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To all whom 1t may concern: |

Be it known that we, FreEpmrick W.
Prince and Groree K. BivbprLy, citizens ol
the United States, residing at the city and
county of San Francisco and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Lecturers’” Reading-Boxes, of
which the following 1s a specification.

This invention relates to a reading-box for
lecturers, and pertains especially to a device
for holding and illuminating copiles of
lecture manuscript, or the like.

It frequently occurs that ministers, ora-
tors, lecturers, and numerous other public
spealcers, wish to accompany their discourses
with illustrations cast upon a screen by suit-

“able apparatus, and when so dong all lights

must be extinguished 1n the auditorium.

20

20
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35

40
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O

This places an unusual and trying hardship
upon the speakers, and especlally those talk-
ing upon technical subjects, which require a
speaker often to refer to notes in order to

cite figures or statistics, or for any other |

purpose.

It is an object of this invention to devise
a simple, inexpensive apparatus whereby a
public speaker may conveniently carry and
place his manuscript or mnotes; to provide
means whereby he is enabled to deftly and
without being noticed, advance the sheets
or sheet with perfect ease, and to provide
means in combination with the apparatus,
for supplying sufficient light upon the manu-
script to permit the operator to clearly see
the text, and also provide means for pre-
venting any escape of rays of light from the
case. In other words we wish to make 1t
possible for one to read his manuscript 1n
a dark room or hall, without his auditors
being aware of the fact.

The invention consists of the parts and the
construction and combination of parts, as
hereinafter more fully described and
claimed, having reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective of the device,
partly broken away. I'ig. 2 1s a diagram-
matic view, showing the wiring.

The invention as actually embodied in
practice, comprises a case A of suitable
dimensions and shape, preferably covered
exteriorly with leather or other desirable
material, .and having its inner surfaces

~coated with .a dead black pigment, or other

non-reflecting substance. In appearance, the

case which we have frequently used 1s about |

Rod 19 may

- 8 inches square, and has the appearance of a

camera-box.
The case has a top 2 hinged at 3, and pro-
vided with a handle 4 for convenlent han-

dling; when closed the cover 2 is held in

place by a snap-hook 5, or equivalent, se-
cured to a front panel 6, hinged to the case,
and which 1s adapted to be swung down 1n
front of the case A to expose the interior.

When the spring hook 5 has been re-
leased, the top 2 will instantly be raised by
a spring 7, and suitable flexible blinds or
bellows 8 fastened at each side of the top
and to the case, limit the upward movement
of the top and partially shield the Interior
from side view.

Transversely journaled within the case A
are lower and upper reels or spools 9 and
10 respectively, mounted for quick removal
and replacement upon small studs 11, hav-
ing milled heads 12, and upon these reels
may be attached a strip of paper 13 bearing

the text.
In order to wind up the strip 13, the up-
per reel 10 has secured to it a pinion 14

which engages a similar pinion 15 on the
upper end of a vertical shaft 16, which car-
ries at the lower end a gear 17 meshing with
a larger gear 18 fast on a rod 19 mounted
adjacent the bottom of the case A, and pro-
jecting forward beneath the open panel 6.
be actuated by means of a
small knob 20 which the operator turns
from time to time, as he proceeds with the
lecture, thus drawing the paper off the lower
reel, and winding 1t on to the upper.
Suitable means, such as the brake 21,
which is caused to press against the reel 9
by a spring 22, may be employed to keep
the paper taut. -
At any time the lecturer wishes to repeat
or review that portion of the manuscript

60
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or copy which has been wound on reel 10, .

‘he simply has to turn back the lower reel 9

by means of the head 12
stud 11.

An important feature of the device 1s the
provision of means whereby the manuscript
is illuminated independent of any lighting
system in the auditorium, and in such a
manner that no light is wvisible to the
audience. To this end we have mounted
upon the inner surface of the top 2 a small
incandescent electric lamp 23, to which cur-
rent is supplied by wires 24—25 which are
electrically connected to the hinges, so that

of it bearing on

100
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the wires ma,y be entmely concealed by the

leather finish of the case A, and the top 2

‘may be opened or closed Wlth{)ut 1nterrupt~
- m%the current. f -

terior surface of a wall of the case, and is

adapted to be'swung into engagement with

elther of contacts ‘3’8 or. 29, from which con-
10 ductors 80 and 381 are led to- plates
- secured in the case A, and against which bear
the poles of smtable mdependent batterles

| 34—343* these batteries bemg held in posi-
- tion by the rear hinged ‘door 35 of the case.

The purpose of a plurahty of mdepend---:
ent batteries is'to insure agamst the accident |
of having one ba,ttery run otut. © Thus, in' the

19

- event of one battery becommg Wea,]{ the
- operator simply shlfts the switch 27 to the
20

-~ tery.
will usually require both batteries for a long

16 be renewed.
2y
s sufficiently long to engage the poles of the

jhmge 8 to which “wire 25 is secured.
ag + In- Flg
5 -e]ectmca,l

condiictors - and e,lements

3'5‘--‘501761:' bar' 36, to one hmge 8, wire 25, lamp

_"jf;ere 96 to. the switch. When this battg,ry

" is'so enfeebled that the light from lamp s

. insufficient then the- SWltCh will be: thrown | _j}-{ top:

‘over to:contact 29 whmh ‘Wlﬂ close the - Clr=
349?&.

- bar 36, wire 87 to hmge 3, Tine 2h, lamp-23;-|

and fmm thence evei:' f'

LT

40°

cuit through line: 31, plate 38, battery.

wire. 24 to-hinge 8,
- wire:26 to the SWltCh
45 A protector or

~-surround that portion of the llght toward

. _?_:;be provided wheri required.

‘Having thus deseribed” 0111"

ters Patent is—
55

'sprm% “pressed in an ‘outward ‘direction, a-
. flexible flap conrecting. the ends of the tep
60 .With' the" s:uile and mechanism within the-

- box for supportmg :;md operatmg a manu—-

-’scrlpt roll.
COTRTA readm bex havmg a hmged :Eront

-ffand a hmged tﬂp, S&Id fr{mt and t0p a,]:'--

. ’ -' '_'I.I - , '
oL Y . '
! .5-,.,.'.!- oy -
L N .

32—38 .

! tendmg norma,lly to open the top,
-two batteries 34, a conductor 37 carrying-

- ‘current from this plate to connect with. the

are |
5 3:p1a1111.{_,i;.;.-__shown the circnit being as follows: |
- When switch 27 is on contact 28, the current'h' hmged to ‘open out from each other to dls-

flows through wire: 30, plate 32 ba,tter:—"h- 34, | close the interior of the box, mechanism

HE
-

"7 93, wire 94 to the cther hmge 3, and’ thrmlgh

ard 88 of sultable charul
... acter is pivoted at 39 to the cover 2.50 as to |

'
loa -
el Bl = - o

o 111ve1’1t10n
'-i'__jwhat we. clalm &mﬂ demre to secure. by Let-

5. 1. A reading box | having a side and top
_--.___.j--'zhmﬂ'ed to open out:from each ‘other’to dis-
' .close the interior of the box, said top being |-

963,939

-t

‘range d to o en to disclose the interior of
the box, sai connected at its ends with
the side of the ox by a flexible flap, means

| tending normally to open the top, means
rom one hlnge 3 a wire 26 1s 1111:51,1(1 over
‘the case to aiswitch 27. mounted:on. the- in-.

for securing the top and front in closed po-
-sition; and manuscript roll-supporting mech-
._famsm inside the box.

3. A reading-box having a hinged front,
._EL'I'-“'

and a hinged top, said front and top
ranged to open to disclose the interior of
the box, said top connected at its ends with

tendmg normally to open the top, means for

‘ [ .|' .

securing thetop and front in closed position,

.,;_ma,nuscrlpt ro 1—-Supp0rtmg mechanism in-

side the box, mechanism at one end of the
box. for operatlnﬂ* the roll in one direction,

opposite direction.
4, A reading-box hswmfr a hmged front

_ | and a hmged t0p, said. fro;nt and top ar-
- Jecture, and Sometlmes one of them Wlﬂ have'

ranged 'to’open to disclose the interior of

| I the box, said top connected at its ends with
A central. cﬂntact bar 36 s pmwded ‘and

the side of the box by a flexible flap, means

‘means
tfor securing the top and front in closed po-
sition, manuscript roll-supportmg mechan-

1 ism. 111516[{5 the box, and an electric llghtmg_

2 the arra,ngement of the sevemlié system including a lamp “within the box |

9n

*ada,pted to illuminate the manusecript roll.
B A rea,dmg—box having a side and top

‘within the box for suppﬂrtmg and operating
a manuscript roll, an electric: lighting sys-
tem arranged Wlthm the box, with a lamp

18 {}pened ‘and a shield for preventing

“the rays of ‘the lamp from bemg pmjected”

eut51de the box:

—l'

and a’ hmged side foldable into open and

‘closed position, means connecting the-ends
of the tﬂp wﬂ;h the 51des of the box to pres: -
-| vent rays of llght passing out between the
s | ends of the ‘top
"~ ‘the lecturer to: prevent any radmtfon ef llght“"

* rays in his direction, but beirig piv ted; may |
50 ‘be swung to one 31de so that a :new bulb ma,y

I
and’ box. when the top i

ﬂlsp()sed at “an Anclined

tending outside the box having gear con-

w1th1n the box:.

1tnesses

FREDERICK W PBINCE
GE.RGE D BIDDELL

. WltIlBSSES‘ 7 .
“CHARLES R PBNI‘IELLD

ar .

the mde of the box by a flexible flap, means.

and other mechamsm beneath the front When'

| the latter is open to- operate the roll m an
other contact and -so cuts in“the other bat- - :

These batteries being very small, it

'031t10ned o 111um1nate the. mll when tlle"

60 A Teadmgwboﬁ ha,vmg a hmo'ed top,_

65
70
75
80
85

90

100"

105

opened a pmr of winding rolls in the b{jﬁ:'—-f- -
plane a flexible* .
‘strip. connected with the rolls, 'a shaft ex =
115
Tiections with the topmost of said rolls to .
‘wind manuseript on to that roll: from the -
-] other roll, other mechanism for rewmdmg“-i R
‘the strip,’ ‘and hghtmg mears fully housed_,_ A
120
In testlmony Whereof we . have Thereunto I
Set our hands. 111 presence 0f two subscmbmof;;_'__!’ R
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