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To all whom it may concém.'

'UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FREDRICK DUQUETTE, OF NASHWAUE, MINNESOTA.

. §HOE-LACING.,

 Application filed November 19, 1909. Serial No. 528,928.

Be it known that I, FREDRICK Dt_mpmm,
. citizen of the United States, residing at
Nashwauk, in the county of Itasca and

State of Minnesota, have invented new and

which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to improvements 1n
lacing devices primarily. adapted for use In
connection with shoes, but which may be ap-
plied to other devices with equal efficiency,

‘and the object of the invention is to provide

o device of this character which is simple
in construction, easily applied to the tongue

and foxing of an ordinary shoe and whereby -

the ends of the lace may be securely retained

 without the necessity of tying the same.
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oresses, the invention resides in the

With the above, and other objects in-view,

which will appear as the description

~onstruction and combination of parts here-
inafter fully described and claimed.
In the accompanying drawing there has

been illustrated a simple and preferred em-.

bodiment of the improvement, and In

Figure 1 1s a

partial front elevation of
an ordinary shoe

illustrating the 1mprove-

" ment in applied position thereon. Fig. 2 1s
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" 99 Fig. 1. Fi
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- foxing of the
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an enlarged sectional view upon the line

o. 3 is a sectional view upon
the line 3—3 Fig. 2.
sectional view upon the line"4—4 Fig. 3.

Tig. 5 is a sectional view upon the line 5—5

Fig. 1. o
In the accompanying drawing the nu-
meral 1 designates the vamp of an ordinary
shoe. This vamp is provided with the usual
tongue 2, which may be integrally formed
or otherwise connected with the vamp. -
The numerals 3 designate the sides or

foxing are preferably scalloped as 11lus-
trated in Fig. 1 of the drawing. Secured
to the foxing 3 at spaced intervals and In
direct alinement with each otheér are a piu-

rality of eye members 4, a cross section of

~ which appears in Fig. 5 of the drawing,
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~with the foxings 3. The curved or body |

By reference to this figure it will be noted
that the eyes are constructed of a single

‘gtrip of suitable material bent upon itself

and having the extremity of their arms pro-
vided. with openings adapted for the recep-
tion of suitable attaching members 5 where-
by the said members are securely connected

_-

in Shoe-Lacings, of

nals of the lace are adapted to be
‘within a clamping member 9. This clamp-

Fig. 4 1s a horizontal

13 are corrugated or otherwise
“depressions, the bulging
arms being received wit

shoe, and the edges of this

portion
as designated by the numeral 6, whereby
the lacing may be easily drawn without be-
ing interfered with by the sald portion 6.
Secured to the vamp
foxings 8, and central of the tongue 2 18 a

hook member 7 over which the central por-
tion of the lacing

8 is adapted to be posi-
tioned, and irom thence fed in opposite di-

rections through the eyes 5, and the termi-

ing member 9 1s of a peculiar formation and
comprises an outer section or member 10
which is constructed of a single strand of
suitable resilient material bent upon itself
to form a substantially V-shaped structure,

of the eyes 4 18 e’nlfirged and curved-

recelved.
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1 directly below the
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the ends of which are bent inwardly as at 11

and are adapted to contact the side portions
of the said member. These inwardly bent

portions-are each provided with a suitable

slot or opening 12 and
adapted - for
of a second

the said openings are
the forwardly extending arms

V-shaped resilient member 13

80

which is positioned within the outer member

10 and is secured thereto through the me-
dium of a retaining element 14 which also
connects the members with the tongue 2.
The upper portion of one of the arms pro-
vided by the member 10 has a suitable open-
ing and this opening is adapted for the re-

ception of a suitable securing element 15

which also engages the tongue 2 and where-
by the clamp is. effectively retained in posl-
tion upon the said tongue 2. DBy reference
to Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawing it will be
noted that the arms of the V-shaped member
provided with

part of one of the

tion of the opposite arm, and positioned be-
tween these arms and the arms provided by
the member 10 are flattened resilient mem-
bers 16 which effectively aid in forcing the
said arms together. '

Tt will be noted that by bending the arms
of the member 10 upon themselves a sub-

stantial mouth 17 is provided at the top of

the clamp, and when the lace 8 is in proper

‘position within the eyes 5 and upon the hook

7, it will be noted that the ends of the said
clamp when positioned between the arms of

the V-shaped member 13 will be effectively

vetained and the necessity of tying the ends
of the lace is entirely obviated.

From the above description, taken in con-

in the recessed por-.

85
90
95
00
10.5'

110



 nection with the accompanying drawing, it

10

. tages of the invention..

~Iclaim as'new is:— |

15

- being bent inwardly upon themselves to pro- | . 3

_—

cheap and thoroughly effective device for the V-shaped member also constructed of resil-

- purpose Intended, and it is tobe understood. lent material and having its déubled over
that while I have illustrated and described | end secured within the doubled over end of

- the preferred embodiment of the improve- | the outer member and its arms carrugated

ment, as 1t now appears to me, minor details | and their extremities positioned within the

within the scope of the “following. claim, openings of: the bent portions of the first

~ Having thus described the inven_tidn', what |
_A clamp for the ends of a lace comprising
an outer V-shaped member constructed of

resilient material, the arms of said member

- Witnesses:

may be resorted to without departing from [ meimber, and ‘resilient elements bétween tho
“the spirit or sacrificing any of the advan- | arms of the inner member and those of the -
- “outer member, . - R

_ vide a moluth, the inﬁéf:dlj?"-':éxtehding por-
- will be noted that I have provided a simple, | tions of the arms having openings, a second

20’

25

In testimony whereof I affix my - signature -

i 10 presence of two witnesses,

~ FREDRICK DUQUETTE.

- Epwaro. Trompsox,
MicgerL Rano,
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