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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Tromas 1. Luupwie,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Jackson, in the county of Jackson and State
of Michigan, have invented a new and use-
ful Corn-Husker, (Case C,) of which the
following 1s a specification. _

This invention relates to corn huskers
and 1s more especially designed as an 1m-
provement upon the structure set forth in
my applications for U. S. Letters Patent
filed on June 11, 1909, Serial No. 501,625,
and on August 28, 1909, Serial No. 515,069.

In the structures of this type heretofore
devised, the wrist straps and thumb engag-
ing thongs have been subjected, to-an ob-
Jectionable extent, to the abrasive action of
the husk, this being due to the fact that said

straps have been extended over the metal
Moreover, as a re-

portions of the husker.
sult of use, the straps have had a tendency
to work down into the hook portion of the
husker and thus not only interfere with the
husking operation, but also become sub-
jected to excessive wear. '

One of the objects of the present inven-
tion 1s to provide a husker having means
whereby the straps are prevented from
working down into the hooks.

Another object 1s to provide a husker
which constantly presents a broad metallic
bearing surface to the husks while engaged
by the hook. '

A still further object 1s to provide a
husker having a shield or protector for the
straps so as to prevent excessive wear there-
on by the husks. _ -

With these and other objects 1n view th
invention consists in certain novel details
ol construction and combinations of parts
hereinafter more fully described and point-
ed out 1n the claims. -

In the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred forms of the invention have been
shown. |

In sa1d drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of one form of husker embodying the
present 1mprovements. Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the metallic portion thereof. Fig.
3 1s a perspective view of another form of
husker. Iigs. 4 and 5 are perspective views
of other forms of huskers.

w

in g, 5. Fig. 7 1s a perspective view of a

_ Fig. 6 1s a trans-’
verse section through the guard plate shown

- husker utilizing a metal plate instead of the

loop disclosed in the other forms of the
device. I'ig. 8 is a perspective view of an-
other form of husker in which a guard plate

1s provided. Fig. 9 is a perspective view of

a husker the metal parts of which are
tormed of plates suitably shaped. Fig. 10
1s a bottom plan view of the metallic por-
tion of the husker shown in Fig. 9. Fig. 11
1s a perspective view of another form of
husker 1in which a plate is used in lieu of a
wire loop. Fig. 12 is a perspective view of
a husker 1mm which the hook constitutes an
integral part of a bearing plate combined
with a wire structure. Kig. 13 is a per-
spective view of another form of husker.
Fig. 14 1s a side elevation of the metal por-
tion thereof. Fig. 15 is a perspective view
of a still further modification, and Fig. 16
1s a top plan view of the metal portion of
the device shown in Ifig. 15. o
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By referring to all the various forms of

huskers shown 1t will be noted that every

one of them presents a broad metallic bear-

ing surface to the husks engaged by the
hooks and 1t will be noted aiso that these
metallic bearing portions constitute means

for preventing the various straps from

crowding 1nto the hook and thus interfering
with the operation of the device. It will be
noted too that in the structure shown in
Iigs. 1 to 10 inclusive the bearing members
also constitute shields for protecting the
straps from the abrasive action of the husks.
Referring particularly to these last men-
tioned figures and more especially to Figs.
1 and 2 1t will be seen that the body of the
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husker 1s formed in a single length of stiff

wire or the like bent to form a laterally
extending, rearwardly inclined eye 1. An
elongated U-shaped loon or member 2 merges
into the eye and is formed by one terminal
portion of the length of wire, the other
terminal portion of said length being bent
to form a stripping element 3 which is lo-
cated within the loop 2 and terminates in a

95

100

hook which bears against the crown portion

of the loop 2. The free terminal of the loop
end of the wire 1s bent upwardly into a
hook and constitutes a keeper 4 which extends
through and bears against the eye or body

105

of the husker as indicated at 5 and bears at

1ts end 6 upon the stripping element 3.
A wrist strap 7 extends under one end



- 65

- 10

£2

portion of the eye 1 thence over the loop 2

and through the keeper or guard 4, this strap

being engaged by a thumb thong 8 which 1s
secured at one end to the wrist strap and 1s

threaded through the eye 1 as indicated at
9 and thence through a slit 10 formed within
the wrist strap.
tended through the hooked ends of a con-
necting wire 11 passing under the crown
portion of the loop 2, thence threaded

through the wrist strap 7 and around one

- end portion of the eye 1 as indicated at 12,

15

20

the said thong thus constituting means not
only for engagement by the thumb of the hand
in which the husker is arranged but also
constituting means for securely fastening
the wrist strap to the metal portion ot the
husker. Openings 14 are formed 1in one
end portion of the wrist strap for the recep-
tion of the tongue of a buckle 15 located at

‘the other end thereof and whereby sald wrist

- strap can be adjustably secured to the wrist
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after the thumb has been inserted into the

loop formed by the thong 8. It will be
noted in connection with the structure shown
in Fig. 1 that the hook 4 extends over that
portion of the wrist strap passing over the
Joop 2 and thus serves as a guard to prevent

the husk from wearing the said strap to an

excessive extent. ) |

" The husker shown in Fig. 3 is similar to
that heretofore described with the exception
that the loop 15 is twisted at an intermediate
point so as to cause the side portions thereot
to cross as indicated at 17, this crossed por-

tion eonstituting a bearing for the hooked

part of the husker. An eye 18 is thus formed
by the free end of the loop and through
which the thumb thong 8 passes.
keeper 19 in this form however 1s not ex-
tended through the eye 1 as in Fig. 1 but,
instead, is formed by bending the wire upon

~ itself and having the bend in contact with
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as made up

the eye as indicated at 5 while the terminal
of the said keeper or guard bears on the
husking element 3 as indicated at 6. The
strap 7 of course extends over the loop and
husking element and under the guard or
keeper 19. ' S '

In the two forms of device heretofore de-
seribed, the guard or keeper has been shown

As shown in Fig. 4 however the wrist strap

7 may be wrapped around the loop as indi-

cated at 84 and this wrapped portion of the

‘strap can be engaged by a guard wire 20

having terminal hooks 21. engaging the
wrapped portion of the wrist strap and also

having an intermediate U-shaped portion
99 extending under the husking element 3,

- those portions of the wire between the U-

shaped portion and the hooks being extend-

-ed over the wrist strap as clearly indicated.
" The looped portions of the strap are thus not
only held properly together under all con- ! straps.

This thong 1s then ex--

The

of an integral part of the loop.

975,143

ditions but are fully prot-ectéd against the

abrading action of the husks. It will be

noted in connection with the structure shown

in Fig. 4 that the thong 8 is not extended

‘through a slit in the wrist strap as shown

70

in Figs. 1 and 3 but 1s 1nstead threaded .

through the eye 1 and over the wrist strap.

Instead of forming the shields or guards

of wire, plates can be utilized as shown 1n

TFigs. 5, 7 and 8. In the structure shown

75

Fig. 5 the strap and thong are looped about

the metal portion of the husker in the same

manner as disclosed in Fig. 4 but that por-

tion of the wrist strap which is wrapped

about the loop 23 is located beneath a guard

plate 24 one edge portion of which 1s pro-
vided with a tongue 25 extending into the
looped wrist strap while the other end por-

tion extends downwardly into the eye 1 as

provided with a slot 26
extends.

shown at 27 and is
through which the wrist strap

80

89

In Iig. 8 the eye 1 is shown without the '

loop shown at 2 in Fig. 1 and 23 1n K1g. &

and, instead, said eye is provided with a
stem or husking element 28 on which rests

a guard plate 29 provided with a rolled por-

tion 30 at one end in which a portion of the
eye 1 is located, this rolled portion being
indicated at 30. An opening 31 1s formed
within the plate near its other end and the

hooked portion of the husking element ex-

that the wrist strap and thoug extend under
this guard plate so that they are fully pro-

tected against the action of the husks.

Instead of entirely dispensing with the
Joop, a loop 16 of the type shown in Ifig. 3

may be employed and a narrow guard plate

32 may be located above the straps and the
loop, said plate gradually tapering toward
one end and being provided with an open-

ing 33 in the small end thereot for the re-
ception of the husking element while an
| opening 34’ is formed in the other end por-

tion thereof for the reception of the thong

tends through this opening. It will be noted

-
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3 which is threaded through the wrist strap.

~ Another form of husker in which the
straps are fully protected from the husks
has been shown in Figs. 9 and 10. This = -

husker consists of a metal plate 41 having
side flanges 42 and one end portion of the

plate is bent downwardly as at 43 while a
transverse slot 44 is formed within the
plate. A plate 60

other end portion of the

is fitted upon the bottom face of the plate
41 and between the flanges thereon, this

plate being provided with a Jongitudinally
extending V-shaped slot 54 formed by strik-
ing therefrom a pointed prong 45 the said
prong being hook shaped and extended

115

120

125

through the slot 44. Registering slots 48
are formed within the two plates 41 and 60

‘at the off-set ends 43 thereof, and are de-
signed to receive certain of the attaching
‘Slots 47 are also f_form-ed- in the :
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} extendmcr therefrom
Toops or eyes 84, the two arms 82 being Theld
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plate 60 at opposlte sides of the plate 54 and |

additional slots 51 are formed in the small
end of the said plate 60. In this structure

the wrist strap is formed of two parts num-

bered 46 and 53 respectively, the strap 53
being looped through one set of slots 48 and
secured by threading one end portion of a
thong 61 therethrough as Indicated at 52,
the said thong passing through openings 49
within the strap 53. Certain of these open-
ings are also utilized for engagement by the
toncrue of a buckle 74 connected to the other
sect1on 46 of the wrist strap, this section be-
ing extended under the plate 41 and being
looped through the slots 47 the loop formed
by the strap section 46 bemﬂ* held together
by the thong 61 which is threaded through
the wrist strap and also through one of the
pair of registering slots 48, said thong be-

ing passed throuO*h the end portions of a |

pad 50 and also through the slot 51 so as

to hold the pad properly assembled with the

metal portion of the husker. As shown by
dotted lines in Fig. 9 one end of the thong
is extended to the buckle end of the strap
section 46 and there secured.

The various forms of huskers heretofore
described all utilize metallic guards for pro-
tecting the straps where they extend over
the husking element and they also present
broad metallic bearing surfaces for the
husks and at. the same time prevent the
straps from working along the husking ele-
ment and 1nto the hooked end portions

thereof. |
In Figs. 11 to 16 inclusive other forms of

huskers have been shown wherein metallic

bearings are provided for the husks and con-
stitute means for holding the straps against

movement along the huskmo element. For
example, in I‘lg 11 a plate 40 has been
shown, the same being similar to the

husker, there being a stem 38 projecting

from the eye and under the plate and termi-
The wrist.

nating in a husking hook 39
strap 69 is wrapped “about this plate 40 and
extended through the eye 37, 1t being held
in place by the thong 76 which is secured at
one end to the wrist strap and adjacent the
buckle 74 the other end of the thoncr being

threaded through openings 72 in the wrist -
and about the eye 37 as shown at

strap

79 and 80.
In Kig. 12 the eye 83 has parallel arms 82
and terminating in

together by a wear plate 35 which extends
prrtl around them and has an integral
husking hook 36 at one end. The thono 5
1S threeded through the eyes 84 in this stric-

ture, but In
of the wrist strap and thon_o* is similar to

that disclosed in Fig. 11,

plate -
29 heretofore desorlbed and having a rolled |
end portion engagmg the eye 37 of the

other respects the erranwement_

ey

In the form of husker shown in Fig. 13
the elongated eye 62 has an integral 100p 61
e‘rtendmo therefrom, said loop bemrr formed
by one terminal of the wire oonstltutmfr the
eve, while the other terminal of said wire
extends into the loop and forms a husking
clement 63 the hooked portion of whlch
bears upon the crown portion of the loop 61.
One side of said loop 61 is extended across
the husking element 63 and looped about
said element and the other side of the loop

as shown at 64 so as to pro]ect beyond the,

plane occupied by the wrist strap 76 which
1s wrapped about the loop and husking
eclement at a point between 100p 64 and eye
62. A connecting wire 65 1s extended under
the loop 61 and Thas an intermediate bowed
portion which projects over the husking ele-
ment 3 as shown at 66. This bowed portion
projects through a cushion 68 and the ter-
minals of the connecting wire form hooks 67
through which the thonO* 75 extends, this
thono also passing under the cushion 68.
A wire 81 may be secured to one of the hooks
67 and provided with an eye through which
the thono 75 may extend, this wire serving

to hold the thumb receiving loop formed by _

the thong, normally open so as to readily re-
ceive the thumb. A buckle 78 may also be
utilized adjacent the eye 62, this buckle
being provided with Opemngs through
which the thong 75 and the wrist strap 69
may be threaded said “thong being also
passed through the wrist strap and around
the eye as shown at 79 and through openings
formed in that portion of the wrist strap
located within the eye 62 as shown at 80.

By extending the guard loop 64 transversely
about the loop 61 “and the huskmcr element,
it will be seen that the wrapped portlon of
the wrist strap 69 is prevented from sliding
into the hooked portion of the husking ele-
ment and is at the same time proteoted to a
ooneldel able extent from the wearing actlon

O.I_ the husks.
In Figs. 15 and 16 a husker has been

shown formed of a length of stiff wire or
the like having perallel arms 82 extending
from an eye 83 and terminating in eyes 84

| The huslrmcr element 85 1s formed of a

1e11o'th of wire extended between the arms
392 and wrapped there around a desired num-
ber of times, the said wire being enlarged at
one end as shown at 86 and rovlded with
an opening through which one of the arms

82 extends, the flattened wrapped portion of

the wire bemcr indicated at 87.
The end 86 can, if desired, be formed by
bending the end of the wire around the arm

32.

Tn this construction the wrist strap 69

70
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80
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90

95

100
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is wrapped about the arms 22 as indicated

at 70 and the thong 85 1s threaded through
the eyes 84 but 1s, otherwwe arranged 1n the

same manner as shown 1n FlO'S 4 and 8.
It will be seen that in the forms of huskers

130



shown in Figs. 11 to 16 inclusive, the
wrapped portions of the wrist straps are pre-
vented from sliding into the hooked por-
tions of the husking element, this being espe-
cially true in the forms shown in Figs. 13
and 15. In the constructions disclosed in
Figs. 11 and 12 the straps contact with exten-
- sive surfaces and the friction resulting there-
from results in the reduction of the slipping
action of the straps and a lessening of the
‘tendency thereof to pass into the hooked
portions of the husking elements. In all ot
" the devices shown, however broad bearing
surfaces are presented to the husks and the
life of the device is thus considerably pro-
longed. IR -
Various other changes than those disclosed
~can of course be made without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing-any of the ad-
vantages of this invention. - = '
- What is claimed 1s:— _

1. A corn husker including a husking ele-
ment, a hook extending therefrom, an at-
taching strap engaging said element and a
strap protecting wear device adjacent the
strap and extending between said element
and the end of the hook. -~ - -

2. A corn husker including a husking ele--
ment having a hook upstanding theretrom,
an attaching strap, a thong threaded through
the strap for attaching the husker thereto,
and a strap protecting wear device extend-
 ing between said element and the end of the
- hook. _ | S | | |
35 3. A husker including a husking element
having a hook, flexible attaching means con-
nected to the husker, and a wear device for
protecting said means, sald device extend-
1ng between the element and the end of the
hook and constituting means for preventing
’}clhe l.z{lttaching means from crowding into the

00K, |
4. A husker including a husking element
having a hook at one end, a wear device
bearing downwardly on said element and

20

29

30

40

45

‘below the end of the hook, and flexible at- |

taching means, said wear device constituting
means for holding the attaching means
against movement into the hook.
5. A husker including an eye, an element
- extending therefrom, a member having a
~hook outstanding from said element, attach-
ing means engaging sald element and a wear
device upon said element for holding the
attaching means agalnst movement into the
hook. - . '
6. A husker including an eye, an element
~ extending therefrom, a member having a
hook- outstanding from said element, attach-
ing means threaded through the eye and se-
cured thereto, and a wear device upon said
- element for holding the attaching means.
against movement into the hook.
7. A husker including an eye having an
6% element extending therefrom, a husking

00
35

- 60

threaded through the eye.

tending: through the eye, and a strap
‘tecting wear device on said element and be-

Ay

“hook outstanding from said element, attach-
ing means extending across said element and

threaded through the eye, and a wear de-
vice engaging said element and extending
between said elements and the end of the %o
hook, said wear device constituting means

for holding the attaching means against

movement into the hook. o
- 8. A corn husker including an eye, an ele-

ment extending therefrom, a husking hook 75

outstanding from said element, a wear de-

vice extending between said element and the
end of the hook, and a flexible attaching de-
vice wrapped about the said element and en-

caging the wear device, said means being 80

9. A corn husker including an eye, an el_e-.'

‘ment extending therefrom, a husking hook

outstanding from said element, a flexible at-
taching device engaging said element, means
for securing said device to the eye, and a
combined guard and wear device extending

85

“over the attaching device and said element. '

- 10. A corn husker including an eye, an

element extending -therefrom, a husking 90 o

hook outstanding from said element, an at-

taching strap engaging said element and ex-
' pro-
tween the element and the point of the hook, 95
said hook being extended toward the eye and
overhanging the wear device. -

- 11. A husking hook including an eye, an

element extending therefrom, a hook out-
standing from said element, an attaching 100

strap extending over and engaging said ele-

ment, and a combined wear device and guard
secured to sald element and extending over
the strap, said device constituting means for
preventing the strap from moving into the 105

hook. S |

12. A corn husker including an eye hav-
ing an integral loop extending thereirom, a
hooked element within and extending from -
the loop, a flexible attaching device connect- 110
ed to the loop and a combined guard and
wear device extending over the connecting
device and attached to the loop. ) o

13. A corn husker including an eye hav-

‘ing an integral loop extending therefrom, a 11% -

hooked element within the loop and out-

standing therefrom, a strap extending across

the loop, and a wear device. extending over
that portion of the strap located upon the

loop, said wear device constituting means for 120
holding the strap out of the hook. 5
{ 14. A corn husker including an eye hav-

ing an elongated loop extending therefrom,

an attaching strap threaded through the eye’

and across the loop, a hooked element with- 125

in the loop and outstanding therefrom, and-

a wear device engaging that portion of the

strap extending across the loop.

~15. A ~corn. husker including an eye, an

elongated ‘loop extending  therefrom, a 130
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hooked element within and outstanding | my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
from theh lolop, anddan at-taghing strap en(i in the presence of two witnesses.
oaging the loop, and a combined wear an -
holdiz:;gg devicep’integral with the loop and - THOMAS L LUDWIG.
5 extending over that portion of the strap Witnesses: |
upon the loop: C. E. Dovik,
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as C. E. PREINKERT.
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