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To all whom vt may concern.:

Be it known that I, Aveust A. RICKERT,

Erie, in the county of Erie and State ot
Pennsylvania, have invented new and use-
ful Improvementsin Can-Sealing Devices, o1
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to can sealing de-

vices, and consists in certain improvements
in the construction thereof as will be herein-

after fully described and pointed out in the
claims. S |
Where Mason fruit cans are used as com-

‘monly constructed they are provided with

a metal cap having screw threads which are
adapted to fit on a screw threaded neck of
the can, and seat on a rubber washer or gas-
ket. As commonly used these tops must be
screwed on very tightly, so as to take out of
the sealing edge of the cover any imperfec-
tions there may be, so that all air may be
excluded. The purpose of this invention 1s

to provide a means by which said cover may
be smoothed out or made uniform, so that

very little pressure is required to make a
perfect closure on the gasket or washer.
The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings as follows:
Figure 1 shows a side elevation of a fruit
can with a cover and a device thereon, the

same being partly in section to better show

construction. Fig. 2 1s a plan view of the
device. TFig. 8 1s a side elevation of the

sealing device.
A marks the can; B the cover and C the

oasket or rubber washer. A pivot post K 1s

secured in an anchor piece K, the anchor
piece having the lugs f for engaging the

 sides of the cover. A clamp jaw G 1s eccen-
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trically pivoted at J on the anchor piece

and provided with a lug ¢ for engaging the

side of the cover. The clamping jaw has
the finger piece ¢’, by means of which 1t may
be grasped to turn the lug . The anchor
piece is placed on the cover, and the clamp
jaw G is swung on its pivot thus bringing
the lug ¢ into engagement with the side of
the cover by reason of the eccentric pivot of

~ the jaw. '
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An arm K is pivotally mounted on the
pivot pin or post E, the arm having an
clongated opening K’ through which the
post extends. A lug %&£ extending down-
wardly from the arm is so positioned with

relation to the _pivot_, that when the anchor |

piece is in place it is just outside of the
cover. A smoothing wheel H i1s also prei-
erably used and pivoted on the lug % by
means of a pin I. A handle D extends from
the arm K to facilitate the operation of the
smoothing roller. D

In operation, the anchor piece 1s clamped
to position as above described, and the
handle is grasped and pressure exerted on

the wheel H. As the wheel H passes over

the edge of the cover, it smooths out any

bent portion there may be, and thus effects '

a perfect seal. In this way a perfect seal
may be accomplished with very little pres-
sure on the roller, so that the cover may be
readily put in place and also readily re-
moved. It will of course be understood, I
prefer the use of the wheel, because 1t does
away with any side friction.

It will be observed, that the pin E en-
gages the arm K loosely, so that the arm may
have some vertical movement. It will also
be observed, that the slot K’ permits of a
radial movement of the arm, so as to accom-
modate the device to variations in the sizes ot
the covers. This also permits of the roller
being crowded in or out as 1t 1s manipulated
to take care of any eccentricity in the shape
of the cover. '

- What I claim as new is:

1. In a can sealing device, the combina-
tion of an anchor; lugs on the anchor; a
clamp jaw eccentrically mounted on the
anchor for clamping the anchor on a cover
by radial pressure; and a smoothing roller
mounted concentric with the cover and

adapted to be swung on the pivot through-
‘out the circumference of the cover with pres-

sure on the edge of the can cover.

2. In a can sealing device, the combina-
tion of an anchor; means for locking the
anchor on the top of the can cover; a
smoothing roller mounted to freely swing on
the anchor with free radial play on the
pivot, and adapted to be swung on the pivot
with pressure in an axial direction on the
upper side along the outer edge of a can
Cover. . B '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribin
witnesses. -

AUGUST A. RICKERT.

Witnesses:
- Warson R. BANISTER,
K. R. Kaxe.
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