a
threaded stud A2 Jassed through the slot

A® (or slots) by screwing a wing nut or the

B lilke A* on the stud A2,

45

The pressure rod I for pressmﬂ* down the

back or heel part of the boot or the like may
be forced down by hand, said rod being

. shown 1n certain of the 13 0111'@,8 provided with

50
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a cross bar or handle Kt for that purpose,

but such rod may be actuated by a hand

lever, and at Kig. 6 of the drawings I have

illustrated one way of so .;wtuatmo it, the

~rod being pinned to a leyer N which is ful-
crumed to an upright D mounted on the

base plate A. On the base plate at the end
opposite to that on which the upright D

is mounted are two uprights O with holes O*

in them, between which uprights the outer
~end of the lever N passes when pressed or
'- dmwn down, and such lever is secured by a |

Pin 02 p.;v-sgd thrmmh the holes O*
of the uprights O, over the lever, when the
pressure rod has been forced down suffi-

on the

078,286

in each

ciently to put the required pressure on the

back or heel portion of the boot or the like.
he seen from the foregoing de-

As will
scription, the essence of my invention con-

sists in the holding down of the toe portion
of the boot or the Tile | by a clip or projection =
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on a base piece engaging the toe portion of

-the sole of the boet or the like, and the forc-

1nge down of the baclk or heel portion by a
pressure rod suitably mounted and capable
of being set to exert pressure on the bfu::k or

heel porhon of the boot or the like inside by
any means suitable for the purpose, and I
would have it understood that T do not limit
myself to the modes of carrying my inven-

70_'
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tion 1nto effect hel‘embefare deseribed and

illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
as such modes are shown and descrlbed by

way of example only.

- Having thus described my mventmn What o
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-_ S

ters Patent 18—
1. In a shoe Stralohtener the combmatlon

80
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with a base for the shoe sole to Test on, of a
projection secured to the base and adapted -

jecting above the shoe, and

to engage with the toe portion of the shoe
sole, an upright secured to the base and pro- -
a. pressure rod-

90
connected to the upper part of the upright

and adapted to bear downwardly on the shoe -

heel mmside the shoe.

9. In a shoe straightener, the combination, .
. with a base for the “shoe sele to rest on, of a
projection secured to the base and admpted --

to engage with the toe portion of the shoe, a

05

f@laab]e upright pwotall N connected to the

- base and adapted to project above the shoe, -
and a pressure rod connected to the upper
part of the upright and adapted to bear

100 -

downwardly on .the shoe heel msuile the';.-_..

shoe. |
3. In a shoe Str qlnhtener the combmatmn .

with a base for the Shoe f-fole to rest on, of a

projection secured to the base and ada pted

105

to engage with the toe portion of the shoe -

sole, an uprwht secured to the base and pro-

jecting above the shoe, a pressure rod shid-
110

able vertically in the upper part ot the up-
right, and means for securing the smd rodi

to the upright.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my sig nature,f“‘

in presence of two witnesses. -

ALFRED RAYNE G‘REEN |
Witnesses:

WILLIAM REEV oS,

CIIARLES B, TA.YLOR
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