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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Lexxa R. Winsrow,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of

Illinois, have invented a new and useful
Independent - Ballot, - Voting Mechanism,
(Case H3,) of which the following is a

speciiication.
The invention relates

and  particularly to independent voting
mechanism by means of which it is possible
to cast independent ballots or ballots for
non-nominated candidates when, for in-
stance, with reference to the election of
Presidential electors it is desired to substi-
tute non-nominated candidates for all or for
some of the candidates proposed by any
given party.

In the construction of voting machines it
1S sometimes found expedient to provide
means for casting what may be termed a
general vote for all the Presidential electors
nominated by a given party by one opera-
tion, or by the operation of a single key
mstead of voting independently for each
clector nominated by g given party, this
plan being adopted in some instarnces n
orcer to save space in the machine, and un-
der these circumstances it beconies clesirable
to provide means whereby an independent
ballot may be cast when it ig the cdesire of
the voter to drop the names of some ol the
electors chosen by his party, or to substitute
other names for some of those electors who
have been nominated on his party ticket.

It 15 the object of the present mvention to

provide for such a selective voting without
unduly complicating the voting machine.
- Further objects and aclvantages of the in-
vention will appear in the following descrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
cialms, it being understood that various
changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may bhe re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the acivantages of this
Invention.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a face view
of the machine.
tional view of the same. F1g. 3 15 a detail
front view of the independent elector voting
mechanism. Tig. 4 is a vertical sectional
view of the same. TFig. 5 is a horizontal Sec-

to voting machines,

tional view of the means for controlling the | replacing mechanism

[

K1g. 2 is a horizontal sec- |

Tl

independent elector voting mechanism. TFig.
6 15 a detail view of the cradle.

Similar reference characters indicate coT-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawing,

In the illustrated embodiment of the in-
vention the voting keys 50 in the uppermost
horizontal series constitute the operating
elements of the means for voting for Presi-
dential electors as denominated on Fig. 1
of the drawings, and at the left of this series
of keys is arranged a device generally desig-
nated by the numeral 51 and controlled by
the key 52 for casting independent ballots
(1t being understood, of
course, that whereas the casting of votes for
Presidential electors have been chosen as
an example of the usefulness of the mechan.
1sm forming the subject-matter of this in-
vention, the same device may be used in
casting independent ballots for any other
class of nominees such as aldermen, magis-
trates, ete).

The independent voting mechanism con-
sists essentially of a bracket 53 with which

‘communicates a guide or hopper 54 in which

1s arranged a series of ballot holders 55
cach designed to hold a ballot of paper or
like material, said holder consisting of g
short length of tubing of any desired diam-
eter, and the holders being aclapted (under
the control of mechanism hereinafter de-
scribed) to be dropped one at g time into
a recelver or receptacle 56 located beneath
the bracket 53. Tocated in the bracket and
obstructing the passage of the ballot holders
from the guide through said bracket is g

reversible delivering mechanism 57 consist-

Ing, in the construction lustrated, of an ap-
proximately semi-tubular rocker or cradle,
having its spindle 58 suitably mounted in
bearings on the casing and provided with a
crank arm or disk 59 which is connected by
a link 60 with a pin 61 on the key 52.
Preferably provision is made for lost mo-
tion between the key and the link by pro-
viding the latter with a slot 62. The opera-
tion of drawing the key 52 outward to the
position indicated by dotted lines in g, 5
serves to reverse the rocker 57 and thus de-
postt the contained ballot holder in the re-
ceptacle 56 while preventing the column of
ballot holders from escaping from the guide.
When the key 52 is replaced by any suitable
which may be pro-
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vided for that purpose and which in the |

construction illustrated, includes a crank 63

and replacing bar 64 operating in connec-

ton with a lateral projection 65 on the key
59, the rocker is returned to its normal po-
ition to receive the next ballot holder pre-
paratory to a subsequent operation by a suc-
ceeding voter. The construction of the re-

placing mechanism forms no part of the

present invention, and, therefore, is 1llus-

trated only diagrammatically, as also 18 sult-

able interiocking mechanism indicated at 66
in Fig. 2, to provide for preventing the op-
eration of the independent controlling key
%0 after one of the keys 50 devoted to Presi-
dential electors has been operated, and also
to prevent either of the keys 50 from being
operated while the key 52 1s in its advanced
or withdrawn position.

Tn connection with the above described
mechanism and as a means of preventing
improper or fraudulent operation of this
part of the mechanism there 1s mounted on

- the key 52 a locking pawl 67 having a pro-

20

30

390

59

jection or shoulder 63 for engagement by
the bar 64 of the replacing mechanism, and
adapted in one position of the pawl to be
disposed in the path of the forward move-
ment of this bar. Also in the path of move-
mment in opposite directions of a tail 69 of
the pawl 67 are arranged stops 70 and 71,

on which the former may consist of 2 rod,

as shown, while the latter consists of a fixed
portion of the frame Or casing, sald stops
being so positioned with reference to the
pawl or other operating parts of the device
that when the key 52 is drawn forward from
ihe full line to the dotted line position indi-
cated in TFig. 5, the tail of the pawl will
strike the stop 71 and thus throw the pawl
‘o the dotted line position indicated in Kig.
5, with its projection or shoulder 68 1n the
path of the replacing or operating bar 064,
and whereby when the key 1s returned from
‘ts dotted to its full line position indicated
in Fig. 5 by the rearward movement of the
bar 64 acting against the projection 65 the
tail of the pawl 67 will come in contact with
the stop 70 and thus return the pawl to the
full line position indicated in Fig. 5 out of
the path
the voter draws the key 50 for the purpose
of casting an independent ballot and thus
delivers a ballot holder from the guide the

key is automatically locked against replace- |

of the bar 64. Therefore, when |

|

}

"mechanism

ment because the shoulder 68 of the pawl 1s
in engagement with the bar 62 and the lat-
ter, by reason of mechanism not forming a

‘part of this invention but designed to move

cnid bar rearwardly only when the voter

| Jeaves the booth, is immovable by the voter

s0 long as he remains within the booth or in
position to operate the voting mechanism.
The rearward movement of the bar 64 re-
places the key, disengages the pawl 67 and
returns the ballot delivering mechanism o
its normal position.

Having thus described the invention, what

I claim 15—
1. In a voting machine having nominated

and independent voting keys arranged 1N
single candidate series, replacing element
tor the keys, said element serving to restore
the keys to initial position after each opera-
tion, a pawl carried by the independent key
-nd movable into engagement with sald re-

placing element as the key completes 1ts out-

wward stroke thereby locking the key from
return movement, a ballot holder oulde, &
delivery rocker arranged at the lower por-

| fion of said guide for receiving and dis-

charging the successively lowermost ballot
holders, and means operatively connecting
<aid rocker to the independent key whereby
<aid rocker is locked in discharging position
at the completion of the outward movement
of the key. ' |

9. In a voting machine having nominated
and independent voting keys arranged 1n
single candidate series, a replacing element
for said keys, a pawl carried by the 1nde-
pendent key, a pair of stops arranged to be
engaged by said pawl to shift the latter imnto
and from engagement with the replacing
olement at the limits of the movement of
the key, a ballot holder ouide, a discharge

lowermost ballot holders from the guide, a
shaft extending from the rocker, a crank
earried by said shaft, and a link forming a
connection between the crank and the incle-

- pendent key.

In testimony

L v :
my own, I have hereto a ixed my signature
in the presence of two Witnesses.

LENNA R. WINSLOW.

Witnesses:
AcuaiLie BAFFETTI,

. KEELER.

for delivering the successively

that I claim the foregoing as
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