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1o all whom it may concern: -
- Be 1t known that I, Cmartes W. Spaurp-
ING, & citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Clinton, in the county of Ken-
nebec and State of Maine, have invented a
new and Improved Extension Step-Ladder,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description. T
My invention relates to ladders,

_ and the
device 1s arranged for use as a step ladder,
a support for a shelf being pivoted to the
main section of the ladder, the support hav-
mg hooks on its outer face, which are adapt-
ed to be disposed on one of the rounds of the
auxiliary and extensible section of the lad-
der, there being cleats on the rear of the
main section, to which the auxiliary and ex-
tensible section of the ladder is pivoted, the
top step of the ladder having a board hinged
thereto, the board extending laterally be-
yond the sides of the main section of the
ladder, the board being adapted to be sup-
ported on the cleats when 1n a horizontal
position and also being adapted to rest
against the sides of the main section of the

ladder, which extend some distance above

the step to which the board ishinged. When
the board rests against the sides of the lad-

- der, 1t serves as a support for the auxiliary
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and extensible
posed. -
Still other objects of the invention will
appear 1n the following complete descrip-
tion. | -
In this specification I will describe the

section when upwardly dis-

Ereferred form of my invention, but it will

e understood that I do not limit myself
thereto, as I consider myself entitled to all
forms and embodiments of the invention
which may be held to fall within the scope
of the appended claims. ' -

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this speci-
fication, in which similar characters of ref-
erence Indicate corresponding parts in all
the figures, in which— o

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
device erected for use as a step ladder; Fig.
2 1s a sectional view on a smaller scale, show-

ing the ladder when folded; and Fig. 8 is

a view showing the arrangement of the parts

when the auxiliary section is extended up-
wardly.

By referring to the drawings, it will be
seen. that the main section 1 of the ladder

has side members 2, which are held together
by rounds 3, and which have steps 4, dis-
posed thereover, the steps 4 being secured
to the sides 2 of the main section 1. The
sides 2 of the main section 1, extend up-
wardly above the top step 4, and the upper
extremities of these sides 2 are united by a
member 5. To the rear surface of the sides
2 of the main section 1, are secured cleats 6,
to which are pivoted the sides 7 of the aux-
1liary section 8 of the ladder. The sides 7
of the auxiliary section 8 of the ladder are
united by rounds 9. To the top step 4 of
the ladder 1s hinged a board 10, this board
extending laterally beyond the sides 2 of the
main section 1, and inasmuch as the cleats 6
are secured to the sides 2 of the main section,
the width of the board 10 below the plane
of the step 4, the board 10 when disposed
horizontally on the cleat 6, will be found to
lie substantially in the same plane as the
upper step 4. Shelf supports 11 are pivoted
to the sides 2 of the main section 1 of the
ladder, and to these shelf supports 11 are
secured shelf members 12. To the outer
sides of these shelf supports 11 are secured
hooks 18, which are adapted to be disposed
on the ends of one of the rounds 9 of the
auxiliary or extensible section 8, which in
connection with the shelf supports serve to
hold the main and auxiliary sections to the
ladder at a predetermined distance apart and
thereby hold the whole structure in proper
position for use.

When the ladder is to be used to reach ob-
jects at some distance above the top step
of the main section 1, the hooks 13 are re-
moved from the rounds 9 of the auxiliary
section 8 of the ladder, and the shelf sup-
ports 11 with the shelf members 12 then

fall downwardly and when the auxiliary

section 8 of the ladder is free, it is extended
upwardly, which causes the board 10 to rest
against the upper terminals of the sides 2 of
the main section 1, the upper edgeof the board
10 being disposed just below the lower surface
of the member 5. The board 10 in this po-
sition acts as a support for the auxiliary
section 8 of the ladder and it may be rested
against a wall or building, when it is ready
for wuse.

The arrangement of the members forming
the ladder, as has been described, produces
a ladder which may be constructed very
cheaply, one which is extremely strong for
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its weight, and which ig very convenient and
serviceable.

I prefer to secure the member 5 firmly
enough to the sides 2 to permit of 1ts being

used as a step if occasion requires. Hooks
14 are pivoted to the upper round 9 and are
adapted to engage the member 5 when the
auxiliary section 8 of the ladder 1s extended
upwardly. These hooks 14 permit of the
auxiliary section 8 being secured to the main.
section 1 when in extended position, which
enables the user to carry the ladder from
place to place without danger of its closing
unexpectedly. | -
Having thus described my 1nvention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent:

1. In an extension step ladder, in combi-
nation, a main section consisting of side
members with steps therebetween, cleats se-

- cured to the rear face of the side mem-

bers respectively, an auxiliary section con-
sisting of side members and rounds by
which they are united, the side members of
the auxiliary section being pivoted to the
cleats respectively, a shelf member which
is hinged to one of the steps, the shelf mem-
ber extending beyond the side members of
the main section and being adapted to rest
against the cleats and also against the up-
per terminals of the side members of the
main section respectively, and a shelf which
is pivoted to the main section, there being

hooks on the upper surface of the shelf, |

which are adapted to be disposed on one of
the rounds of the auxiliary section. o

9. In an extension step ladder, in combi-
nation, a main section consisting of side

members with steps therebetween cleats se-

cured to the rear face of the side members
respectively, an auxiliary section consist-
ing of side members and rounds by which
they are united, the side members of the
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auxiliary section being pivoted to the cleats

respectively, a shelf member which 1s
hinged to one of the steps, the shelf mem-
ber extending beyond the side members of
the main section and being adapted to rest

45

against the cleats and also against the upper

terminals of the side members of the main
section respectively, a shelf which 1s pivoted
to the main section, there being hooks on
the upper surface of the shelf, which are
adapted to be disposed on one of the rounds
of the auxiliary section, and a hook piv-
oted to the auxiliary section for engaging
the main section above the pivotal connec-
tion of the auxiliary section to the main
section when the shelf member is disposed
against the upper terminals of the main sec-
tion. _ ' S

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

‘two subscribing witnesses.

(HAS. W. SPAULDING.

Witnesses:
Berr N. TOzIER,
Cora A. Dobge.
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