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Lo all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Bexsaymix J. Buck-
INGHAM, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at :{Chicago, in the county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Garment-
Holders, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My 1nvention relates to garment holders.

An application of the invention is shown
in the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a single gar-
ment device, Fig. 2 a side elevation of the
same, F1g. 3 a cross section on the line 8—3
of Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 a multiple garment de-
vice. -

Like parts are indicated by the same let-
ter 1 all the figures.

A A are movable fingers of any desired
material, each mounted eccentrically on a
rod B and each provided with a pin C. A
frame, consisting of the bottom D upwardly
turned forward part X and upwardly turned
rearward part I, is adapted to be secured in
position by screws G to the fixed part J.
Each rod B passes through the plate E and
1s fixed in or attached to the plate F. The
pins C C are passed through slots X K in
the plate X. About each of the rods B is
tastened a spiral spring 1, one end of which
M passes over the pin C and the other end of
which N bears against the bottom of the
plate D so as to normally hold the parts elas-
tically in the position shown in Fig. 3. In
Fig. 4, mmtermediate fixed fingers O are em-
ployed and they may be of any desired mate-
rial and may be secured in any desired man-
ner. In this form of the structure, the plates
D, E and F form a ring.

I wish my drawings to be taken as in an
important sense diagrammatic and sugges-
tive, though it does in fact present an actual,
practical form of structure. Of course the
parts could be greatly altered in size, ar-
rangement, shape and relation without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention.

The use and operation of my invention are
as follows: |

When the structure is in proper position

for use, the parts are in the position indi- |

| cated in Figs. 1 and 3, where the two

ngers are held elastically together. A
skirt or other garment can obviously be

easily inserted by pushing it in between the

ngers and raising them slightly against the
action of the springs. Since the fingers are
mounted eccentrically, they do not have to
move away from each other. Any attempt
to.pull the garment downwardly will force
the two fingers more securely together and
prevent such action, but the skirt can al-
ways be moved out easily by sliding it
outwardly or moving it shghtly upwardly.
This action depends on the fact that the
ingers are bodily movable and the smooth-
ness of the action is aided by the fact that
the fingers are elastically forced into their
clamping position. Obviously they put a
very slight pressure on the garment until
something tends to pull it downwardly. I
have shown the fingers as grouped in pairs,

each movable or as associated each with a

fixed finger. They can be arranged in any
desired manner or number. The springs are
not absolutely necessary in every case for the
welght of the finger might be sufficient to
produce the desired result. The exterior sur-

taces of these fingers could, of course, be of

any desired shape, form or material. For
example they could be corrugated or covered
with leather or arranged in any desired
manner so as to either increase the grip
which they would have upon the material of
the garment or so as to weaken such grip.

I claim: | _

L. In a garment holder, the combination
of a frame with a plurality of horizontally
extending clamping fingers free at their
outer ends and held in the frame at their
inner ends, one of each clamping pair bodily
movable laterally with reference to the other,
and a spring device which tends to hold the
ingers together elastically.

2. In a garment holder, the combination
ot a frame with a plurality of horizontally
extending clamping fingers free at their
outer ends and held i1n the frame at thelr in-
ner ends, one of each clamping pair mounted
eccentrically so as to be bodily movable later-
ally with reference to the other, and a spring
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device which tends to hold the fingers to-
oether elastically.

3. In a garment holdel the combmatmn of
a frame, with hOI'lzZO]ilt‘lllY extending clamp-
ng ﬁnﬂ ers free at their outer -ends and held
in the fl ame at their inner ends, one of each

pair being eccentrically mounted on 4 shaft’

> 969,520

and pr ovided with a pr O]eCtIOH and a spl ing
about the shaft which tends to rotate the
finger on its axis toward the opposed finger. 1g

BENJAMIN J. BUCKI\TGHAM
Witnesses:

Epwarp T. Wray,

Tooy A. TALKB\TB}}RG
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