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Ta all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Harry Pricg, a sub-
]ect of the Czar of Russm residing at Bos-

ton, 1n the county of Suffolk and State of

Masgachusctts have mvented certain new
and useful Improwments in Folding Sup-

1301 ts for Hammocks, of which the followmo _

a_specification.

for hammocks.

One of the requisite featur es of a folding
support for hammocks is sufficient streng th
and stability to withstand the weight of the
occupants of the hammock and to withstand
the swinging of the hammock. Another
requisite Feature is simplicity of construc-
tion whereby the expense of manufacture
may be kept as low as possible.

adapted to be folded so that it may be con-
veniently stored 1n a small space.

The present 1nvention provides a ham-
mock support which fulfils all of the condi- .

tions above mentioned.
The characteristic feature of the support

structure of the principal members of the

support to which the weloht of the ham-
mock 18 subjected.

The support comprises essentially a hori-
zontal bar of tubular structure and a pair
of folding legs at each end of the bar, the
legs bemo also tubular in structure.

i

legs are permanently connected with the

“horizontal bar by pivot links which serve

to brace the legs and lend rigidity to the

support when the latter is open for use, and

~ which maintain the legs in close proximity
to the horizontal bar when the legs are

40

folded. Iach pair of legs is promded with

a cross brace which 1s adapted to lock them
In- open position, the cross braces being

shown 1n this embodiment of the invention

at the lower ends of the legs so that they
may serve the additional purpose of a base

for the support. The upper ends of the legs
are pivotally and permanently jommed and

~they are formed to be iterengaged with

00

the horizontal bar.

the horizontal bar when the support is open

for use so that they may be interlocked with
‘The relation of the co-

~acting pf)rtlons of the legs and the horizon-

ml bar is such that the 100]{1110 of the legs

n 01:)611 pomhon effects the 111ter1001{1nw of |

It 15 also
(16‘511"&]016 that the hammock support be

Th1s invention relates to Jfoldlno Supports -

The |1

the legs with the horizontal bar, no other

operation being necessary to bmce the sup-—-
port 1n condition for use. |

Of the accompanying drawings which

1llustrate one form in which the 111V011t1011.

may be embodied, Figure 1 represents a side
elevation with pOl‘thHS in section of a fold-
ing hammock support with a hammock sus-
‘:)ended therem. - Fig. 2 represents the sup-
bort in folded 1:)0511:1011 intermediate por-

- l

tions of the support bemﬂ broken out. Fig.

g represents a section on Tine 3—3 of 1. 1.
Kie. 4 represeuts a section on line 4- T of
141-:) 1. Iig. 5 represents a section on a
arger scale “of the mnterlocking portions of
‘he horizontal bar and a 1:).-.1,11' of support-
mg legs. Ifig. 6 represents a section similar
to I 1g. 5 st ating a’different manner of
forming pivotal connection between two
complemental legs. Fig. 7 illustrates one of
the intulock'nﬂ pleces "included in If1ig. 5.
Fig. 111118'L]:'ates one of the 111ter1001{111#

L
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pieces included in Fig. 6. Fig. 9 1ep1'*ese11ts :

a horizontal section lookuw up, including
fragments of the 1101140111,&1 bar, a pair of
leos and connecting links ther efor.

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts wherever they occur.

On the drawings 10 indicates a horizontal
bar, which 1s p]:'@f@l“lbl}r tubular 1n construc-
tion. Two pairs of supporting legs are pro-

Vlded for the bar 10, the 111(:111?1(;111‘11 legs be-
.1110 indicated at 11. The legs are also ]_Z)lL:E
The legs are all .

erably tubular in structure.
peun‘mently connected with the houxontﬂ__
bar 10 by links 12, each of the legs being
provided Wlth an 111d1V1du‘11 link. The links
are connected with their respective legs by
pivots 13, and they are connected with the
horizontal bar by pivots 14. In the form
llustrated the two links for each pair of
legs are joined by the pivots 14, the pivots
extending through a connmtnw piece such
as a str 1p or collar 15 affixed upon the bar 10.
The pairs of legs 11 are pivotally connected
at thelr upper “ends so that when they are
open for use as shown by solid lines in Fig.
4 they resemble the letter V inverted, and

when closed as indicated by dotted fines in

Fig. 4 they may be substantially parallel.
The upper ends of the legs may be connected
in the manner illustrated by Fig. 5 or in

that 1llustrated by If1g. 6. Referrmcr first to
Iig. 5, the upper (,,nd_ of each leg 11 is pro-
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2.

vided with an end piece comprising a cylin-
drical shank 16 and an ear 17. The shanks
16 are inserted in the ends of the legs and
are aflixed in any preferred manner, as, for
example, by means of pins or rivets 18.
The ears 17 are joined by pivoted links 19,
the links being arranged between the shanks
16 and the extremities of the ears. The 1n-
ner edge of each ear 17 1s formed with a
semi-circular recess 20 so that when the ears
are brought together by placing the legs 1n
open position a circular opening 1s provided
between the ears. The horizontal bar 10 1s
provided with end pieces 21, the end pieces
being inserted in the open ends of the bar
and affixed as desired. As shown by Ifigs. 1
and 2 the end pieces are secured by means of
screw-threaded rods 22 having depending
extremities bent in the form of hooks 23.
The outer ends of the end pieces 21 are pro-
vided with peripheral flanges 24 separated
by a space adapted to receive the ears 1T7.
The connecting portions between the flanges
24 are cylindrical and of the same diameter
as the opening formed by the recesses 20.
The ears 17 are therefore adapted to embrace
the end pieces 21 between the flanges 24 as
shown by Ifig. 5, and movement of the ears
longitudinally of the bar 10 1s prevented by
the flanges 24 which lock the ears 17.

The legs 11 may be joined by a simgle
pivot 256 as shown by Fig. 6 instead of the
pivoted links 19 shown by Fig. 5. The end
pieces for this form of connection are made
according to the form shown by Ifig. 8. In
this form the shanks 16, ears 17 and re-
cesses 20 are the same as in the form shown
by Fig. 7 except that the ears are provided
with coacting bosses 26 arranged to be pivot-
ally connected by the pivot stud 25.

Kach pair of legs 1s provided with a cross
brace 27 (see I'ig. 4). One end of the cross
brace is permanently connected to one leg by
a pivot stud 28 and the other end is prefer-
ably formed with a recess 29 adapted to re-
ceive a stud 30 affixed in the opposite leg.
The ends of the cross brace may be attached
at the ends of the legs or between the ends
of the legs, but in order that it may serve an
additional purpose it is arranged and shown
at the ends of the legs. The cross brace may
with. convenience be formed of a strip of
angle iron of an L shaped cross section, and
may be arranged so that one of its broad
faces shall constitute a base for the support
to rest on. With the cross brace arranged
to serve as a base the support may be used
upon soft ground without liability of forc-
ing the legs into the ground, and 1t may be
placed upon a floor without liability of
scratching the floor by the ends of the legs.
The lower leaf or base of the cross piece 27
intervenes between the ends of the legs and
the floor when it is attached in the manner
1llustrated by the drawings.

970,549

The pivot studs 14 by which the braces 12
are connected to the horizontal bar pass
through bushings 34 which support hooks
31, upon which the ropes or rings of a ham-
mock 32 may be suspended. The hammock
32 inciuded 1n Fig. 1, and sometimes termed
a “ couch hammock” 1s formed with a rigid
frame and 1t 1s therefore adapted to be sus-
pended by perpendicular ropes 33. I1f, how-
ever, the supporting structure 1s used to sup-
port the ordinary hammock composed of
net-work or canvas, without a rigid frame,
a greater space between the supporting hooks
would be necessary because the ropes at the
ends of a hammock of the latter type do
not extend perpendicularly. The ends of a
hammock of the latter type may therefore
be suspended upon the hooks 23 which are
farther separated than the hooks 31.

Figs. 1, 2, and 4 illustrate the braces 12
attached to the outer sides of the legs 11.
It may be desirable to attach the braces to
the inner sides of the legs as indicated by
dotted Iines in Fig. 9. Fig. 9 also includes
the braces 12 connected i1n accordance with
Figs. 1, 2, and 4. Since the legs are per-
manently connected with the horizontal bar
10 and are adapted to be interengaged with
the ends of the bar in the manner described
1t is apparent that the only means neces-
sary for locking the structure in open po-
sition are the cross braces 27. In order to
unlock the legs so that they may be folded
1t 1s necessary merely to 1ift the studs 30 out
of the recesses 29 to release the legs so that
they may be folded to the position shown by

I1ig. 2. Thebraces 27 after being disengaged

from the studs 30 may be folded upwardly
against the inner sides of the legs to which
they are attached by the pivots 28 and the
legs may then be closed as indicated by the
cdotted lines 1n Fio. 4. The closing of the
legs disengages them from the ends of the
horizontal bar 10 and they may then be
turned about their pivots 13 to the position
shown by Ifig. 2. Although the braces 12 as
shown by Fig. 2 extend outwardly from the
pivots 14 it 1s apparent that they may be
turned about the pivots 14 so that they ex-
tend toward each other. DBy folding the
braces 12 inwardly instead of outwardly the
length of the support when folded may be
macle less than when the braces 12 are folded
outwardly.

Having thus explained the nature of my
said invention and deseribed a way of con-
structing and using the same, although with-
out attempting to set forth all of the forms
in which it may be made or all of the modes
of its use, what I claim 1s:—

1. A hammock support comprising a hori-

zontal bar having circumferential grooves

formed in its opposite ends, two pairs of
supporting legs pivotally connected with
said bar, extensions from the upper ends of
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sald legs surrounding said bar within said
orooves, and means for holding said legs In
supporting position. ' . -

2. A hammock support comprising a hori-

zontal bar having circumiferential grooves

formed at its opposite ends, two pairs of
supporting legs pivotally connected to said

“bar, means for holding said legs in sup-

10

15

20

ported position, and hooked shaped exten-

sions from the upper ends of said legs sur-

‘rounding said bar in said grooves whereby

said legs are retained against longitudinal
movement. | |
3. A hammock support comprising a hori-

zontal bar having circumferential grooves
at 1ts opposite ends, two pairs of

formed
pivotally connected supporting legs pivot-
ally connected to said bar and having their
upper ends surrounding said bar m said
oroove. _

4. A hammock support comprising a hori-

zontal bar having circumferential grooves

formed at its opposite ends, two pairs of

supporting legs, the legs of each pair being

pivoted together adjacent the under side ot
sald bar, hook-shaped extensions from the
upper end of said legs surrounding said bar

‘within said groove, and means for holding

said legs in supported position. o

P

5. A hammock support comprising a hori-
zontal bar having circumferential grooves

formed at its opposite ends, two pairs of
' supporting legs, a link pivotally connecting

the legs of each pair and disposed adjacent
the under side of said bar, extensions from
the upper ends of said legs surrounding sald
bar within said groove, and means for hold-
ing said legs in supported position.

6. A hammock support comprising a hori-
zontal bar, two pairs of legs, those of each
pair being pivotally connected by perma-
nent connections, pivotal links permanently
connecting said legs and horizontal bar, two
struts each pivotally connected to the lower

“end of one leg” of each pair of legs, said

struts being adapted to underlie the legs

‘and hold them open, said legs, links and

struts being adapted to fold against said
horizontal bar, and coactive means affixed
respectively to said horizontal bar and said
lees for positively locking said legs with
relation to the bar when the legs are open.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature, in presence of two witnesses.

HARRY PRICE.
Witnesses: -
W. P. AzsgLr,

P. W. Przzerrn.
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