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Specification of Letters Patent.  Paten

To all whom +t may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBErT R. PRITCHARD,
a citizen of the United States, and resident
of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Oil-Cans,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates particularly to oil
cans provided with faucets or other devices
for withdrawing the contents as used, but
adapted for transportation to permit them

of use. | | | |
Where cans of the kind above described
are provided with faucets placed 1 the
sides of the cans, they are subject to injury
in handling in transportation thereof. If
the faucet be placed in the head of the can,
it is less liable to injury, but in this case the
can must be laid upon its side, in order to

- withdraw its contents through the faucet.

~ having simple and efficient means for sup-
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The object of the present invention 1s to
produce a can of the kind above referred to,

porting the can when laid upon 1its side. To
this end, I provide the can with a device of
such form of construction that it is adapted

‘to operate both as a handle for the can, and

as a convenient and effective means for sup-
porting the can upon its side. The features

- of construction by which this i1s accom-

plished will be set forth in connection with

the illustrated embodiment of the invention

 hereinafter described.
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In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a front ele-
vation of an oil can embodying this inven-

tion; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same

can; and Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the
same can in the operative position.

The can 1 is of any suitable form, such as

circular in cross-section, which is not stable
if laid in the horizontal position on a sup-

porting surface with the pouring outlet 1n

the lowest position. In the drawings the
can is shown of cylindrical form. It has a

~ top 2 that 1s fastened at 1ts edges to one end

of the body 1. At one side of the top, and

near its juncture with the body, is a faucet 3

 of any suitable form, and diametrically op-
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posite on the top 2 from the faucet 3 is the

filler tube 4* closed by the screw cap 4. Air

may be admitted to the can to permit the
liquid to flow from the faucet 8 by unscrew-
ing the cap 4 to the proper degree. 'Ihe

¢

so far as to constitlité a 'pouring spout for.
rapid delivery of the contents of the can.

The filler tube 4* 1s preferably conical, as
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shown, in order to be sufficiently firm and 1s

preferably arranged with 1ts delivery end

above the line of the extended side of the

ing spout, the
faucet 3. |

A handle 6 is connected to the body 1

of the can in any sultable way, but prefer-
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can. When the filler tube 1s used as a pour-
can may be vented by the
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ably by bail ears 5. The connections of the

handle with the can are preferably set at

diametrical points on the upper edge of the

body 1, and at points substantially 90° from

the position of the faucet 3, as usual.
The handle 6 has hooked ends 7 engaging

with the bail ears 5, and said handle 1s used

also as a foot for supporting the can in a
stable manner in the horizontal position,
with the faucet 3 or filler tube 4* 1n con-

‘venient position for use.

At the points 8, 8, offset projections are
made 1n the wire handle 6, preferably at
equal distances from the bail ears 5, so as to
form separated bearing portions that give
a stable bearing against any supporting sur-
face when the can is laid on its side, as will

| be described. That portion 10 of the handle

between the projections 8 is elastic so that
1t may snap over the beaded top edge 9 of
the body 1, and be held back of said beaded
edge and against the body of the can by the
spring pressure of said middle portion 10,
preferably for easy engagement and disen-
gagement of the handle with the beaded
edge of the can. Said middle portion- 10
is provided with a roller 11, which may be
used as the hand grasp of the handle. -

If now the hand grasp 11 i1s rolled over
and engages behind the bead 9, as described,

‘the can may be laid upon its side in a sub-
stantially horizontal position, as shown 1in

Fig. 3, whereupon the projections 8 act as
feet and support the can 1n a stable and sub-
stantially horizontal position with the faucet
3, or the filler tube 42, as the case may be,
near the lowest point of the can. The can
may now be vented and its contents with-

“drawn, except that for removing the last

remaining portions of liquid in the can the
rear end of the can is lifted, and then the
feet 8 act as the fulerum upon which the can
is tilted. That portion of the handle be-

55 filler tube 4* extends from the top of the can | tween and including the projections 8 con-

70

7

80

83

90

95

100

105

110



iy

15

20

L2

stitutes a single element for the supporting |

of the can in a stable position, and is
means elastically engaging the side of the
can and held thereby. '
What I claim 1s:—
1. The combination with an oil can hav-
ing at the end a beaded edge and an open-
mg 1n sald end, of a bail pivoted at its ends

to the can and constructed to spring over

and engage under the beaded edge, and
having a bearing portion for supporting
the can 1n a stable, substantially horizontal
posttion. _

2. The combination with an oil can hav-
g at the end a beaded edge and an open-
ing 1n said end, of a bail pivoted at its ends
to the can and constructed to spring over
the beacded edge and having separately-off-
set bearing portions for supporting the can
m a stable, substantially horizontal posi-
tion, the bail being provided with a roller
handle between said bearing portions.

3. The combination with an oil can hav-
ing at the end a beaded edge and a faucet
in said end, of an elastic wire bail pivoted
at 1ts ends to the can and constructed to
swing and to spring over the beaded edge,
and having separately - off
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tions for supporting the can in a stable, sub-
stantially horizontal position.

4. The combination with an oil can hav-
ing at the end a beaded edge, a faucet near
one side thereof and a filler tube near the
other side thereof, of an elastic wire bail
pivoted at its ends to the can and con-
structed to swing on 1its pivots and to spring
back of the beaded. edge 1n either of two
positions for supporting either the faucet

or the filler tube 1n its lowest position, the
sald bail having a bearing portion for sup-
porting the can 1n a stable, substantially

horizontal position. .
5. The combination with an oil can hav-

1ng at the end a beaded edge and an open-
mg 1n said end, of an elastic wire bail
pivoted at 1ts ends to the can and con-
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structed to swing and to spring over the

beaded edge and having separately - offset
bearing portions for supporting the can in a
stable, substantially horizontal position, and
a roller handle on said bail between said
bearing portions. |
ALBERT R. PRITCHARD.
Witnesses:
D. GUrNEE,
L. Taox.
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