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1Hlustrates the 1nvention and founs

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

CI—IARLES J. DORSEY, OF BALTIMORE MARYLAND

GAME APPARATUS.

973,484.

| Speeiﬁcatmn of Letters Patenft.

Serial No. 556,238.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cuarues J. Dorsey, a
resident of Beltlmore, State of Marvl‘md'

have uwented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Game Apparatus; and I do

hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the 1nve11t10n,
such as will enable others skilled 1 the art

to which 1t pertains to make and use the

same. _

This invention relates to cushioned-ball-
returning-apparatus for playing games and
to longitudinal surtfacé pm]ectﬂe boards.

Its ob]ect is to provide a simple, economi-

cally constructed board for playing ball
oames.

The invention consists 1n the construction
hereinafter described and particularly point-
ed out.

In the accompanying drawing-
a part of

the specification,—Iigure 1 1s a plan view

ot the board, showmo one ball in a guiding

way or groove, and other balls held i Inopera-
tive by 3prmos Fig. 2 1s a section on line
2, 2 of Ifig. 1; I‘1o 3 1s a section on line
3 3 and 1neludmo a counting pin; IKigs. 4
'md 5 are partial “sections of a board show-

ing different forms of way or groove, and

dliferent forms of rolling demee Fig. 6 1s

a plan view of a small pert of a board on an
1s a section on

enl‘u oed scale,
line 7, 7 of I‘w

Numeral 1 denotes 2 board 1efereb1y
made of wood and provided- Wlth parallel
grooves, slots or ways 2 having each an

and FlO*

elastic or spring cushion 3 at its ends which

cushions are intended for the return of balls,
but also serve to deaden the sound of the
impact of the projectile.

cushions.

4 denotes a transverse flange, rim or back-
ing adjacent the cushions. This or a similar
rim may extend about the entire board. As
shown the sides of the rim are of less height
than the ends.

The central groove or ehennel is separated

from another on either side by a bar, strip,
ridge or part having spaces or sections
marked substantially as shown and conven-
iently being numbered 5 to 30 (by fives) and
duphcated in reverse order.

5 denotes marks or “dead lines” separat-
ing the spaced numbered sections of the
bars fr om the end ponzlons thereof.

which

Soft rubber is a |
suitable material for these ball- -returning

l

6 indicates shight depressmm in the bot-
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tom of the ways or grooves which may be

used if desired to detelmme more exactly
the resting place of a ball propelled length-

wise In a way thereby avoiding dlsputes,'

these resting places being 1e0*ulf111y placed
with respect to boundmy lines of the num-
bered sections, and with respect to the sec-
tions.

The board may 1f desired comprise sepa-
rate side extensions 7 covered with baize,
billiard cloth, or other approved covering.
These side pieces, 1f separate pieces are used,
can be held 1n grooves 8 formed 1n the body
of the board and in side bars of the rim as
shown. - '

10 denotes holes in one side of the boar d
or extenslons, each adapted to receive a ball,

which can be held thelem when not in use

by a spring 11 having a coil at 12 and bent
to form a handle 13 w hereby 1t may be
nmmpulated to engage the free end of the
spring in a hole 14 in the ball.
like means danger of the loss of ‘[he balls

when not in use will be diminished.

15 denotes a tally block having marked
divisions each provided with a hole or other
means for securing a counting peg
These divisions may be marked in arith-
metical series, as for example, 5, 10, 15, ete.

The balls, cushions, board and other parts

may be made of any desired suitable mate-
rials, and the dimensions may be varied
greatly without departing from the prin-
ciples of construction and opemtmn But 1t

should be noted that the parallel grooves

are in permanently fixed relation, and that
the corresponding indicating marks or num-
bers for the three grooves are all in the same
planes transverse to the orooves. It should

‘be noted also that in the preferred construc-

tion two rows of indications, one row be-
tween the central groove and each of the

side grooves, only are necessary to give the
three 'DIOOVGS their indicating merks
are shown dlshs to roll istead

In Flﬂ

of balls, ELl'ld the ways are straight sided
channels or grooves. A single eushlon 3% 18

shown 1n .position to serve more than one

oroove.

In Fig. 5 the groove flares and so do the
sides of the rolling device.

Obviously the epparatus is not limited to
any particular use, but a game for which
it 1s well adapted 1s played by two persons
who plfw altemfl,tely, the first playing two

By this or

16.
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of points marked on that section.

2

balls and the second playing one in the fol-
lowing order. The first player starting his
first ball in a groove on one side at or back
ot any agreed point; as for example, the
dead line 5, projects it with suflicient force to
rebound from the cushion at the end of the
way and come to a stop opposite one or
another of the lines of the marked sections,
but preferably coming to rest opposite one
of the sections and within two of said
marked lines. The second player then does
the same in the other outside way, using
such force as to leave his ball as nearly adja-
cent his opponent’s as practicable. There-
upon the first player rolls a third ball, that
1s, hig second, in the central way with the
purpose of landing it as near as practicable
to the ball which he first rolled. Of the two
balls first rolled that one is the winner which
1s nearest the resting place of the last rolled
or deciding ball. If the winning ball is en-
tirely within a marked section the winning
player plues on his tally board the number

the winning Dball rests at a dividing line
between sections he only plugs the difference
between the two adjacent numbers, that is,
he counts 5. If either ball plaved comes to
rest back of a dead line the player of it
loses 5 and plugs reversely on his tally
board. And in case of the two-ball player,
1t his first ball was plaved so as to rest in
position to count, and his second (deciding)
ball comes to rest back of the dead line, he
must lose 5 for the first ball also, or 10 in
all. It the deciding balls rests directly be-
tween the other balls neither player counts.
The player who first reaches the end of his

tally board by thus adding winnings and

subtracting losses wins the game.

The players stand at opposite ends of the
board and, by preference, have each a tally

block at his end of the board at his right
hand. A plurality of grooves and balls is
required, and it may be noted that the sev-
eral balls rest in their respective grooves
after projection until the count is ascer-
tained by observation of their relative situa-
tions.

I am aware that a bar or board provided
with a single groove having at one end an
elastic cushion, and at the other a series
of pockets has been proposed ; and I am also
imnformed that a single-groove bar or board
provided with a ball-starting line at its cen-
ter, and with spaces numbered on its side

“opposite its starting point.

But if

073,484

edge 1s old, and neither these devices nor any
combination of them are of my invention
heremafter pointed out.

ivery ball played must strike the cushion
| In some cases
the play may be varied by requiring the balls
to strike both cushions in their grooves.

I am aware that a piece or strip provided
with a groove and with an elastic cushion
aclapted to caunse the return of a ball rolled
m the groove has been proposed, and such
cdevice 1s not of my invention, which com-
prises a plurality of parallel grooves sepa-
rated by marked bars, as herein set forth.
When desired a rod, cue, or the like can be
used to propel the projectile. A round or
circular projectile 1s preferved, but those
that are angular could be used, the grooves
being correspondingly shaped.

Having thus described the invention what
1 claim 1s,— '

L. A game device adapted for two players
with three balls and comprising a board hav-

Ing three separate parallel, contiguous, ball-

recelving grooves in permanent fixed rela-
tion to each other, each end of each of said
grooves being closed by a ball-returning
cushion, there being like indicating marks
for all the grooves and in common planes
transverse to the length of the grooves,
whereby such marks aid in comparing the
positions of balls in said three orooves.

2. A game device adapted for two plavers
with three balls and compurising a board hav-
g three separate parallel, contiguous ball-
receiving grooves in permanent fixed rela-
tion to each other, each end of each groove
being closed by a ball-returning cushion,
there being a row of like indicating marks
between the middle groove and each side
groove, whereby two rows of such marks
only are required for the three grooves and
all the grooves are equally well marlked, all
as set forth.

3. In a game board, seats, and springs se-
cured to the board adjacent to the seats,
each. spring having a straight free end
aclapted to enter a hole in a ball and
such ball into 1ts seat.

In testimony whereof, I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses.
CHARLES J. DORSEY.

Witnesses:
WiLson J. CaArRroLL,
Hoerr A. NOrRMAN.
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