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To all whom it may concern:

TON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Baltimore city, State of Maryland, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Garment-Fasteners, of which the
following is a specification. . :
My invention relatées to fastenings for

gloves and garments, especlally the gar-

ments worn by ladies and children such as
waists, dress bodies, etc., and the object of
the mvention is to provide an improved fas-

tening for such use as a substitute for the

ordinary hooks and eyes heretofore used.
Heretofore the eye of an ordinary hook

- and eye fastening has been engaged by a

hook and has been constructed to lie flat
upon the material to which it was attached.

- In order to engage the hook with the eye it
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‘was necessary to pass the point of the hook
beyond the eye so that it might be inserted |

therein and then brought back to cause the

~ engaging bar or end of the eye to contact
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‘with the engaging bar of the hook. This
required that there should always be slack

enough 1n the parts to be secured together
to permit the hook and eye to be moved
beyond each other and then drawn back to
make the engagement. For this reason a
snug fit of the garment, secured by such fas-
teners, has been Impossible. With the use
of this invention, however, such slack is an-
necessary for the reason that instead of
using a hook, I use a ball or similar device
and 1instead of the ordinary eye, I use a
spring eye with a ring at the end to engage
over the ball, thus preserving the prattical
advantages of the ordinary hook and eye

Tfastening as to cheapness.and -easy attach-

ment and at the same time securing the ad-
vantage of a connection between the two
parts of the fastener by the direct movement
of one upon the other, when the parts to be
secured together are brought into a position

which brings one member of the fastening

immediately over the other, dispensing with

the necessity of passing one beyond the |

other and again slacking up as heretofore.

~ The ball member of my fastening will be

preferably attached to the garment or ma-
terial with which the fastener is'employed,
by sewing, but may be also secured thereto

by means of a metal fastener. The member

substituted for the eye in my fastening may

[ other suitable means and is preferably made
Be it known that I, Hexry S. BrEwIiNg-

from spring wire in order to provide a re-
silient ring to engage over the ball member.

In order that the construction and opera-
tion of my invention may be understood, I 60
have 1llustrated an embodiment thereof in
the accompanying drawing, in which—

. Fagure 1 represents a view of two parts of
a garment having my improved fastener se-
cured thereto with the parts in engagement. 85
I1g. 2 represents an enlarged detail view of
the two parts of the fastener engaged with
each other, but unattached to a garment.
Figs. 3 and 4 represent similar views of the
pall member and eye member, respectively, 78
detached from each other. Fig. 5 represents
a plan view of my fastener provided with
modified means for the attachment of the
‘pall member to the material, and Fig. 6 rep-
resents a view of the fastener of ¥Fig. 5 In 75
elevation, secured to a garment, the parts
- of the material of the garment being shown
i 1N section. |

fiake reference characters mark the same
-barts wherever they occur in all the figures 86
of the drawing. -

Referring specifically to the drawing, 1
represents the spring eye. It has at its rear
end, eyes 2 by which it is adapted to be se- |
cured to the surface of the material or gar- 86
ment upon which it is to be used, by sewing
or other preferred means. The body of the
Spring eye consists of two parallel portions
3 of wire, bent into contact with each other
irom the attached eyes 2 to the ball engag- 20
ing eye 4, the latter being substantially cir-
cular and of slightly less diameter than the
greatest diameter of the ball member 5 of
the fastener, whereby by squeezing the eye

4 down upon the head or ball 5, the longi- 95
| tudinal portions 3 of the body will yield and
separate from each other, thus enlarging the
eye 4 suiliciently to permit it to pass over
the ball 5 after which the resiliency of the
parts 3, 8 will cause them to return to their 1600
positions of contact with each other and thus
decrease the diameter of the encaging eye 4
and cause 1t to clasp the neck of the ball 5
snugly and prevent said eye from slipping
over the ball under ordinary strains. 105
6 and 7 represent the two parts of a glove
or garment to be secured together by this
fastener. In Figs. 1, 2 and 8 the ball mem-
per 1s provided with a flange 8 having aper-

75 be secured to the garment by sewing or any | tures 9 of any desired form, to receive 110




stitches 10 by which it may be secured to
the material. The attaching eyes 2, 2 of the

- eye member are preferably secured to the
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portion 7 of the material of the glove or
garment by means of stitches 14.

By reason of the lengthening of the body
of the eye in the form of bars 3, 3, the en-
largement of the engaging eye 4, in order to

pass it over the ball 5, will be permitted

without disturbing the fastening of the eyes
2, 2, to the material of the garment, the
length and resiliency of the parts 3, 3 per-
mitting of their separation under the strain
of passing the eye 4 over the ball without
in any wise affecting the position of the
eyes 2, 2 when secured to the carment.

The means hereinbefore described for se-
curing the ball member to the material, by
means of stitches, is probably nreferred, but

1t is obvious that any other known means

may be used, such, for instance, as that
shown in Figs. 5 and 6, wherein the ball
member is provided with a flange 12 which
lies upon the face of the material 6 and with
a second flange 13 beneath the material hav-
ing an eyelet portion 14 passing into and
spread within the ball 5 1n a well known
manner to secure the parts of the ball mem-

‘ber together and to the material.

I prefer that the eye member be made of
spring wire and 1n one piece and shaped
substantially as represented, the attaching
eves 2 being formed by turning the ends of
the wire and the yielding properties being
provided for the engaging eye 4 because of

the length and resiliency of the body mem- |

bers 8, but I do not confine myself specific-
ally to the exact form shown and described.
Neither do I confine myself to the exact
method of attaching the eye member to the

material for the reason that the form of the |

attaching vortions, in this instance, the at-
taching eyes 2, might be changed without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention. It is also obvious that other
methods, not described, for securing the ball

- member to the material, will clearly fall

within the scope of the present invention. -

The described fastener is especlally adapt- |

066,406

ed as a substitute for the hook and eye as
one member will engage the other by being
simply brought in line therewith and pressed

upon it and when thus engaged, the strain

or separating pull is brought upon the neck
of the ball member, such draft tending to
more securely engage the two members to-
gether, by causing the diameter of the en-
gaging eye 4 to be further contracted and to
press upon the neck of the ball with greater
force. - - - -

By forming the eyes 2 abutting against
each other, and extending the parallel por-
tions 3 from the abutting sides of said eyes
I provide an unyilelding fastening means,
the resiliency of the parallel portions 3 com-
mencing where the formation of the eyes 2
ceases. Thus, when the spring eye 4 is ex-
panded the lateral strain on the eyes 2 is
obviated, reducing the strain upon the at-
taching threads to a minimum said strains
being the cause of. detaching the fastener
from the fabric. |

Having described the invention, what is
claimed as new, 1s—

In a fastener of the character described,
an eye member adapted to engage a ball
member, embodying a circular spring eye
with an uninterrupted contour and open at
one side only, attaching eyes, and elongated
resilient members connecting said spring eye
and the attaching eyes, said elongated resil-
ient members normally lying in contact with

each other throughout their length and

adapted to be forced apart when the spring
eye i1s expanded, and extending between the
attaching eyes, forming an elongated abut-
ment between said attaching eyes, whereby
they dre prevented from' rotating, and the

ends of said attaching eyes bent into engage-

ment with the elongated resilient members,
forming & fulerum point for the elongated

members at which their expansion will stop.

In testimony whereof I afix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
- HENRY S. BREWINGTON.
Witnesses: -
Mary M. Magraw,
Ricrarp E. PRrEECE.
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