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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Josern E. Smanxk,

~a citizen of the United States, residing at

Little River, in the county of Rice and
State of Kunsas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Mail - Boxes,
of which the following is a specification.
- Thas mvention relates to mail boxes and
more particulavly to a box or receptacle
espectally desiened for use on rural free de-
Hvery routes. |
1The object of the invention is to pravide

~a mail box, free to swing laterally in a hori-
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zontal plane, thereby to prevent injury to
the box by contact with the wheels of a mail
wagon when approaching said box (o re-

ceive or deliver matl,

A further objeet is {o provide a mail box
having Iaterally extending arms for pivotal
connection with a supporting post or stand-
ard, there bemng a coil spring operatively
conneeted with the post and one of said
arms for yieldably supporting the mail box
m normal position. B

A still further object of the invention 15
generally to mmprove this class of devices, so
as to mcrease their utility, durability and
efficiency. |

FFurther objeets and advantages will ap-

pear 1n the fdllowing description, it being

understood “that various changes in form,
proportions and minor details of construce-

‘tion may be resorted to within the scope of

the appended elain. o .

FFor a full understanding of the invention
and the merits thereof, reference is to be
had to the following deseription and accom-
panying drawings, in which:.

Iigure 1 i a perspective view of a mail
box constructed 1 accordance with my in-
vention; Fig, 2 1s a vertieal sectional view
of the same partly in section; Fig. 3 is a {op
plan view partly in seetion.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1 the following description and indi-
cated 1 all the views of the drawings by the
same reference characters. '

“The deviee comprises a post or standard
b preferably eylindrical in shape, as shown,
and having its lowar end split to form di-
verging anchoring members 5 adapted to
be driven or otherwise cmbedded in the
ground or secured to a suilable support, as
desired. '

Secured to or formed integral with the

!

.

‘there being a similar collar 8 spaced feam =
=eap plece § o form a corresponding groovs

s

| post or standavrd 5 are spaced collavs 6 do-

fining a circumferential seating oroovs 7,

4

10. The cap preee 9 engages the nnper end
of the standard 5, and is preferably secnec |
to the latter by a bolt or similer fhstening
deviee 11. | . |
loxtending Iaterally in a horvizontal plune
front the upper end of the post er standard

> are diverging arms 12 and 13, having theis
:

converging ends nnited to form o head 14
htting within the groove 10 and previded
with an eve for the reception of {he siand-
ard, thus to permit the arms to swing inter
ally on wand standard. The diverging ends
of the arms 12 and 13 ave bent upwardly &
produce spaced vertically disposed  fingers
orstraps 15 for attachment to a mail box 18,
the latter being of any suitable construction
and provided with a pivolted Hd or cover 17,
Disposed beneath the supporting grms 1
and 15015 an inelined brace 18 having it
fower end fitting within the groove 7 and
provided with an eve. for the standard 3
and ats upper end bent to form .an attach-
e finger orstrap 19, which latter is riveted
or otherwise rieidly secured to the rear wall
of the box Detween the atiaching straps or
hngers 15, as best shown n Fig, 1 of the
drawinos, | |
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Disposed beneatly the arms 12 and 18 is a2

corl spring 200 one end of which is passed
througlt an openming 21 in the upper end of

the brace 18, while the other end of said

spring s extended through (ransversely dig-

posed eyes 22 formed in the post or standard

an

3 between the collars 6 and 8. Thus it will

be seen that the spring 20 serves (o vieldabiw
| ; ¥ J

support the mail box 16 in normal pesition
<o that should the wheels of a muil wagon
strike the wadl box when approaching the

S ML Ste b
latter to receive wr déliver mail, the hox will
swing Inlerally on s pivotal axis to either
side of the siandard Hthout insury {herate
stae of the standara without injury thereto,
the spring 20 serving to form in effect »

cushion for the mail box and alse serving

to return the box {o normal positicn after
ach swinging movement. |

It will of course be understood that the
mall -box may be mounted for SWINGINE
movement in either a horizontal or vertics!
plane and attached to any suitable support.
£t will alse be understood that the devies

]

may be attached to any style of standard
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annd 1nstead of being founed of metal may | rear wall of the- mall box between the dl-—

he constructed of wucnl 1n which event the

top of the post or standard w1ll be Imede '

with a metallic cap..
IHaving thus desertbed the inv entlon what

i chimed AS NeW 18

The wmbumtwu with a staud‘nd having
spaced circumferentidal seating grooves, of a
mail bhox, dwuﬂmg auppmlmg ATIS havuw
their outer ends rigidly secured to the op-

nosite ends of the mail box and their inner

ends united to form a head pivotally mount- |
ed on the standard at one of the seating |
grooves, an- inclined brace secured to the |

-

verging supporting arms and provided with
a simiar head pivotally mounted in the

other groove of the standard, and a springe
h‘nmrr one end thereof Svcmed {o the stand-

ard aml is Ullwl Elld connected with the in-
dmed brace,- .
In testimony whereof I affix my swuature

n presence. of two witnesses,

J O%EPH K. bHANIs..

W’ltﬂtsbes
JONLN P Brissex,
CIIARLLS C. B. SIIUMNAY
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