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" To all whom it may concern:
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Be 1t known that I, Frang M. AustiN, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Beaverton, in the county of Washington
and State of Oregon, have made certain new
and usetul Improvements in Gopher-Guns,
of which the following is a specification.

This mvention is an improvement in so-

called gopher guns; and the invention con-

sists 1n certain novel constructions and com-
binations of parts as will be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a side view
partly in section of a gun embodying my in-
vention; Fig. 2 1s a detail section on about
line 2—2 of Fig. 1, parts being omitted ; and
Fig. 8 is a cross section on about line 3—3
of F1g. 1; Fig. 4 is a detail front view, parts
being broken away. '

My gun as shown comprises a main frame
A which 1s shown as having the side bars A’
united at their upper ends by a rounded loop
A* and extending throughout the major por-
tion of their length side by side and spaced
shghtly apart to receive between them the
hammer B and the ends C” of the clasp C
which secures a barrel D in position. The
rounded upper end A? of the main frame
forms a convenient handle for manipulating
the device, and the barrel D is clasped by
the clamp C and has its arms C’ riveted at
C? to and between the arms A’ of the main
frame A. At their lower ends the arms A’
are brought close together as best shown in
Fig. 2 and one of these arms is provided with
an extension A® to which the trigger E is

pivoted at X" as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of

the drawing. This trigger K is provided at
I£% with a notch receiving one end of the arm
B’ of the hammer B, the said hammer being
pivoted at B® and having its other arm
formed at B® to operate as a hammer upon
the firing pin presently described. The
trigger E has an extending arm X3 which
may be hifted to disconnect the trigger from
the hammer and release the latter so it may
be operated by its spring F to strike the fir-
ing pin ¢ 1n the operation of the invention.
A trigger rod E* depends from the arm E?

- of the trigger and may be provided with a

block or piece of wood, cork or other mate-
rial as shown at Ef which may be lifted by
the animal as 1t passes below the trigger rod,
thus tilting the trigeer upwardly at 1ts lower
or right hand end as shown in Iig. 1 and re-
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leasing the hammer B which may be oper-
ated as before described.

The main frame is pivoted between up-
wardly projecting arms H’ of the sections H
of the supporting fork or standard by
means of the bolt I whose nut I’ may be
tightened sufficiently to clamp the lower end
of the main frame between the arms II’7 of
the support with sufficient tension to secure
the main frame 1n any suitable position to
which 1t may be adjusted relatively to the
support. This- will be understood- from
If1gs. 1 and 2 of the drawing. By this form
of connection between the main frame and
the support the main frame can be conven-
lently set to and secured in any desired po-
sition. '

The gun D has 1ts barrel D’ clamped as
before described and this barrel is open at
1ts upper end to receive the breech D? which
screws on the threaded end oi the barrel
anc operates to clamp the bead J’ of the
cartridge J to the upper end of the barrel
D’ when the parts are applied as shown in
Fig. 1. This breech block has an opening
for the firing pin  which is operated by
the hammer and fires the cartridge when
struck in the operation of the invention and
the breech block may be readily removed and
replaced whenever desired to renew the
charge of the gun.

The construction is stmple, easily adjusted
to any suitable position, can be conveniently
tolded I compact form when not in use and
efficiently serves the purpose for which it is
desired.

I claim:

1. An apparatus substantially as de-
scribed comprising a support having up-
wardly projecting arms, a main frame com-
posed of a bar bent at its middle and hav-
ing at such point a rounded loop connec-
tion and having its side bars parallel and
spaced apart throughout a major portion of
their length, and clamped at their lower
ends between the upwardly projecting arms
of the support, one of said arms being ex-
tended at its lower end, a trigger pivoted
to such extension of the arm and having a
seat for a part of a hammer, a hammer
pivoted between its ends and the side bars
of the main frame and arranged at one end
tor engagement by the trigger and having
a hammer portion at its other end, a gun

| having a barrel and a breech block secured
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on one end thereof and adapted to clamp a
cartridge bead against such end of the bar-

rel, said breech block having a firing pin
arranged to be struck by the hammer, a
spring actuating the said hammer and a

barrel holder havmo a clamp embracing the

barrel and secured between the arms of the
malin frame, all substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

2. An apparatus substantially as de-
scribed comprising a support, a main frame
pivoted at one end to said support and ex-
tending thence and having parallel side bars
spaced apart throughout a major portion of

15 their length, a b‘LI‘lel arranged on one side

064,367

Cof said frame and approximately parallel

therewith, a clamp embracing the barrel and
secured to the main frame, a hammer pivot-

ed to the main frame and between the bars

thereot and having at one end a head to

operate 1n connection with the barrel and
having its other end extending along the
opposne side of the main frame from the
barrel and a trigger for holding and releas-

ing said hamme]:, Substantlally as set forth.

FRANK M. AUSTIN.

Witnesses:
Georce THYNG,

. W. Capy.
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