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1o all whom 1t may concern: o
Be 1t known that I, Joszpmr WiLriam
Eaves, subject of the King of England, re-
siding at Blackpool, in Lancashire, Eng-
land, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Shooting Games, of which
the following is a specification.
- This invention relates to a game of the

- kind in which a missile in the form of a
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ball 1s projected from a gun at a target.
According to this invention the target is
provided with an aperture leading through

a conduit to an inclined table which may be

of the type used in playing French or
Flemish billiards—that is to say, it may

have pins, pegs or other obstructions on its

surface to 1mpede to a greater or less ex-
tent the progress of the ball from the raised
to the lower end of the table. ' -

The "apparatus conveniently comprises a
backboard supported at the raised end of the
inclined table and carrying any suitable
number, for example eight, targets, which
may conveniently be in the form, say, of
animals’ heads. Kach of these targets has

an aperture, which may be the mouth of the
- animal, opening

imnto the upper end of a
conduit formed in the backboard, this con-
duit leading at its lower end into a channel

or guide-way in the upper end of the table. |

The channels. or guide-ways are so con-
structed and arranged that there is no tend-
ency for the balls to jam if they pass on to
the upper end of the table simultaneously.
For example, a small baflle or deflecting
projection may be arranged where necessary.
Behind each aperture and in line with it is
another aperture leading to a chamber con-
taining the bull’s eye, which is preferably
connected with a gong so that an audible
signal is given when the bull’s eye is struck.
This chamber and the bull’s eye 1t contains
are 1lluminated In some suitable manner,
say, by an incandescent electric lamp con-

tained 1n a chamber formed behind the up-

per part of the target. Leading from the
chamber containing the bull’s eye is a con-
duit terminating 1n a sloping channel or
tube beneath the surface of the inclined
table before mentioned and serving to re-

turn any balls which strike the bull’s eye to

a spot nmear to the hand of the marksman. |

Thus, if the aim be true the ball passes
through both apertures, hits the bull’s eye

| way with more or

hand, the aim is not sufficiently true for the
| ball to pass through the second aperture it
| may pass through the first one and then
tfall down the first conduit on to the surface
of the inclined table, whence it makes its
less rapidity to the bot-

tom. o
~ The game is intended for several competi-
tors, each aiming at his own target, and
rests or stands are preferably provided for
the gun to rest on while aim is being taken.
Each rest and gun and the balls to be fired
from 1t are colored in some distinctive man-
ner. The guns may be shaped like ordinary
rifles and are provided with trigger-released
springs by means of which the balls are
ejected. . | .

IT neither of the competing marksmen
I hits the bull’s eye the winner is the one

T tﬁrnéd- to the marksman. I, '011 the Oiaher- '
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whose ball succeeds in reaching the lower

end of the inclined table first.

‘At the lower end of the table is a channel
or tube leading to a delivery outlet for the

balls, and if desired this outlet may be con-

I operated mechanism so that the marksman
cannot regain his ball without inserting a
- COo1N. o o
As there 1s preferably only one delivery

tube ‘and the balls are colored with dis-
tinctive colors the winner is easily deter-

mined by the order of the balls.
~ Although separate conduits may be
formed from the aperture in each target to
the top of the inclined table this is not nec-
essarily the case, for the conduit may be
common to all the targets and may simply
be a space between the front of the back-
board and a second board placed behind it.
The 1nclined table may be open and ex
posed to view or may be covered in. o
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1s a sectional elevation of one construction
of shooting game according to this inven-

| tion, showing a marksman in position for

plan partly in section on the line 2—2 of
| Fig. 1, and with portions removed, and Fig.
3 18 a front elevation also having
removed for the sake of clearness.
- Like letters indicate like parts throughout
the drawings. o

firing at one of the targets. Fig. 2 is a

portions
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trolled in any well known manner by coin-
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| - Supported upon a.smnd' A is an inclined
56 giving an audible signal, and then is re- | table B provided at its raised end with a 110
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board B’ carrvine a series of targets in the |
. = 2y

form of animals’ heads . The open
mouths C” of these targets form apertures
which leacd into the upper end of conduits
D, these conduits terminating at their lower
extremities in channels I on the inclined
table B. Behind each target 1s a second
smaller aperture I in line with the aper-
ture C” and leading to a chamber G contain-
ing a gong I and a striker H'. Thisstriker
forms the bull’s eye and when hit by the
ball causes the gong to sound. The face of
the striker H’ and the aperture I are 1ilu-
minated by light coming from a chamber J
and containing an incandescent lamp J”.
Each chamber G leads to a conduit K

“through which the ball after striking the

bull’s eye H’ can pass downward and then
along under the table B to a cup X', the ar-
rangement preferably being such that the
ball is returned to the marksman after the
bull’s eye has been struck.

The table B is provided with a number of
pins Is which form obstacles or obstructions

face. 'These pins may be disposed in any
convenient way regularly or 1irregularly,
spaces being left between the pins so that
the balls may pass through on their way to
the lower end of the table.
rier or edgoing B?* is provided on the table

the lower end of which may be closed in any
convenient way to prevent the balls rolling
out until required. ,

In the example shown there are eight tar-
oets, and the conduits D are constituted by
the space between the board B’ carrying the
animals’ heads and a second board B* be-
hind it. The channels I& with which the
conduits D communicate are formed so that

four of them converge to a space Ii" on the

upper end of the table, and the other four
converge to a similar space IG%. In these
spaces other pins L. may be placed with the
same object as those on the lower part of
the table, and projections I£2 may be formed
or placed in suitable positions to prevent
the balls jamming supposing two pass

simultaneously along the channels It to the

space K& or L~

At the lower end of the table supports or
rests for the guns are provided, one of which
is shown at M in Fig. 1, but 1t will be un-
derstood that these need not necessarily be
present, in which case the marksman will
have to hold his gun quite unaided—thus
increasing the difficulty of the game.

‘In order that balls which miss the aper-
tures C” in the targets shall not fall down
in front of the board B’ on to the table B
a tray or ledge N 1s fixed beneath the tar-
gets on the board B’ so that such balls may
fall into it. This tray 1s preferably in-

A raised bar- |
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the balls falling into it may pass to one end
and enter a pocket or receptacle N’ whence
they can be removed by the attendant.

In the example illustrated the targets are
shown as animals’ heads standing in relief

~on the board B’, but it will be understood

that the targets may take any form and may

be merely painted representations of various
~objects.

When a shot has been fired if the aim be

“true the ball passes through both apertures

¢’ and F and hitting the striker I” rings
the gong H. The ball then passes down
through the chamber G and conduit K to
one of the cups IK’, whence it can be re-
moved and used again by the marksman.
If, on the other hand, the aim be not true
enough for the ball to pass through the sec-
ond aperture I although it may enter the
first aperture C” the ball falls down the con-

“duit D, passes through one of the channels

E and thence rolls down the inclined table B
between the pins L, finally finding 1ts way

_ : | through the channel or tube B?® to the outlet.
in the path of the balls rolling down 1ts sur- |

It is preferred to illuminate the strikers
H’ from the chamber J above them in the

‘manner illustrated, but obviously other

means may be employed—for instance, they
might be 1lluminated from the side.
What T claim as my invention and desire

A5 ] to secure by Letters Patent 15:—
leading to an inclined channel or tube B3, |

1. In a shooting game the combination of
a target having two apertures, one behind
the other through which a missile 1 the
form of a ball can pass, a bull’s eye behind
the rear aperture, an inclined table below

‘the target, and a conduit leading from the
‘chamber between said apertures to the 1n-

clined table.
9. In a shooting game the combination of

‘a target having two apertures one behind

the other through which a missile m the
form of a ball can pass, an inclined table be-
low the target, a conduit leading from the
front aperture to the upper end of the in-
clined table, a second conduit leading from
the rear aperture, and a bull’s eye behind the
rear aperture.

3. In a shooting game the combination of
a target having two apertures one behind
the other through which a missile in the
form of a ball can pass, an inclined table be-
low the target, obstructions on the surface
of said table, a conduit leading from the
front aperture to the upper end of the In-
clined table, a chamber behind the rear ap-
erture, a bull’s eye in said chamber, and a
condult leading from the chamber.

4. In a shooting game the combination of
an inclined table, pins upstanding upon the
surface of the table, a backboard supported
upon the upper end of the table, a plurality
of targets mounted upon the board each tar-
oet having two apertures one behind the
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clined slightly as shown in Fig. 8 so that | other through which a missile in the form 130
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of a ball can pass, a conduit lea,din'g from

- the front aperture in each target to the

10

10

20

25

upper end of the inclined table, a chamber

behind each rear aperture, a bull’s eye in

each of said chambers, and a conduit lead-
1ing from each of the chambers.
5. In a shooting game the combination of

an inclined table, ]:‘imins upstanding upon the
ble, guides or barriers on

surface of the ta
the table, a common outlet conduit for mis-
siles which have passed down over the sur-
face of the table, a backboard supported
upon the upper end of the table, a plurality
of targets mounted upon the board each

target having two apertures one behind the |

other through which a missile in the form
of a ball can pass, a conduit leading from

‘the front aperture in each target to the up-

per end of the inclined table, a chamber be-
hind each rear aperture, a bull’s eye in each
of sald chambers, and a conduit leading
from each of the chambers.

6. In a shooting game the combination of
an inclined table, pins upstanding upon the
surface of the table, guides or barriers on

the table, a common outlet conduit for mis-

siles which have passed down over the sur-

~ face of the table, a backboard supported

30

upon the upper end of the table, a plurality

of targets mounted upon the board each tar-
get having two apertures one behind the

- other through which a missile in the form of

30

40

a ball can pass, a conduit leading from the
front aperture in each target to the upper
end of the inclined table, a chamber behind
each rear aperture, a bull’s eye in each of
said chambers, means for illuminating the
bull’s eye, and a conduit leading from each
of the chambers. -

7. In'a shooting game the combination of
an 1nclined table, pins upstanding upon the
surface of the tabﬁe, guides or barriers on
the table, a common outlet conduit for mis-

- siles’which have passed down over the sur-

45

face of the table, a backboard supported

‘adapted to receive missiles which

8

upon the upper end of the table, a plurality

‘of targets mounted upon the board each tar-

get having two apertures one behind the

other through which a missile in the form
of a ball can pass, a conduit leading from

50

the front aperture in each target to the

upper end of the inclined table, a chamber
behind each rear aperture, a bull’s eye in
each of said chambers, means for illuminat-
ing the bull’s eye, a conduit leading from
each of the chambers, and a tray to catch
missiles which have fallen in front of the

| backboard without passing through the

apertures.
8. In a shooting game, the combination of
a target having an aperture through which

‘a missile 1n the form of a ball can pass, a

bull’s eye 1n rear of said aperture, an in-
clined table below: the target, a conduit
adapted to receive missiles which strike the
bull’s eye and conduct them to the lower

end of said table, and a second conduit

adapted to receive missiles which pass
through the aperture without striking the
bull’s eye and to conduct such missiles to the
upper end of the table. ' -

9. In a shooting game, the combination of
a target having an aperture through which
a missile 1n the form of a ball can pass, a
bull’s eye 1n rear of said aperture, an in-
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chned table below the target, a conduit

through the aperture without striking the
bull’s eye and conduct the same to the upper
end of the table, and independent means

adapted to receive the-missiles which strike
‘the bull’s eye. - ' -

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH WILLIAM EAVES.

Witnesses:
W. T. HoueHTIN,
Wwum. BurrerRworTH.
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