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To all whom +t may concern:

Be it known that I, Reupexn L. HExNsLEY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Terre Haute, in the county of Yigo and
State of IndLana ave mvented cer tain new
and useful Impmvements in Devices 1or
Fandling Cement Blocks, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

This invention relates to orapples or de-
vices for handling cement building blocks
and the invention consists of certain specific
novel features of construction hereinafter
tully described and claimed, and 1illustrated
in the accompanymg drawin, os, 1n which—

Figure 1 1s a side elevatlon ‘of the device
10 oljelatlve position; Fig. 2 1s a transverse
view partly i section on the line 2—2 of
g, 1.

Throughaut
on the several figures of the dr AWINGS S1mi-
lar parts are referred to by like reference
characters.

‘This device 1s intended for handling a
special form of building block having ver-
tical air cavities and also for hfmdhno other
articles such as well tubing, tiling, and the
like. The device includes an : arch- shaped rib
or cross bar 10 made 1n two parts 10" and
10”7, the adjacent ends of which are Pro-
vided with transverse holes adapted to reg-
ister and through which are passed bolts or
serews 11, where eby the breadth or length of
the cross bar may be varied according to the
various sizes of articles to be handled
cross bar 18 substantially rigid fmd forms
the main part ot the device. A pAIr of Jaws
12 are pivoted at 122 intermediate of their
ends to the lower ends of the cross bar mem-
bers 10" and 10”’. The lower ends of the
jaws terminate 1m hooks 13 adapted to ex-

tend outwardly from each other to engage

the building block at the shoulders formed
at the lower ends of the air spaces. The up-
per ends of the jaws are formed mto handles
14 which may extend therefrom at any de-
sired direction, shown as being extended
from each other substﬂntially parallel to the
hooks 18

Kach jaw in addition to the Iug 122 1s pm-—

1ded with a p‘ur of eyes 15 and 16. Hoist

ing chains 17 are connected to the eyes 15
to which is connected at their upper ends a
swivel 18 of well known construction so that

the device when carrying a block may be

swung about to any convenlent point for the

block.

he following description and

This

purpose of facﬂltatmg the placing of the
The upper ends of the jaws are
drawn normally toward the cross bar 10 by
means of a pair of springs 19 connected to
the eyes 16 and to the cross bar at 19’. By
virtue of these springs the grapple will not
readily disconnect itself from the block
when the chains 17 are slack. The builder
however by gmspinﬂ the handles 14 may
spread them apart against the tension of the

-springs so as to permit the hooks 13 to enter

the air spaces of the block and then upon
releasing said handles the grapple will be
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set 1n proper hoisting position by the

springs. As soon as the tube is applied and
the chains swiveled to hoist the block the
tension thereon will increase the grip of
the grapple upon the block by virtue of
the rigid nature of the cross bar 10.

| The device may be made of any suitable
materials and relative proportions and I
do not desire therefore to be limited to the
exact form shown herein.

I claim :—

1. The hereindescribed device for han-
dling building blocks comprising, in combi-
11.:1t1011, an "LI‘Ch-Sh&ped CTOSS bar a pair of
vertical jaws pivoted intermediate of their
ends to the lower ends of said cross bar, said
jaws terminating at their lower ends in op-
positely e*itendmo hooks, a pair of springs
connected to the upper portion of the cross
bar and to the upper portions of the jaws
tending to Il()l"ll’l‘lﬂ}f cause the hoolks to spread
apart, £, and hoisting connections connected to

-the upper ends of said 1 Jaws, substantially as

set forth.

2. In a grapple, the combination of an
arch-shaped cross bar a pair of jaws pivoted
intermediate of their end‘s to the lower ends
oi said cross bar, said jaws terminating at
their lower ends in oppositely extending
hooks and their upper ends being Formed
mto oppositely extending handles parallel
to said hooks, means ¢ connected to the upper
portions of the 1aws tending to normally
draw them toward the upper portlon of the
cross bar, and power connections including
a, swivel connected to said jaws.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

- REUBEN L. HENSLEY.

Witnesses:

W. O. DownNixg,
ArTHUR Z. THOMAS.
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