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JEROME J. MANCHESTER, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

POCKET MATCH-CASE.

996,386.  Specification of Letters Patent.  Patented Nov. 22, 1910.
- Application filed Decerber 6, 1909. Serial No. 531,574.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, JEroME J. MANCHES-
reR, of Indianapolis, county of Marion, and
State of Indiana, have invented a certam

new and useful Pocket Match-Case; and 1.

do hereby declare that the following 1s a
full, clear, and exact description thereof,

reference being had to the accompanying

drawings. |
The object of this invention is to improve
the construction of pocket or portable match

cases by way of rendering the same more

simple and plain in construction and form,
and to improve the ease of manipulating
and operating the same, with especial refer-

ence to its being held, manipulated and op-

erated by one hand. Other devices of a
somewhat similar character have been de-
vised where the device had to be held by one
hand and the match discharging means op-

however, that the device be held and oper-
ated by one hand, and the match be received
and struck for lighting by the other hand.

" One feature of the invention, therefore,
consists in providing a simple match dis-
charging slide in the lower part of the case,
and at the rear end or the end opposite the
discharge end, as matches should be dis-
charged outwardly away from the hand of
the person or persons holding the same.
The external means to be operated for actu-
ating said discharging means should be lo-
cated as near the other or forward end of
the case as possible. This is in order to en-
able the thumb of the hand that holds the
case to operate the external button or knob.
This can only be done by having the button
or knob near the forward end and also in the
side wall of the case, so that the hand which
operates it can grasp the major portion of
the case for holding it while the thumb 1s
operating the discharging means. There-
fore, an extension from the discharging

‘means within the casing runs to the external

button or operating means for connecting
the two and it also serves for guiding and

holding the discharging means. o

The nature of the invention will be under-
stood from the following description and
claim and the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of the case. Fig. 2 is an eleévation of
the right-hand end of the device as shown
in Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a central vertical sec-

~tion through the device reversed as com-

pared with the position shown in IFig. 1, so
that the left-hand end of Ifig. 3 1s the same
as the right-hand end of Fig. 1. Fig. 415 a
section similar to that shown in Fig. 3 with
‘matches inclosed and one of them being dis-
charged. _ | | _
A case 10 is provided and its sides and
ends are preferably integral and the holder
is rather flat, as shown in Fig. 2, so that 1t
is flat in appearance and convenient to
handle. At the right-hand end, as appear-
ing in Fig. 1, there is a discharge opening
11 for the matches located at the lower por-
tion of the end, as shown in Fig. 2. This
opening is also used for inserting matches.
Within the case there is a discharging
means 12 slidable longitudinally on the bot-
tom edge and between the two side walls of
the case. It has at its rear end an upward
extension 13 about equal to the diameter of a
match, which normally lies behind the
match, so that when the discharging means
is moved longitudinally of the case, the heel
portion 13 will push the match 14 out
through the opening 11, as shown in FKig. 4,
where the actuated position of said discharg-
ing means 1s indicated, while KFig. 3 1indi-
“cates the unoperated position. |
- There is a bar or guilding extension 15 se-
cured to or, as here shown, integral with the

gl

the case and toward the forward end there-
of, and on its forward end a button or knob
17 1is secured, the shank of said button or
knob extending through the slot 16 so as to
be slidable therein. Hence the discharging
means 12 and the connecting bar 15, which
are integral herein, are guided at their for-
ward end by the slot 16 and button 1T7.
There is also a guide 18 in the form of a
tongue punched through the side wall of
the case and overlapping the discharging
part 12 and the connecting bar 15 near their
juncture. Therefore, the discharging part
12 is guided not only between the side walls
| but also between the tongue 18 and the bot-
tom edge or wall of the case. -
~ In operation the discharging means nor-
mally rests in the position shown in Fig. 3,
and, therefore, the case can be readily filled
with matches through the hole 11 by invert-
ing the case until the matches are all In
place. Then by turning the device to the
position shown in Fig. 1 and holding 1t in

| the left hand with the thumb on the knob 17,
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90

8o

100

10d

110




48]

L2

the device can not only be held by the left

hand, but the discharging means operated
by the thumb of the left hand. When the

thumb pushes the knob 17 forwardly or to
the right, as shown in Fig. 1, it will move
the discharging means from the position

- shown in Fig. 3 to that shown in Fig. 4 and
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partially push a match out, when it is re-
moved to the right hand and struck either on
the roughened surface on the casing or else-
where. The thumb of the left hand imme-
chately withdraws or moves backwardly the
knob 17 so as to return the discharging
means to 1ts normal position, as shown in

Fig. 3, whereupon the lower mateh of the

series drops in front of the little extension
13 ready to be discharged, when the device

1S agaln operated.

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:
A match case provided with a clischarge
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opening through the lower part of one end
thereof, a substantially longitudinal slot in
the side wall of the case toward the end
thereof containing said opening, a discharg-
ing plate located within the case near the

end remote from said opening and slidable

upon the bottom edge and between the side

‘walls of the case and having an integral ex-

tension from its upper portion to and over
said slot, an external knob with its shank
extending through said slot and secured to

said extension, and a guide lug secured to

the wall of the case and overlapping said
discharging plate. . ._

In witness whereof, I have hereunto af-

fixed my signature in the presence of the
witnesses herein named.

JEROME J. MANCHESTER.

Witnesses: .
V. H. Locgwoop,
O. M. MclLaveHLIN,
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