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To all whom 1t may concern: |
Be it known that I, Bexepicr N. Hurzer,

a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of the city of New Ymk borough of

Brooklyn, county of Kings, and State of
New York, have 11wented certain new and

useful Im rovements in Ball-Frames for

Pool and Bllhard Tables, of which the fol-

lowing 1s a full, clear, and exact specifica-
tion, reference bemcr had to the accompany—-
ing drawings, wherein—

lT‘1gure 1 1s a perspeetwe View of the
frame, constructed according to my inven-
tion; Fig. 2 a plan view thereof, part of the

front side being broken off to dlsclose the
locking plate; I‘lo' 3 a bottom view of the

bottom part of the frame; Fig. 4 1s a detail
view, drawn on an en1a1 O*ed smle showing

the SpI‘lIlO bolt, set in the front 51de of the

frame.

My
tables and consists of the herein shown, and
further more fully described ball frame for
such tables, the ob]ect thereof being to pro-
vide a device for collecting and arranging

the balls and then transfer the balls ar-

ranged for the game upon the table 1in such
alr‘mo'ed position, thereby dispensing with

the heretofore necessary piling in of the balls |
into the frame, and arranging them on the
pool table, and obviating, not only the at- |

tending noise, but also the damage resulting

therefrom to the balls and to the covering

and the base plate of the pool table.

My improved ball frame consists of the
sides @, b, and ¢ and of the bottom piece .
The sides ¢ and b are wider than the side C,
and grooves ¢ are provided therein running
parallel to the edges of the sides ¢ and b, and
extending throughout their entire length.
Corner blocks A are inserted in the joints of
sides @, b, and ¢ to strengthen them. The
bottom part d has its edges , corresponding
in location to the sides a and D of the frame,
beveled and fitted 1nto the grooves e there-
of. On the underside of this bottom part ¢
a strip ¢ of rough cloth or of some similar

material is applied, the object whereof is ex-

plained in describing the use of my im-
proved device. In addition, a plate ke, hav-
ing an aperture or depresswn k', 1s affixed
at the edge / of the bottom part <, and a
Spring- bolt m is set in the side ¢ of the
frame, In a corresponding position to plate

:0‘ alne,
_table within the sides of the frame results

1n great wear upon the cloth covelmg the

invention relates to billiard and pool

iy

| part ¢ when inserted in grooves ¢, against

dropping out accidentally.

The ball frames, heretofore used, consist
of only the sides a, Z) and ¢, all of which are
equally wide. W hen used this frame 1is

placed on the billiard table and the balls are

filled 1n, into the space, inclosed by the sides
of the flame from the basket, into which

they were collected during the preceding
The falling of the balls upon the

table, and at times also dents are made into
the ta,ble This manner of forming the balls
15 also productive of considerable noise and

 results frequently in cracking them. To

avoid this T have devised the above described
frame, wherein the balls may be placed suc-
cesswely as they are removed from the
table, or into which they may be collected,

as they are now collected on some tables,
provided with runways from the pockets,

into a basket, and the balls formed therein
for a new ame The frame, with the balls
held therein by 1ts bottom, is placed upon the
table, the balls arranged therein as desired,
and then the balls are shid off, of the bot-
tom, and 1n their place upon the table, by
2 push upon the side ¢ in the same manner
as the balls are placed 1n their position on
the table with the frames heretofore used,
after they have been arranged.

The bottom part d of my improved frame
1s pressed upon the table by the weight of
the balls thereon and the strip 7 of cloth, or
other similar material, being in frictional
contact with the cloth of the table, holds 1t
in place when the pushing force i is applied
to the side ¢ of the frame. The sides a, 0,
and ¢, with the balls between them, are
moved by the push, but the bottom part d of
my improved frame stands still and slides
out from the grooves ¢ of the sides ¢ and b
of the frame. After the balls are positioned

on the table, the sides of the frame and the

bottom are plcked up, the bottom 1s shd in
again and the frame may then be placed un-
derneath the runway, or wherever desired,

and is ready to again receive the balls re-
‘moved from the table during the game.

To avoid an accidental dr0pp1n0° out of
the bottom when handling it, the plate Z,
with the depression or recess %7,
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spring-bolt 7 are provided. Plate ke 1s ap-

ke, to engao*e therewith and hold the bottom | plied to the bottom part & and spring-bolt m 110




o

1s inserted 1n .t-he:' side ¢ of the frame. - This |

spring-bolt consists of the bolt m, collar o se-
cured to the head thereof, and spring »
coiled on the stem of the bolt. The spring-
bolt is set in bore n (see Fig. 4) in side ¢ of

the frame; the spring p is set to press bolt

- m outwardly and to drive it into the depres-

“my improved ball frame must, when taking
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29
bles, comprising three sides, two of which

sion, or aperture %’, when the bottom part ¢
is inserted in the frame, as explained. It
this locking device is employed, the user of

hold of the side ¢ of the frame, to push oil
the balls with the sides of the frame, as
above explained, press upon the bottom part
d, at or near the plate %, with the index fin-
oer of his hand, to release the bottom part ¢
from the side c.

advantageous, is not essential, and in place

“of the particular locking device herein shown
and described any other locking device, suit-
able for the purpose, may be employed.

T claim as my invention:
1. A ball frame for pool and billiard ta-

are wider than the third, joined together;

" grooves in the wider sides underneath the

30

Jower edge of the narrower side, and a tri-

angular plate having two of its edges fitted

966,552

into the gmoifes;, and fbfming’ the bottom ot

“the frame; a frictional retaining device upon

the underside of the plate, substantially as
herein shown and described.

9. The combination with ball frame for
pool and billiard tables, comprising three
sides, two of which are wider than the third,
joined together; grooves in the wider sides
“underneath the lower edge of the narrower
‘side, and a triangular plate, having two of

il

its edges fitted into the grooves, and forming
the bottom of the frame; means for locking

3. The combination with ball frame for
pool and billiard tables, of a correspond-
ingly shaped bottom plate therefor, a fric-
tional retaining device upon the underside
of the plate, and means for removably se-
curing the bottom part to the sides of the
frame, so that it may be disengaged by push-

the plate to one side of the frame, and a fric-
tional retaining device upon the underside of
the plate, substantially as herein shown and
described. | - | '

1 If desired a slide may be |
provided on the bolt, to be operated by the
thumb of the hand. This feature, while very
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ing off the frame, substantially as herein

shown and desqribed.

BENEDICT N. HUTZEL. «

Witnesses: o
- RoBerT A. PIPER,
M. A. HErMKE,
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