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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwin Harr Huwm-
PHREY, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Corry, in the county of Erie and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Mail-Bag Seal, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. .

The objects of the invention are, generally,
the provision, in a merchantable form, of a
device of the above mentioned class which
shall be inexpensive to manufacture, facile
in operation, and devoid of complicated
parts; specifically, the provision of a device
of the class above mentioned which shall
be adapted to engage a flexible element 1n-
termediate its ends, the engagement being
such that, although the flexible element may
be drawn freely in one direction, a retrac-
tion of the flexible element will be rendered
impossible; other and further objects being
made manifest hereinafter as the descrip-
tion of the invention progresses.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
after described, delineated in the accom-
panying drawings, and particularly pointed
out 1n that portion of this instrument where-
in patentable novelty is claimed for certain
distinctive and peculiar features of the de-
vice, it being understood that, within the
scope of what hereinafter thus 1s claimed,
divers changes in the form, proportions, size,
and minor details of the structure may be
made, without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in-
vention.

Similar numerals of reference are em-

ployed to denote corresponding parts
throughout the several figures of the draw-
INgs: '

In the accompanying drawings:—IFigure
1 shows my invention in perspective, secured
upon a mail-bag; Fig. 2 shows the 1nven-
tion in transverse section; Fig. 3 1s a detaal
perspective of the casing and of the label
disk which is assembled therewith, the parts
being spaced apart vertically, better to illus-
trate the structure; Fig. 4 is a detall per-
spective of the clip.

In carrying out my invention,
primarily,
panying drawings, 1s denoted generally by
{he numeral 2. This casing 2 1s composed
of telescopic members, in the form of shal-
low cups, the outer of the telescopic members

I provide,

being denoted by the numeral 3, and the in- { with

a casing, which, in the accom-

I
!

| ner of said members by the numeral 4. The

outer member 3 is provided with openings
6, preferably disposed diametrically oppo-
site to each other in the flange portion of the

member, and between the openings 6 1s lo-

cated a third opening, which is denoted by
the numeral 5. In fashioning these open-
ings 5 and 6 an outstanding bur 7 1s provided,
so that the edges of the openings 5 and 6 may
not sever accidentally, the flexible element 8,
which is passed through them. In connect-
ing the flexible clement with the casing, one
end 9 of the flexible element is passed In-
ward through the opening 5, and knotted, or
otherwise enlarged within the casing 2, to
prevent the withdrawal of the flexible ele-
ment from the casing. The intermediate
portion of the flexible element 8 extends
through the

3, whereby

is formed, in the flexible ele-
ment, a loop 10, which, as

shown in Fig. 1,

opening 6 in the outer member
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is adapted to engage the mail-bag, or other

receptacle, denoted by the numeral 1.

The inner member 4, which is adapted to
be telescoped within the outer member 3, 18
provided 1in its flange portion with a series
of notches 14, alined with the openings 9
and 6 in the flange of the outer member, the
notches 14 preventing the member 4 from
severing the flexible element, when the parts
are telescoped. In Fig. 3 the elements com-
prising the casing are shown as being spaced
apart. After the member 4 has been intro-

duced within the member 3, the member 9,
is overbent to form a flange

at 1ts periphery,
11, serving to hold the member 4 in place
within the hollow member 3. Superposed
upon the member 3 and engaged by the
flange 11 of the member 4, 1s a label disk 12,
which may be fashioned from pasteboard
or like material. -
Passing now to a detailed description oif
the clip 15, it will be seen, upon an exam-
ination of Figs. 2 and 4, that the said chp,
broadly speaking, is U-shaped, being bent
upon itself to form arms 17 and 18, the arm
17 being slightly longer than the arm 18.
In its intermediate portion, the clip 15 1s
provided with an opening 16, and through
this opening 16, between the arms 17 and
18 of the clip, longitudinally of the clip,
passes the intermediate portion of the flexi-
ble element 9. The extremity of the arm 17
is upturned as denoted by the numeral 19,
and this upturned portion 19 1s provided

2 V-shaped notch 20. Intermediate 1ts
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extremity and the opening 16, the short arm
1S 1s downbent, as denoted by the numeral
21, to bear upon the flexible element 8, the
extremity of the shorter arm 18 being up-
bent, as denoted by the numeral 22, to con-
tact with the lower face of the top of the
Inner member 4.

In practical operation, the end 9 of the
exible element 8 is passed through the
opening 5 in the member 38, and knotted or
otherwise enlarged within the contour of
the member. The free end of the flexible
elenment 8 is then passed through the open-
mgs 6 in the member 3 and through the
opening 16 in the clip 15, to dispose the in-
termediate portion of the flexible element
between the arms 18 and 17 of the clip and
in the V-shaped notch 20 in the extremity
of the longer arm 17. The inner member 4
1s then mounted in place within the outer
member 3, the label disk 12 being super-
posed upon the inner member 4. The outer

e

nember 3 being in the form shown in Fig. 3,

the same is overbent to form the flange 11,
shown in IFigs. 1 and 2. This flange serves

to engage the label disk 12, to hold the same

m place, and to force the member 4 to a firm
seat within the member 3, the member 4 en-
gaging, as shown in Fig, 2, the upbent ex-
tremity 22 of the shorter arm 18 of the clip,
causing the said arm to spring downward,
engaging the flexible element 8 and forcing

the same into the V-shaped notch 20 in the

extremity of the arm 17. The device is now
i condition for use, the loop 10 being
placed about the receptacle which it is de-
sired to seal. The free end of the flexible
element 8 is then drawn upon, to contract
the loop 10 about the receptacle, and, it will
be seen, that although the flexible element
may be drawn freely through the casing 1,

to contract the loop 10 about the receptacle,

anl opposite movement of the flexible ele-
ment, to loosen the loop 10 wpon its hold
upon the receptacle, will be impossible,
owing to the engagement between the flexi-
ble element and the notch 20 in the arm 17.
It 1s intended that the person closing the
receptacle, shall write his name or any other
desired record upon the label disk 19.
Owing to the V-shape given to the notch 20,
repeated attempts to enlarge the loop 10 will
result in the severing of the flexible ele-
ment, and this fact, together with the rec-
ord carried by the element 12, will indicate
at once that the receptacle has been tam-
pered with. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent, is:— .

1. A device of the class described com-
prising a telescopic casing; a flexible element
permanently connected at one end with the
casing, and having its intermediate portion’
extended through the casing;

and a resilient

068,665

clip inclosed within the casing and compris-
g spaced parts held under compression by
the casing to engage the flexible element.

2. A device of the class described compris-
Ing a casing including telescopic members,

the outer of said members being peripher-

ally overbent to form a flange to engage the
mner member; a label disk superposed upon
the inner member and engaged by the flange
of the outer member; a flexible element con-

nected at one end with the casing and having

its intermediate portion extended through
the casing; and a resilient clip inclosed with-
in the casing and comprising spaced arms
held under compression by the casing to en-
gage the flexible element. |

3. A device of the class described Compris-

Ing a casing; a resilient clip located within
the casing and bent upon itself to form

arms; and a flexible element connected at
one end with the casing, the intermediate
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portion of the flexible eleiment being extend-

ecl through the casing, and through the clip
longitudinally of the elip and between the
arms thereof, one arm of said clip being ai-
ranged to engage the flexible element within
the contour of the clip to bind the flexible
element against the other arm. '
¢. A device of the class described compris-
Ing a casing including telescopic members; a
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resilient clip located within the casing and

comprising spaced arms; and a flexible ele-
ment connected at one end with the casing,
the intermediate portion of the flexible ele-
ment being extended through the casing and
through the clip longitudinally of the same
and Detween the arms thereof, one arm of
saicl clip being held under compression by
one of the telescopic members, to engage the
flexible element within the contour of the
clip to bind the flexible element against the
other arm.

9. A device of the class described compris-
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Ing a casing including telescopic members; a

resilient clip located within the casing and
bent upon itself to form arms; a flexible ele-

ment connected at one end with the casing,

the mtermediate portion of the flexible ele-
ment being extended through the casing and
through the clip longitudinally of the same

and between the arms thereof, one arm of
said clip being held under compression by

the Inner of the telescopic members to en-
gage the flexible element, and the inner of
the telescopic members being held under
compression by the outer of said members.

6. A device of the class described compris-

Ing a resilient clip bent upon itself to form a
long arm and a short arm, the long arm be-

ing terminally upbent; a casing to inclose
the clip and to engage the short arm thereof ;
and a flexible element connected at one end
with the casing, the intermediate portion of
the flexible element being extended throungh
the casing and through the ¢lip hetween the
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arms thereof, longitudinally of said clip, the
shorter arm being in contact with the flexible
element to hold the same upon the upbent
end of the longer arm.

7. A device of the class described compris-
ing a resilient clip bent upon itselt to form
2 long arm and a short arm, the long arm

_ being terminally upbent and notched i 1ts

10

upbent portion; a casing to inclose the clip
and to engage the short arm thereof; and a
flexible element connected at one end with
the casing, the intermediate portion of the
flexible element being extended through the

casing and through the clip between the
arms thereof and longitudinally of the same, 15
the shorter arm being in contact with the
flexible element to hold the same in the
notch of the longer arm.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 29
in the presence of two witnesses. -

EDWIN HALL HUMPHREY.

Witnesses: |
Wwum. P. DrCxER,

NaTEmaN 5. CovEY.
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