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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Davis Hurp, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Niagara Falls, in the county of Niagara and
State of New York, have invented a new
and Improved Whiflletree, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to whiflletrees for
use 1 attaching draft animals or the like to
different kinds of vehicles, and has reference
more particularly to a-device of this kind
comprising a bar or whiflletree body having
means for attaching it to a doubletree or to
another part of the vehicle, means for at-
taching at the back of the bar, the ends of
the traces or tugs, and means for removably
locking the ends of the traces in position.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, strong and durable whiffletree, to
which the ends of traces or tugs used in
harnessing draft animals can be attached,
which can be manipulated with ease and
rapicdity to attach and detach the traces, and
which 1s so constructed that the ends of the
whitlletree do not project beyond the ends of
the traces, and thus cannot cause injury to
plants or the like.

The Invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts to be more fully
described hereinafter and particularly set
forth in the claims. )

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication, in which similar characters of refer-
ence 1ncicate corresponding parts in all the
views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an em-
bodiment of my invention; Fig. 2 is a trans-
verse section showing means for attaching
a trace; and Fig. 3 1s a fragmentary, rear
elevation showing a detail.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, I provide a bar or swingletree body

10, fashioned from wood or other suitable
‘material, and having the ends rounded to the

back of the body. The bar has means for
attaching it to a doubletree, consisting for
example, of a U-bolt 25. Adjacent to the

rounded ends, the bar has U-shaped brackets

11, pivotally mounted thereon by means of
bolts or rivets 12, extending through ver-
tical openings 13, and through registering
openings 1n the sides of the brackets. The
latter, at the back, have extensions 14, pro-
vided with registering openings 15, adapted
to receive keeper pins 16, provided with

heads 17. Between the extensions 14, the
brackets have recesses 18.

The traces 19 are provided with trace-
eyes 20, of any suitable form and attached
thereto by means of spaced ends 21, having
pins 22,
usual manner. The trace-eyes have reduced
necks 23. Disposed inwardly from the
brackets, the bar 10 has mounted thereon
hooks 24, each adapted to receive a trace-eye
as 18 shown most clearly in Fig. 1, to attach
the traces to the bar. The eyes extend in-
wardly beyond the brackets and have the re-
duced necks 23 received by the recesses 18.
The keeper pins 16, when in position, serve
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receiving loops of the traces in the
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to prevent the accidental or other displace-

ment of the trace-eyes, and thus insure the

attachment of the traces to the whiffletree.
The heads 17 of the keeper pins are later-

ally extended, and each has at one end an

eye 206, to which i1s fastened a short section
of chain 27, secured to the bar 10 by means

of a pin 28, or the like, to prevent the ac-
cidental loss of the keeper pin. Spring lock-

Ing wmembers 29, have loops passing about
pins 30, fastened to the bar, and have ex-
tremities laterally disposed and inserted in
openings 31, of the bar. Each of the keeper
pins has a notch 32, adapted to receive the
free extremities of the spring locking mem-
bers, to prevent the accidental displacement
of the keeper pin. It will be understood
that the spring locking members must be
manipulated suitably, before the pins can
be removed, to permit the traces to be de-
tached from the whiffletree.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent: |

1. A whiffletree, comprising a bar having
rounded ends, hooks at the back of said bar,
each adapted to receive a trace-eye, the
traces extending around the ends when at-
tached to the whiffletree, brackets provided
with recesses removably receiving the trace-
eyes, and removable keeper pins extending
over sald recesses of said brackets, and serv-
ing to secure the trace-eyes in position.

2. A whiffletree, comprising a bar, brackets
mounted upon said bar and extending rear-
wardly from the same, said brackets having
extensions adapted to receive therebetween
trace-eyes, hooks carried by said bar, each

adapted to receive a trace-eye, and keeper
pmns removably carried by said extensions
and serving to hold the trace-eyes in place.
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3. A whiffletree, comprising a bar, brackets
mounted upon said bar and extending rear-
wardly from the same, said brackets having
extensions adapted to receive therebetween
trace-eyes, hooks carried by said bar, each
adapted to receive a trace-eye, keeper pins
removably carried by sald extensions and
serving to hold the trace-eyes in place, and
spring locking members adapted to engage
said pins to hold them against accidental
displacement.

4. A whiffletree, comprising a bar having
rounded ends, brackets pivotally mounted
upon said bar near said rounded ends anc

I
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5. A whiffletree, comprising a bar having
rounded ends, brackets pivotally mounted
upon said bar near said rounded ends, and
extending rearwardly from said bar, said
brackets having extensions provided with
openings, and presenting recesses between
said extensions, said extensions and said re-
cesses being formed to receive therebetween

-and therein, trace-eyes, hooks carried by said :

bar and each adapted to receive a trace-eye,
keeper pins removably mounted 1 said
openings of said extensions, and serving to
hold the trace-eves in place, said keeper pins
having heads, and flexible members for se-

extending rearwardly from said bar, said | curing them movably to the whiilletree, sald

brackets having extensions provided with
openings, said extensions being formed to
receive therebetween -trace-eyes, hooks car-
ried by said bar and each adapted to receive
a trace-eve, keeper pins removably mounted
in said openings of said extensions and serv-
ing to hold the trace-eyes in place, said
keeper pins having notches, and spring lock-
ino members mounted upon sald bar and en-
oaging said notches to hold said keeper pins
to prevent accidental displacement.

keeper pins having notches, and spring lock-
ing members mounted upon said bar and en-
caging said notches to hold said keeper pins
to prevent their accidental displacement.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

DAVIS HURD.

Witnesses:
J. WirrLiaar O’Briex,

- Jorrx D. CHArIN.
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