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To all whom it may concern: _

Be 1t known that I, Aperaipe MEssSENGER,
a. citizen of the United States, residing at
St. Paul, in the county of Ramsey and State
of Minnesota, have invented a new and use-

ful Improvement in Bath-Tub Covers, of

~which the following is a specification.

My 1nvention relates to improvements in

~ bath tub covers.
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- 1nexpensive to manufacture.

920

The primary object of this invention is to
provide a device of its kind by the use of
which a steam, vapor or sweat bath can be

easily taken or administered in a bath tub.

Among further objects of my invention is
to provide a cover which can easily be kept
clean and sanitary, is capable of being fold-
ed into a small and compact

Heretofore it has been customary to em-
ploy a flexible cover made of rubber or can-
vas. This construction is objectionable be-

~ cause, rubber or canvas tends to sag and
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~elevation of a bath tub showing my
proved cover a portion of the tub being

drop in the water in the bath tub, does not

~close the top of the tub tight, and the cover

1s not easily dried thus making the use of

flexible material undesirable.

Another objection to the use of a flexible

cover 15 that a person taking a bath tends
to slip down 1n a tub and there is no way

provided by which the body can be held in-
clined back and substantially stationary.
My invention provides means for overcom-
ing this and the other objections above noted.

In the accompanying drawing forming
part of this specification Figure 1 is a side
1m-

broken away to more fully illustrate a detail
of my invention; Fig. 2 1s a plan of my in-
vention shown in place upon a bath tub a
portion of which is broken away for the pur-
pose of 1llustrating the manner in which the
cover 1s held laterally upon the tub, Fig. 8 is
another plan showing the sections of the
cover separable and mnot provided with
hinges as 1llustrated in Fig. 2. _

My invention comprises a rigid cover
made of thin metal or other suitable mate-
rial the outer edge of which is adapted to
rest upon and conform in outline with the
rim 2 of a bath tub D. The cover is pref-
erably made in a number of sections, three
being Hlustrated in the drawing as indicated

by the letters A, B and C. Any number of

parcel, and 1s

ters Patent 1s:—

section A, I term the body, the section B the
toot piece and the section C the head piece.

The edge of each section is turned under all
~around as 1illustrated by dotted lines at 9

for the purpose of forming a smooth rounded 60

| edge and reinforcing the strength of each

section. The meeting edges of each pair of
adjolning sections are secured together by
hinges 8 so that the foot and head pieces can
be swung over on top of the body A. Across
the body and secured to its lower surface by
means of rivets 4 are transverse T rails 5
and 6 which also reinforce the strength of
the body A. The ends of these reinforecin;
members slip down between the side walls
of the bath tub D and serve to hold the cover
laterally 1 position and thus assist in clos-
ing the top of the tub. The head piece C
1s formed with a neck opening K in its outer
extremity so that the body of the person

65

70

19

taking a bath can be held in backwardly in-

clining position covered in the bath tub
while the head projects through said neck
opening at or near thé slanting end 8 of the
tub. The transverse reinforcing member 5

on the lower surface of the body A, can be
orasped by the hands of the person in the tub

and the body thus steadied and prevented
from slipping down into the tub. The cover
also 1s maintained in position on the rim of
the tub by holding the member 5.

In the construction illustrated in Fig. 3
the sections A, B and C are shown sepa-
rated, the hinges being omitted.

In accordance with the patent statutes I
have described the principles of operation
of my invention together with apparatus
which I now consider to represent the best
embodiment thereof but I desire to have 1t
understood that the construction shown 1s
only illustrative and that the invention can
be carried out by other means and applied
to uses other than those above set forth
within the scope of the following claim.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to protect by Let-

A bath tub cover, comprising, three cover
plates, one a body section, another a foot
section and the remainder a head section,
sald sections lylng in a horizontal plane, the
outer edges thereof coinciding substantially
with and resting upon the rim of the tub,
sald head section having its outer edge

sections may be provided as desired. The | formed with a neck opening and said body
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-_Sectlon being provided with a reinforcing
transverse strip on its lower surface, the |
ends of said strip passing between the inner

walls of said bath tub and serving to prevent

lateral displacement of said body section

and said head and foot sections, said head |

and foot sections being hinged to said body
| sectlon and adapted to fold over the same.
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' In testlmony Whereof I have signed my

name to this spemﬁca,tlon in the presence 19

of two subscrlbmg witnesses.
- ADELAIDE MESSENGER

Wltnesses
H. L. KiscHER,

F. G. BRADBURY'
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