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“declare the following to be a full, clear, and |
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“ence being had to the accompanying draw-
“ings, which forin a part of this specification.

‘specified wherein the adjustment to secure
.the desired compression may.be made from

bed the adjustment may be madé while the

invention and .of its various objects, includ-

- wherein :

wearer; Fig. 2 is a rear view of the complete

porter before the detachable binder or belt
 1s applied ; and Fig. 6 1s a side view showing
~ the complete supporter in the position which |
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To all whom: it may concern:’ v

Be it kngwn that I, Laura N. | SAEMANN, l

a citizen of tlre United States, residing at |

Oak Park, county of Cook, State of Illinois,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Abdominal Supporters, and

exact description of the same, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
pertains to make and use the same, refer-

MylHVentwn has for its object to pro-
vide 4 simple“and comfortable device ‘for
effectually supporting the abdomen or for

producing pressure over any desired area on

- A further @bj’“&(—:ﬁf -'Qf ' 11_13% iiﬁréntion wto
producé a device' of the character above

‘the front thereby making it cofitenient for
the wearer to obtain the desired compres-
sion and, in the case of a patient who 1s 1

patient is lying on his back gy that the
various organs are in the most desirable
 The various. features of novelty whereby
my invention is characterized will herein-
after be pointed out with particularity in the
claim; but for a full understanding of my

ing those enumerated and others, and ad-
vintages, reference ray be had to the fol-
lowing detailed deseription. taken 1n .con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a front view of a supporter
embodying my invention showing-it in the
position which it takes upon the body of the

supporter shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 8 1s a view
of the belt or binder flattened out; IKigs. 4
and 5. are views corresponding to Kigs. 1
and 2 showing the body member of the sup-

it assumes on the body of a wearer. _
~ Referring to the drawings, A represents
the body member of the sup{portel: which 1s
preferably made of some soft flexible mate-
rial and is shaped so as to fit snugly aboul

the body of a wearer. The adjustment of |
-the body member may be efiected in any |

‘displaced.
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suitable way as; for example, by means of a

lacing B connecting_ the free ends of the
body members together at the back. . The

‘body member is cut with integral exténsions
C at the lower end thereof which, together
with strap member C’, form leg straps adapt-

60

ed to pass around the thighs of the weareprand . -
a1d 1n holding the body member: properiy lo-

cated upon the person of the wearer.. It

will be seen that by making parts of the leg

straps integral ' continuations. of the. body
member disagreeable  joints or seams:are . .
‘avolded and

£

patient due to.cutting at,the points.shere

the leg straps. join the body member. = Fur-
thermore, the arrangement causes the thigh

straps to lie smooth. .

M ' .

In accordar
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vide,the body member with a stiff. inelastic
“portion D in the. iront thereof, this portion
| being shaped . to suit.the conditions of the

there,is no discomfort to_the

ce with .my invention. I pro-

75

particular case under treatment. . Where the ;.

to the entire abdomeny this portion nwill be

_purpose of the supporter is:to give support .
80

made comparatively lavge, as shown, so as-

practically to cover;the abdomen. . Where

support.for or compression upon some par-

ticular organ s desired. the portion D need
‘not be made as lavge as,1llustrated, it being

in this case sufficient’ to.shape it.so that-it

“will cover the desired:organ jor.part of the

abdomen to be controlled.. In othér words,

the stiff portion:.is shaped .and located: to
meet the requirements of the particular ease
under treatment and-it:1s made a permanent
part of the body member so that the act of

locates the stiffened portion properly with
respect to the organs which it 18 to cover

and when the lacing at the back of the body

member is tightened and the straps are ap-
plied to the thighs, tliere 1s no danger that
the stiffened portion will be accidentally
- The body member is preferably made of
soft elastic material which will permit tlas

“member to be form-fitting and comfortable.

In order to get a considerable pressure over

the area covered by the stiffened portion of

the body member it is therefore necessary
to provide some additional pressure-produc-
ing device; and to this end 1 make use of

may also be made of elastic material. “The

member E is so shaped that it will partially

encircle the body of the wearer with its ends
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placing the body memberiupon the svearer:.
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-a simple, detachable belt or binder ¥ which '

118



I lying n Drommltv to the 81de = |
stiffened portion D. The ends of the belt |

- portion.

3

or -binder are detach ebly secured to the

stiffened portion and some means is provided

§ the belt or binder so as to
esired pull upon the stiffened
The adjustable connectmn and the

for tightenin
produce any

take. any usual or preferred form; there

L0
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tli;htenmg means for the belt may, of course,

being in the arrangement shown a laemcr F

between each engl of the belt or binder and

one edge of the stiffened portion, showing
that the same means serves both as a de-
tachable fastening and as a belt tlghtener
It willjof course, be understood, “however,
that any other desnI ad errengement for at-
taching the belt or bindert and for tlghfemng
it may be employed.

The parts are so. arranged that when the
body member and the belt or binder are

| placed upon the person' of a wearer, the belt

95

or binder rises gradually from. the front
- toward the rear so as to produce at once a.

¢ompression and a lifting action over the
arca covered by the stiffened portion; the

belt or birder lymg perfectly smooth and

flat over the back and hips. "By this ar-

- rangement the supporter serves not only to

30
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Cively.

40

glve compression but acts as a sling 1n which
the abdomen or a. portion thereof is sus-
pended. The detachable member I may be
provided with one ot more ribs ¢ extending
transversely thereof so as to hold it flat and
prevent 1t from Wunklmg when pl -ed in
pesﬂ:mn

Tt will now be seen that I have plowded
a simple, efficient and comfortable supporter

which: may be applied quickly apd effect-
It wall fl'lI‘thElHlOI'g be Seel}i1 that my

improved. supporter may be adjusted- in

- place upon a reclining patient without mak-

45

“1ing 1t neeeesary to move the patient in order

to get the 'proper adjustment or tightness;
this being for the reason that atter the body

member 1s placed in position it is only neces-

S Of the'

' to fit and surround the body
and leg portions adapted to hie upon the

966,863

sary to slip. the belt or bmdet under the
patient and then, connect its ends with] the

_sides of the stiffened portion, the tI%htenmg

rom the
front and permitting the patient ito lie .

of the belf or binder beihg effected

quietly upon his back while it is being done.

| It will also be seen that the supporter may

readily be washed since the body member

and the detachable belt: or bmder may be - -

handled separately.

- 8b -

While I have. descmbed In detail only a

single preferred form of my invention I do

not desire to bé limited to the str uctural
‘details illustrated and. described, but intend

covering all forps and armnfremenls which

fall within the terms employed in the defini--
tions of my invention constltutmrr the

appended claim.

~What I claim 1is:

In an abdominal support, an elastic form
fitting member cut from a single piece of
eladtic material and having palts adepted
of a wearer

inner side and partially {surround the thighs,
there being.a stiff non-elastic portion per-

manently secured.in-the front of said mem-
‘ber in position to overlie a portion of the:

abdomen, straps connected to thé thigh en-
gaging pmts and coOperating therewith to
encircle the thighd and hold said member
properly positioned upon the person of the
wearer, a detachable belt adapted to extend

‘around the back of the wearer qnd having its

ends lying adjacent to said non-elastic por-
tion, and means for adjustably connecting
the ends: of said belt to said non-elastic
portlen —

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
t1011 n the presence of two witnesses.

LAURA N SAEY[A\ N.

Witnesses:
Wi, F. FBJ:UDE\RPICH,
‘RuBy Brynars.
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