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To ¢l whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that we, ITiraym S. MUNSINGER
and Josepan K. MUNSINGER, citizens of the
United States, residing at Howard, in the
county of Elk and State of Kansas, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n (rate-Fasteners, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawing.

This invention relates to gate fasteners
and one of 1ts objects is to provide a fas-
tener of a strong, simple, and inexpensive
construction.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a gate fastener which will securely hold
the gate 1n a closed position by means of
a pair of rings spaced apart and positioned
so that the ring first contacted with will
be forced upward and allow a tongue to
pass under it and be stopped from any fur-
ther movement by the second ring.

To these and other ends the invention

“resides 1n the novel construction of elements

hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1s a perspective view of a portion of a fence
and a gate therefor, the outer end post of
the gate being equipped with the improved
fastener. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the
fastener partly broken away. Fig. 8 is a

top plan view of the same, and Ifig. 4 is a

perspective view of the supporting plates
tor fastening the improved latch to a gate
post.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
by numerals, 1 designates a latching post
of a fence, 2 1s a gate post to which the usual
gate 3 1s hinged. The outer vertical bar 32
of the gate 1s equipped with a pair of sup-
porting plates 4, the member of said pair
of platesbeing disposed on opposite sides of
sald vertical bar 3%, and having one of their
ends projecting beyond the latching face
thereof. The projected end of each plate
1s bifurcated and bent to provide an upper
outturned ear 5, having an adjusting slot 6
formed therein, and an inturned lower ear 7
having 1its end bifurcated as indicated at 8.
A guard-plate 9 i1s adjustably fastened to
sald outturned ears 5, by means of the bolts
10 which pass through the adjusting slots 6
of said ears 5 and are retained in the desired
adjusted position by the lock nuts 11. Said
guard plate 9, is provided with a bolt 12
adjacent each end which supports a second

kel

guard-plate 13 in spaced parallel relation
to the first-mentioned guard-plate 9. A
pair of pivot bolts 14 connect said guard-
plates, said bolts being located adjacent the
lower longitudinal edge of said plate and
spaced on each side of the center of said
guard-plates 9 and 13. A latching ring 15
18 movably suspended by each pivot bolt 14.
A guide-plate 16 having upwardly curved
ends 17 1s provided with intermediate longi-
tudinal slots 18 for the reception of bolts 19
which engage the bifurcated ends of the
inturned ears 7 so that the said guide-plate
16 may be locked in a desired adjusted posi-
tion relative to said ears by means of lock
nuts.

The operation of this improved gate fas-
tener 1s as follows: When the gate 1s swing-
ing closed the tongue 20 of the fence post 1,
contacts with one end of the guide-plate 16
and with one of the rings 15 which is raised
out of its normal position, and then the
tongue 20 strikes the other ring 15 which is
forced upwardly and outwardly until it
comes 1n contact with the bolt 12, thus ef-
fectually locking the gate. When it is de-
sired to open the gate either of the rings
15 may be lifted with the finger thus leav-
ing space for the tongue 20 to pass under
the ring.

Various changes in the minor details of
construction and form may be made without
departing from the principle or sacrificing
any of the advantages of this invention.

Having described the invention, what is
claimed as new is:—

1. A device of the character described
comprising post plates, guard-plates ad-
Justably supported by said post-plates, an
adjustable guide-plate, carried by said post-
plates below said guard-plates and latching
means supported by said guard-plates.

2. A device of the character described
comprising post-plates having outwardly
extending upper ears and inwardly extend-
ing lower ears, guard-plates carried by said
outwardly extending ears, a guide plate car-
ried by the inwardly extending ears, and
latching means supported by said guard-
plates.

3. A device of the character described
comprising post-plates having outwardly
extending upper ears, and inwardly extend-
g lower ears, guard-plates adjustably at-
tached to the upper ears, a guide-plate ad-
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justably attached to the lower ears, and

latching means supported by said guard-
plates.

4. A device of the character described,

5 comprising post-plates, an inner guard-plate

adjustably attached to the said post-plates,

an outer guard-plate carried by said inner

plate and supported in parallel spaced re-

lation therewith, pivot bolts between said

10 guard-plates, latching means supported

thereby, and a guide plate adjustably sup- -

ported by the post-plates below said guard-
plates. | |

In testimony whereof we hereunto afiix
our signatures in presence of two witnesses. 15

- HIRAM S. MUNSINGER.
JOSEPH K. MUNSINGER
Witnesses:
Owexn A. OLIVER,
James A. OLIVER.
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