-

- J, 8. CUSHMAN.,
MOISTENER, |
_APPLICATION FILED FEB, 19, 1909, -

‘Patented Oct. 25, 1910,

2 SEEETS-SHEET 1.

- Tyt

. 76 27 76 7¥ , ‘
y e
N s Gl \
' / 70 [ i ’ﬁﬁyﬁ' ”
' - ' A N\ oz
7 o =7 '* -{
| I 77 | '

L, THE NORRIS PETERS COQ., WASHINGION, D. C.



~J. 8. CUSHMAN.
| MOISTENER,. .
APPLICATION FILED FEB. 18, 1809,

Patented Oct. 25, 1910

2 SHEETS—SHEET 2.

. ’ \

N¥ 7
» '-._‘ '
Wl R

NN '
7

i

)
I.\
N
"

= B

72 ".".ir'
My,

W

\.H

W

¥

{ -
..l'f
.## .
o ! _
‘-/."@ _n"'*? h
- “wT w h"‘-‘:.; “;‘. _wr . } \. "\
. . |
»,

WY Hxx&&\\hx‘n\\‘\\\ :
'\,x ‘\x""‘h‘\.h‘\' H-\\\\\H .
Mxx'\ HMRHH‘\‘H "’\R \."'h. RN X 7

AN o x"‘\“"' xxxxx

P

v~ N S e aved
6?—' - | | | 33313_ ﬂﬂﬂfc%"" .

THE NORRIS PETERS €0., WASHINGTON, D.C.



.

10

- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

JAMES S. CUSHMAN OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

MOISTENER.

973.631.

Specification of Letters Patent.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jamus S. CusaMAaN, a
citizen of the United States, and resident of
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Moisten-

ers, of which the following is a specification.

ThlS Invention relates to nnprovements n
stationery articles, and more p‘LI‘th'LﬂalIY to
moisteners.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a top view
of a device 111c:orporatmo this invention and
showing the cover for the molstening roll.
If1g.
pa,]:tly removed. Fig. 3 1s a similar VleW
showing the cover WhOHY removed. Flg.

S°
1S a 1011011;11(1111(11 5ect1011 taken on the lmes

4—4 1n rlﬂ 1. g . 51sa slde elevatmn of

the moistener.
The objects which this invention has in

view are principally to provide a device to

molsten the sealing flaps of envelops; the

- underside of stamps, and which 1s adapted
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the projections —3 3

| Into the well —2

to be used as a

nger moistener;

mum of cost. |
The construection as shown in the draw-
ings comprises a base —1 In the present
instance this is formed of tr ansparent 01&55,
molded 1 shape to provide the well —2
- the recesses
4, 4—: and the 1‘ecesses 5 5
there 1s poured a mois-
tening fluid. The well 1s covered by a top
6— which 1s preferably made of sheet

- metal stamped to the desired form.
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The top —6— is provided at the ends
with detents —7— so constructed as to be
resilient, and thereby seat the bends —8
—8— under the projections —3 3—

‘when the cover is pushed down to seat on

top of the body portion —1 The detents
7— are flared as shown while the
Uutel surfaces of the projections —3 3

are beveled, so that the flaved portion —7—

71— str 11{111g upon the inclined surface will

“ride over same, extending outward until

passing the edﬂe of the pm]ectlons 3

—3—.  Fur thel when 1t 1s desired to
remove the top —6— these flap portions
7 — are utilized as handles to re-

move the top. The top is provided at the

longitudinal center with a cross-wise open-

ng ————9-—-—-— through which is extended a roller
-—10—-—-— 28 shown The 101101{11(1111&] csldes of

TeCesses 5 5

2 1s a sumilar view showing the cover

and further,
to provide such a constr uction at the mini-

tion of the spring

s contact with the roller.

the top are drawn upward to cover the ends
of the said roller, and to receive the cover
—11- on one side of the top.

The roller —10— 1s prowd_ed with trun-

In thls p051t1011 the
lower part of the rollel 18 1mmersed in the
moistening fluid. -The surface of the roller
18 pleferablv provided with some absorbent
material, such as felt. As the roller is con-
stantly 1evolved the surface carries the nec-

essary moisture for molstening envelops and
stamps, when the same are

presented to the
surface. Tt is for this purpose (to hold the
article being moistened upon the roller) that
the cover —11— 1is provided. The cover in
cross section 1g curved to the cylinder of the
roller. It may, however, be a curve of lesser
radius.

~The cover —11— is P
the top —6— having a
secured to the cover ~and passing through a
perforation -in the top —6— and a similar

perforation in a spring bar —14— which is

secured to the top —6 The object of the

spring —14— 1s to keep the cover —11—

down 1n its normal position, which accom-
meoedates the need for it to raise in order that
1t shall be thrown over the roller —10— into
the open position shown in Fig. 5. The ac-
14— 1s downw.;ud To
maintain the cover i1n line, the top 1s pro-
vided with the projections —15 15—
which fit within the indents of the projec-
tions —16 16— of the cover. The in-
dents —16— —I16— ride over and onto the
projections —15 15— 1in the position as
shown i Iigs. 1 and 3 of drawings.

The cover —11— is moved from the posi-
tion shown m Iig. 1 to that shown in Kig. 3
when 1t 1s desned to use the device as a
finger moistener, in which service it is de-
sired to remove the cover —11— out of the
way, exposing the roller —10-— so the fin-
gers of the operator may be drawn across
the roller without interference. To assist
in the operation of rotating the cover —11—
it 18 provided with the ears —17- 17T—.
The side edges —18— —18-— of the cover
are curved upwald to guide the article
being moistened under the cover, and in
By means of the

I’*‘Ltented Oct. 2 ._), 1910 |
Application ﬁled_February 18, 1909. Serial No. 478,658,

The cover rests over the roller as
shown 1n IFig. 1, leaving a narrow space be-
tween the 1‘0]1@1‘ and cover, so that the cover
1s never actually in contact with the roller.

ivotally mounted on
pivot —18— rigidly
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ears —17 17— the cover may be partly
lifted and rotated as desired.
In the operation of this device, the well

29— 1is first supplied with water. This 1s
accomplished by removing the top —6— by
lifting one or both of the detents —7— out
of engagement with the projections —3

3—. When disengaged, the top 1s readily
removed from the body portion —1 The
water having been placed in the well, the
roller —10— 1s then placed in position with
the trunnions —I12— resting 1 the recess

5—. The top 1s now replaced over the
body portion, in which operation the de-
tents —7— are extended until they pass the
outer edoe of the projections —3 3
when the resiliency of the metal springs the
shoulders —38 S— under the projections

3 3— securing the top firmly in posi-
tion. The device is now in condition to be
operated. This is accomplished 1n the event
of using an envelop by drawing the gummed
flap under the cover —11—, and drawing 1t
across the roller —10— the gummed face
resting upon the roller. The envelop may
then be sealed as in the usual manner.

When a strip of stamps 1s to be moistened,
the operation is similar to that just de-
scribed, inserting the first stamp of the
strip and then drawing the whole strip over
the roller —10—. '

The operation would be awkward when
using a single stamp. When this 1s desired,
the operation consists in first rotating the
cover —11-— to the position shown i Iig. 3
of drawings. The upper surface of the

roller —10— 1s now exposed, and the smgle

stamp may be drawn across the moistened
surface of the roller, and when so mois-
tened, may be placed upon, and adhered to,
the envelop, or other article for which 1t 1s
designed. It is in the same position as just
described that the device 1s used as a finger
moistener. By drawing the fingers across
the moistened surface of the roller —10—
they are moistened. .

In all the positions it will be observed

973,631

that the roller, —10— is constantly rotating,
and thus presents a constantly refreshed sur-
face to the operator. -

Having thus described this invention, 1t
is claimed :—

1. A moistener comprising a body portion
having a fluld containing well; a roller piv-
otally mounted in said body portion to ex-
tend within said well; and a guide curved
to extend partly around said roller and piv-
otally mounted on said body portion to be
alternately disposed to extend over said
roller and to be removed therefrom.

2. A moistener comprising a body portion
having a fluid containing well; a roller piv-
otally mounted in said body portion to ex-
tend within said well; a top for said body
portion extended over said well and having
an opening therein for the extension ot said
voller therethrough; a guide curved to ex-
tend partly avound said roller and pivoted
on sald top to be disposed alternately to ex-
tend over said roller and to be removed
therefrom:; and resilient means for man-
taining the said guide cover in guided rela-
tion with said roller.

3. A moistener comprising a body portion
Laving a fluid containing well; a roller piv-
otally mounted in said body portion to ex-
tend within said well; a top for said body

portion extended over said well and having

an opening therein for the extension of said
roller therethrough; a guide curved to ex-
tend partly around said roller and pivoted
on sald top to be disposed alternately to ex-
tend over said roller and to be removed
therefrom; and spring actuated means for
holding the said guide cover in fixed posi-
tion over the said roller and pressed against
the said top.

Signed at New York in the county of New
York and State of New York this 12th day
of November A. D. 1908.

JAMES S. CUSHMAN.

Witnesses:
Witiam H. S1ox,
. I MGRDOCK.
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