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- To all whom it may concern:

10

Be it known that I, Wirriam H. BISWELL

g citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Fayette, 1n the county of Howard and State
of Mlssoml have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Coﬂ'm-Melds, of
~which the following 1s a specification. '

This invention relates to molds, and more
particularly to molds for burial caskets and
has for its object to provide a means for

~ forming a reinforced concrete structure of
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this kind.

A further object is to prowde a novel
method of forming a rabbet in a casket nto
which a casket top may be set.

In prior devices of this kind, while 1t has
been customary to reinforce the casket by
means of metal embedded therem in va-

‘rious ways, the method of arrangement of

the reinforcing material has not been efli-
cient 1n securing widely separated portions

of the structure in secure rigid relation or
In some of the dewces longi-

connection.
tudinally extending reinforcing members

are embedded in the casket, while in others,
- transversely disposed tie means are ut111zed
A casket might easily break in half with the
use of the latter means, while the bottom or

large portions of the sides might become
detached in the use of the former method.

It 1s therefore an object of the present in-

vention to provide a reinforcement consist-
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ing of an integral receptacle of interlaced

metal secure against disruption 1n 1tself,
all parts of a casket molded there—}

whereby
upon will be held firmly in connection.
Other objects and advantages will be ap-

parent from the following description, and
1t will be understood that changes in the

specific structure shown and described may

be made within the scope of the claim with-
out departing from the spirit of the inven--

~ tion.

45

-~ top removed, Fig. 38 1s a longitudinal sec-
tional view, HFig. 4 1s a cross sectional

- 50

“means for the exterior mold, Fig.

55

In the drawings: Figure 1 1S a side view
of the device, Fig. 2 is a top view with the

view, with the rabbet section removed,
and the form filled to 1ts first stage Wlth

plastic material, Fig. 5 1s a similar wew
showing the rabbet section in place, Fig.

is a detail section showing the fa,stemng

lar detail showing the fa,stenmﬂ's from the
interior of the device, Fig. 8 is a slmﬂar view
of the fastening means for the rabbet sec-

718 a sim1-

[

—

tion, Fig. 9 represents a burial casket partly
in Sectlon |

Referring to the drawmgs, there 1S shown
a mold comprising an exterior section A and
interior section BB of similar shape, but of
smaller size and spaced inwardly of the ex-
tertor section on all sides and the bottom,
and having its upper edge spaced below
that of the exterior section; and a rabbet
section C set detachably upon the interior
section, and projecting laterally outward

thereof a spaced distance, its outermost por-
tions bemg spaced from the inner sur ace

of the exterior section, as shown. -

‘The section A comprises simply a ree-
tangular box open at the top, the sides 10

and ends 11 of which are detaeh&ble irom
The bottom is pro-

the bottom, as shown.
vided with longitudinally spaced mortises

13, along its side edges, and the sides are

proy ided with a plurality of pendent tenons

14 adapted for snug insertion in the mor-
tises. The ends of the sides 10 are provided
with = longitudinally projected vertically

spaced keeper lugs 15, and the ends are pro-
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vided with similarly spaced hook members

secured on their outer sides and projecting

horizontally over the trunnion members, and
adapted to engage downwardly thereover as
the side 1s presented between the end mem-

bers and moved downwardly. The keeper
lugs 15 are provided with notches arranged

to engage the bight portion of the hooks to
prevent, outward movement of the sides at
such engagement, and 1t will be seen that

the sides and ends are codperative for mu-

tual support.

The 1nner section B compmses a bottoin
portion 17, end members 18 hinged thereto

| and of a width slightly less than that of the

bottom, and side members formed of sec-

tions 19 and 20 respectively, hinged cen-
| trally of the sides, as shown.

The opp051te
Ver tlcal edge portlons of the end members
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18 are transversely curved as at 21, and the
adjacent end portions of the sections 19 and

20 are provided with curvate recesses 22 In
their end inner side
engage snugly _a,nd slidably against the
curved surface 21. The side sections are

hinged at their abutting portions for inward

movement, and 1t will be seen that as they
are pwotally moved with respect to each
other, their extremities will be drawn in-
Wardly and owing to the curved formation

portions arranged to
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of the edges of the end members 18 and the -
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recesses 22, there will be no tendency for | rected upwardly and then outwardly to pro-

the outer ends of the side members to dis-
tend a structure formed therearound. The
arc of the curvature of the contacting por-
tions of the end members and side members
should pretferably be concentric with a poiut
spaced outwardly of the end members 18, to
further minimize the liability of fracture.
Secured upon the inner faces of the end
members 18, upon opposite sides adjacent
vertical edges and disposed 1n vertically
spaced pairs as shown,—though their num-
ber may be increased as desired—are the
lock blocks 25, comprising segmental cast-
ings having plane portions 26 disposed
agamst the end members and having curved
outer surfaces 27 of an arc coincident with
that of the adjacent vertical edge portions
21 of the members 18, and adapted to forn:
a continuation thereof when presented flush
with said edge. Formed in the curved sur-
faces, there are horizontally extending sock-
ets 28 extending only over a portion of the
length of the block, forming a shoulder 29
a sp‘wed distance from the plane of the 1n-
ner surface of the side members, and open-
ing through the curvate surface of the
blocks upon their inner sides. Carried upon
the adjacent end portions of the side mem-
bers, there are bayonet lugs 30, secured upon
the inner surface of the end members, and
having a projecting bill portion 31 disposed
1n SPaced relation with the end members
and adapted to project snugly into the in-
ner ends of the recesses 28 when the side
members are 1n extended position. Ifolding
action of the side members will withdraw
the bayonet pins from the sockets as will be
readily understood. When 1n extended po-
sition and engaged with the end members 18
properly a central brace bar 32 1s inserted
centrally between the side members, by
which they are held securely 1n extended po-
sition. If desired, suitable check blocks 33
may be secured to certain of the sections and
adapted to project over the inner surface of
the opposite section whereby their disten-
tion beyond a common phne will be pre-
vented.

It will be seen that when the hinged ends
are moved upwardly and the side portions
engaged therewith as above described car-
ried by the respective side sections, and lo-
cated adjacent their outer extremities, there
are L-shaped hook members 35 secured
upon thelr inner surfaces and having in-
wardly projecting bills disposed slightly
above their inner edges. These devices are
intended for the support of the inner mold
section B within the outer section in
proper spaced relation therewith, and
in the accomplishment of this a crank
hanger 36 1s utilized having a central por-
tion adapted to be engaged beneath the

vide trunnions 37 arranged to rest upon the
upper edges of the outer section, as shown.
"There is used in connection with this de-
vice a sultable rabbet forming section C
which comprises the horizontal portion 38
in the form of a rectangular frame adapted

to snugly encircle the upper edge of the 1n-
ner mold section, and a vertical wall portion
39 extending vertically from the outer edge
of the portion 38, as shown. This rabbet

~member 1s formed in two L-shaped sections,
one extremity of the short arm of one sec-
tion being detachably engaged with the long

arm of the opposite section by smtable fas-
tening means, as shown.
Sus sended bhetween the outer and mnel
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mold sectlons there 1s a structurally in-

tegral basket reinfor cing member I, and be-
ing formed of a plumhty of 101101tud111‘111y
e\tendmo wires 40, having their opposite
end portions turned upwardly to form end

supports, and transversely extending wire

members 41, having their end portions
similarly turned up to form side ve-
talning portions; and intermeshed and

properly secured to these, there are a plu-
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rality of horizontal encircling wires 42, the

holes forming a very firmly constructed de-
vice. The 1011011:11(1111*11 and transverse mem-
bers 40 and 41 are properly secured at their
intersection on the bottom of the basket
member, and if desired an additional num-
ber of filling wires may be engaged between
these, as 1llustrated at 43.

Certain of the transverse members 41 have
their end portions extended upwardly above
the basket member as shown at 44, these
portions being engaged around the cranlk
portion 36 of the quppm ting member 35,
outwardly of the inner section B, as shown
at 45. In this manner the basket is firmly
supported intermediately of the two mold
sections while suitable plastic material is in-
troduced therein.

In the use of the device, various methods
may be pursued, but the preiemble order of
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operation consists in first assembling the

exterior mold as described, mtroducmo a
sufficient quantity of plastlc: material there-
into to support the basket at the proper
height, after which a further quantity of

the basket to a proper depth to contact with
the bottom of the interior section B when
properly supported within the exterior
mold, after which the crank member 35 1s
engaged beneath the hook members carried
upon the sides of the inner section, the
keeper lugs being used as handles for the
support of the section and its adjustment in
place. The upwardly projecting portions
44 of the transverse wires are
around the shank portion 36, whereby the

hooks, immediately adjacent which it is di- « device will be kept from smkmc» in the

the plastic i1s disposed over the bottom of
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then secured
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plastic already disposed in the mold, as well
as being held against lateral displacement.
Of course, 1f a very thin plastic 1s utilized,
the basket and inner section may be secured
i place before the introduction of the plas-
tic, as a thin grouting would very readily
flow around and fill 1n all spaces between

‘the mold elements. After adjustment of the
- basket and the interior mold, the plastic is

introduced in a quantity to bring it to a
level with the upper edge of the inner sec-

- tion, after which the wires 44 are detached

15

from the crank member 37 and bent later-
ally, after which the rabbet sections will be
disposed 1n place upon the inner section and

- the mtroduction of plastic continued, in the

20

space between the rabbet member and the
upper edge portion of the outer section A.

When the plastic has become properly set,
first the rabbet section and then the inner
section B are removed, after which the

~outer section may be folded downwardly

N
)

from around the casket which may then be
removed 1n any sultable manner to its
proper place for storage or use.

On account of the great weight of this

~ casket, 1t might not be convenient to handle

30

1t 1n the manner customary with wooden
caskets of the present day, and therefore I

have provided a lightly constructed device
comprising a wire framework 50 of suitable
strength covered with suitable upholstery

51, of any suitable character and which may

or may not be provided with the cover 52,

el

as shown. This supplementary casket is

adapted to be set in the previously described

container, and inclosed beneath the usual

lid as deseribed.

What 1s claimed 1s:

In a device of the class described, the com-
bination with a bottom and end members

connected therewith, said end members hav-
‘Ing transversely curvate vertical edges and

centrally hinged side members adapted for

inward folding movement at their centers,

said side members having transversely cur-

vate vertically disposed recesses adjacent

their extremities and upon their inner sides,
segmental blocks secured to the inner faces

of the end members, and having curvate
inner surfaces adapted to form a continua-

tion of the curved edge portions of the end
members and provided with horizontal re-

‘cesses extending inwardly of the end mem-

bers, and ending outwardly in a shoulder
spaced Ifrom the surface of the side mem-

bers, and longitudinally projecting mem-

bers carried by the side members and adapt-
ed to project into the recesses of the blocks
when 1n extended position, said members
being adapted to coact as and for the pur-
pose described. ' |

In testimony whereof I affix my'signa,ture,. '

1In. presence of two witnesses. - _
' WILLIAM H. BISWELL.
Witnesses: -

C. C. DimmiNTT, -
L. E. Browm.
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