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To all whom 1t may concern: I

Be 1t known that I, Grorae W. Prextice, |

a citizen of the United States of America,
and a resident of Providence, in the county
of Providence and State of Rhode Island,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements m Garment-Fastening Devices,
of which the tollowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
fastening devices for garments, and it con-
sists essentially of an
made of wire bent to a flat substantially cir-
cular form and constituting the base” por-
tion, its inner end part being bent upward
to form a small loop or hook disposed in a
plane at right angles to that of the base and
terminating in a free end lying normally
lush or even with the underside of the
base, and having the other end portion of
the member extending circumferentially in
tront of and overlapping the adjacent part
of the base for reinforcing the said hook
portion. _ |

It further consists in the combination with
said hook member of a flat eye member of
wire provided with attaching loops, the
bight or bend of the eye adapted to be
Eassed bodily under the free end of said

ook portion and upwardly into the lat-
ter, and when in use resting upon the top
of the base, all as more tully hereinafter
set Torth and claimed.

The object sought to be attained in my
present mvention 1s to produce an Inexpen-
sive, strong, and symmetrical hook member
having its entire base portion adapted to
lie flatwise upon the garment or tabric and
be wholly concealed by the thread or stitches
which secure it to the fabric.

Another object of the invention is to Pro-
vide the member with a hook proper so ar-
ranged that the act of connecting or en-
gaging an ordinary eye member therewith
will cause the latter to be first pressed down-
wardly below the hook’s free end before
entering the hook, the adjacent portion of
the fabric at the same time correspondingly
yielding and returning to its normal posi-
tion immediately thereafter, thus automatic-
ally closing and practically protecting the
entrance to the hook and when in use pre-
venting the eye from being accidentally dis-
engaged.

In the accompanying sheet of drawings,
Iigure 1 represents (in enlarged scale) a
plan or front view of a garment fastening-

integral hook member

‘portion is bent abruptly

device embodying my invention as in’ use.
F1g. 2 is a corresponding side or edge view,
the stitches
view of the main or hook member detached,
and still further enlarged. Fig. 4 repre-
sents a transverse sectional view of the same
talen on line 4 4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a cor-
responding side elevation, viewed in the di-
rection of arrow z, Fig. 3. F1g. 6 is a sec-
tional view similar to I1g. 4, but showing

~n addition the eye member in the act of ha.

g inserted in the hook; the stitches which
would be employed for securing the hook
member to the fabric are for the
clearness omitted, and Fig. 7 is a detached
sectional view similar to Kig. 4, showing a
slight change in construction. -

Referring again to the drawings, A desig-
nates my improved hook member as a whole
and B an eye adapted to be detachably con-
nected thereto. The member A is formed
from a length of suitable wire which is bent
to produce a base a having preferably a sub-
stantially flat circular form. The inner end
_ at right angles to
produce therein the slightly raised loop or
small hook part proper 4: this latter ex-
tends transversely or radially toward the
center of the base, its free end terminating

n an enlargement, as b*, Figs. 8 and 4, dis-

posed 1n a plane common with the base. In

being omitted. Fig. 8 is a plan
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other words the bottom or underside of the

i

ush with the bot-

free end part is even or

‘tom of the base ¢ in respect to the line o 0,

as indicated. The other end portion ¢ of
the member A extends circumferentially
past and 1n front of the adjacent part of the
base from which the hook § is formed, thus
providing means for reinforcing the base at
that point. The said portion a may be

| beveled so as to bear snugly against the cor-

responding part, as clearly shown in Fig. 3.
In lieu of providing the member A with the
extension 0! the latter may be omitted, in
which event the free end of the wire leading
from the inner part of the loop & may ter-
minate at 62 flush with the underside of the
base, substantially as shown in F 12. 7. The
eye or connecting member B is also made of
wire its form being substantially the same as
that of the eyes used in the well-known hook-

‘and-eye fastening devices and is provided

with the usual end loops 1. -
In the practical operation of my improvec
garment-fastening device the member A is
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| secured flatwise upon the surface of a gar-




RS ment or fabrlc f, -the ook portlon b bemg | or modiﬁcations ' of my' '-imprmred ' gdrment
| fastening device may be made therein with-

~ disposed at or near one edge of the fabric.
© The sewing or stitching s (Fig. 1) may ex- |

~tend entirely -around the base ¢ and made

“to conceal the latter if desired.  The fellow

~ member B is-secured to the other edge por-

. tion of the garment or fabric by stitches s

- passing through the loops 7 in the usual
~manner. Now, in order to engage the mem-

o 10

‘bers the bend or body portion of the eye B

is passed over the hook b and its extension

-  or free end and pressed lightly upon the

15

. and into t K, LIE 1aDLe:
- then returning to.its normal or flat posi-

“tion of the thus engaged parts.

25

SRR ‘disengaging - the
.30

- upon to
- accidentally

R  fabric, the latter at the same time yielding |
~at 7t sufficiently (see Fig. 6) to permit the

eye to be drawn under said free end portion

1e space ¢ of thie hook, the fabric

tion. Fig. 2 shows the corresponding rela-
~ In my improved fastening device resili-
ency of .the hook member A is not relied
prevent the member B from being
S 'dlsenga;ged | beca_u'se the IIQWQI‘

‘end of the part b or b? extends below the
‘upper- surface- of the base, on which latter
‘the eye member normally rests when in use.
~ There is comparatively little lost movement

- or play to be

provided for in engaging or
members,- thereby obvi-

required. The

- construction and arrangement of the free
- or lower end portion of the hook part 0 are

= Tt may be adc in Tiet .

come accidentally disengaged, as ‘before

added that in Tieu of the exact

-1 WI1SE

out departing from the spirit and scope of

40

the invention. "I consider, however, as being

essential elements of the device a practically

‘flat and substantially circular or annular

form a loop disposed in a plane perpendicu-
‘lar thereto and having the iree end of the
‘loop portion lying within the inclosed base
‘area and substantially parallel therewith.
T claim as my invention—

holding or hook member formed from one

disposed circular base having overlap-

and .
terminating within the base circle at sub-
stantially the bottom thereof. -

9. A fastening member of the character

‘described, the same formed of a single piece

| of wire bent to produce a substantially flat
circular base having its end portions over.
| lapping and engaging each other, the 1nner

one of said end portions being bent to form

_ _ : _ 7i- | a loop disposed in a plane at right angles to
ously increasing the efficiency of the fasten- | '
~ ing 1n that-a correspondingly lessened over-
~lapping. of the members 1s re

the base and having 1ts free end terminating
in an enlargement whose underside normally
lies substantially even or flush with the bot-
tom plane of the base.
 Signed at Providence, R. I., this 16th day
-of September 1908. I :
~ GEORGE WHITNEY PRENTICE.
-~ Witnesses: S |
© Fraxxrin A. SMITH, |

- Louis S. PULLEN. '

piece of wire, said member comprising a flat-

_ : Cl 45
‘base having one portion thereof bent to
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1. In a garment-fastening device, a mam

ping end portions, the inner end of the wire -
| being bent to form a radially arranged loop
| extending above the upper side of the base,
having the free end of the loop part
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